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Chapter 1 

(Un)Ignorant & (Un)Divided: Ensuring We’re On The Same Page  

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant. 
··1 Corinthians 12:1·· 

 We live is a society of never-ending arguments. Our world argues about literally 
anything. Believe it or not, but an hour ago I saw fighting online about whether feta cheese 
belongs on salad or not! (Obviously, it does.) There is so much noise in the world, and I certainly 
don’t want to just pointlessly add to it by writing a book to “fill the air.”  I can assure you, this 
isn’t just a haphazard publication, I’m writing this book with great intentionality! 
 I’m sure we’re all well aware that the topic of “sign gifts" is hugely debated! I actually 
have a book in my office that lays out the past 250 years of church history in the West and how 
much division has taken place over the matter of spiritual gifts. Did you get that? Christians have 
been feuding over this topic in our nation for more than two centuries! So much emotional 
energy has been spent on this subject! Wow, do we get invested in this stuff! 
  I think you’ll agree with this one - generally speaking, it would seem to me that 
the more controversial a debate and the more investment of emotions, the less that facts and truth 
even matter. (I feel strongly that feta cheese belongs on salad and you can’t convince me 
otherwise!) In the church world, we even label these emotional investments with Bible-ish words 
like “conviction.” But feeling strongly about a matter certainly doesn’t equal truth. Conviction is 
no metric for accuracy. 
 Among the American church, I’d suggest that there is no more heated and divisive debate 
than that of spiritual gifts. That might not sound like an accurate suggestion until you think about 
speaking in tongues. Some believers love it 110% and other Christians think those guys are 
completely nuts! There’s not really much middle ground at all. Pastors themselves divide over it, 
let alone entire churches.  
 My first goal of this project is to alleviate tension. I think we can accomplish that goal if 
you and I readily admit that we don’t have all the answers. We all want to be biblically sound. 
Can we acknowledge that? If you’re reading this, it’s because you love the Bible! Well, I think 
we should also agree that no Christian has it all correct. Right? To be honest, I wrote this book 
with hesitation because A.) I’m not the brightest scholar in the room, and B.) this is the very 
topic that has most divided the western church. In other words, I’ll probably lose friends over 
this. I’ll likely get argued with and rebutted and smacked around. My errors will be highlighted 
and my character questioned. And that’s because it’s remarkably difficult to see a different 
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perspective and even harder to admit that we might be wrong. But this conversation is definitely 
worth it simply because it’s so important to the heart of God! 
 Important indeed! Since the spiritual gifts are gifts from the Spirit of God, then we can 
presume that He’s deeply fond of His gifts that He has given and that He’s even more deeply fond 
of His people that He’s given them too. Man, it’s definitely worth talking about! And also, I 
greatly desire to become un-ignorant concerning this portion of Scripture and the Kingdom of 
God.  
 Paul himself was the one who said, “Brothers, concerning spiritual gifts, I would not have 
you to be ignorant.” How refreshing! He penned 3 concentrated chapters for the sake of our 
understanding of this matter (1 Corinthians 12-14). So let’s tackle the subject of the spiritual gifts 
and see if we can’t grow in our love for God and for one another.  
 I love you, and I love God; so let’s talk about this.  

BUT WHAT ABOUT FALSE TEACHERS? 
 Before we get to looking at the gifts themselves, I’d like to note that right from the outset 
of Paul’s opening paragraph about the gifts (1 Cor. 12) he points out the presence of false 
prophets. So I’ll also declare from the outset: there are false prophets. “Therefore I make 
known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say 
that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.” 1 Corinthians 12:3. 
 And not only are there frauds who are preaching a false Gospel, but I was just reminded 
last night by way of YouTube that there are just flat-out WEIRD Christians doing WEIRD stuff in 
Christ’s church. I wouldn’t call them false prophets. But I would certainly say they are being 
excessive and they’ve often missed Biblical guardrails. 
 Spiritual gifts are abused and faked daily. But then again, so is every single part of the 
church. But I don’t want the abuses to determine how I interpret Scripture. We should never 
judge a system based on the abuse of that system. Imagine if we said, “Oh man, there are false 
preachers, so let’s throw out preaching.” Or even worse, “Hey, there are false christs, so let’s 
throw out the Gospel!” Counterfeits exist because the original is of value. As one writer pointed 
out, nobody would counterfeit a three-dollar bill. Thus the counterfeits actually validate the value 
of the original. With that said, we should not allow a charlatan to inform our understanding of the 
Text. This seems like a “Captain Obvious” thing to say, but it’s actually a very common teaching 
in the New Testament. Again I say, Never judge a system based on the abuse of that system. So 
let me simply say that when you find yourself in the presence of counterfeiters, stay true to the 
Word! 
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ARE YOU WILLING TO LET THE BIBLE OFFEND YOU? 
 My expectation is that you, the reader, are a Bible-believing Christian. Thus, I believe 
you and I have that much in common! We may arrive at different interpretations, but my guess is 
that we’d both say the Bible alone is our doctrinal authority. All of this means that it is required 
of us to put aside any man-made traditions, systems, abuses, and influences in order to “let God 
be true and every man a liar.” We’re aiming for the pure Word, amen? For good or bad, we 
cannot allow men to influence our Bible interpretation. Period! 
 Frankly, the conversation of spiritual gifts has a ditch on either side. We have two 
counterfeits to be aware of! On one end of the spectrum is the no-restraints operation, and on 
the other side is the no-operations restraint. Some run wild while others don’t run at all. You 
might currently be in one of those ditches. And I say sincerely that I love you and am not here to 
prove you wrong or to boast “I told you so.” You and I both want people out of ditches! 
 At the end of the day, I want to rightly divide the Word of Truth, and get as close as 
humanly possible to the heart of God! I suspect you want the same thing, my friend. (Fist bump.) 
 I’ve spent my 35 years of life in the Baptist church and, as such, I’ve made loads of 
friends who are Bible people. We are a bunch of Christians who are adamant that the Bible is our 
sole authority for faith and practice. And I’m guessing you have the same commitment to 
Scripture. So let me ask you this - what is the Biblical premise for the position you’ve taken on 
the spiritual gifts? And the reason it needs to be asked is that so far I have never, literally never, 
had this conversation without someone mentioning fraudulent experience or examples.  
 The conversation usually begins by discussing the Scriptures, but at some point, someone 
says, “Well, there’s just no way that what takes place in these crazy, modern churches is the same 
thing as the gifts in the first church.” And right there, in that moment, we have departed from 
being Sola Scriptura people. We have allowed experience to influence our belief. We are 
looking at how men interpret the Bible instead of looking at the Bible.  
 Hopefully, I’m being clear in what I’m saying. I believe that when it comes to the topic of 
spiritual gifts, the church has far too often developed our doctrines and practices as a knee-jerk 
reaction to a fraudulent, abusive, or erroneous experience rather than getting our instructions 
straight from God’s Word.  
 And yes, our enemies are doing doing everything they can to imitate and distort God’s 
true gifts. In Matthew 7:22, the Lord revealed that many will have done miracles, and 
prophesied, and even cast out demons in the name of Jesus, but they’re not even born-again 
believers! There are frauds. There are abuses. There are mistakes. There are doctrines built on 
experiences and not on the Word. But none of that should influence our adherence to the Word.  
 So if it’s possible, let’s wipe the slate clean, forget whatever they’re doing in the cults, 
and focus on making our case from the Scriptures. It doesn’t matter what the demons or false 
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prophets say. It doesn’t matter what other Christians practice in their churches. It only matters 
what God has said. We must do our best to stick to the Word. This is the only way we can even 
hope to get on the same page and become un-ignorant.  
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Chapter 2 

Some Uniformity: 4 Universal Truths For Every Single Spiritual Gift 
  
I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ; 
That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge; Even as the 
testimony of Christ was confirmed in you: So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be 

blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
··1 Corinthians 1:4-8·· 

 Whether we are talking about a gift of teaching or discerning of spirits, these truths apply 
to each gift and its use in the church. So right now, we’re laying groundwork before we build the 
house! Here are four universal truths. 
   
  EXPECTATION. Spiritual gifts had a prophesied and expected arrival. The   

   disciples were told they would receive God’s power in the Holy Spirit. 
  EDIFICATION. To edify means to build up, and God’s intended purpose for any   

   spiritual gift is for believers to build up other believers. 
  ELECTRIFICATION. We should think “presence” not “presents.” When God   

   shows up in power, evils flees, miracles happen, and people are changed.  
  EXPIRATION. Spiritual gifts were never intended to last forever. We need to   

   consider the expiration date of certain things.  
  
 These terms apply to every gift in the New Testament because there are no separate lists 
of gifts. There is no such Bible term as “sign gifts.” Isn’t that weird? We make a fuss about “sign 
gifts,” and that term isn’t even in the Scriptures! That’s because it’s equal ground with all the 
gifts. Preaching doesn’t have different parameters than prophecy or administration or giving. We 
must apply the same standards, love, and wisdom to each and every thing we do for God! We 
should expect God’s electrifying power to edify others until our time expires!  
 Whether you’re a deacon, a bishop, a teacher, or otherwise, these four terms apply to 
every Gift of God.  

EXPECTATION. Spiritual gifts had a prophesied arrival. 
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  Acts 2:16-21 

 Since you’re reading this little manual about spiritual gifts, I understand that you’re an 
intelligent Christian who cares a lot about God’s Word, so I don’t mean to insult your 
intelligence by reminding you of the Day of Pentecost, but it was on that day that Peter quoted 
from Joel 2 saying that the Lord God would pour out His Spirit on all flesh. Men and women, 
young and old, would be His prophets. In other words, Peter stated that they had received what 
God told them to expect! 
 John the Baptist preached that his followers should expect to be baptized in the Holy 
Spirit and fire. Jesus Himself taught his hundreds of disciples to expect to be clothed with power! 
And, believe it or not, Jesus even included spiritual gifts in the Great Commission in Mark 16 — 
go and preach the Gospel, and these signs will follow you.  
 The prophets foretold it. John the Baptist declared it. Jesus commissioned it. And the 
church received it. We are confident that Christians are taught to expect His gifts! Why? Because 
the very Person of the Holy Spirit is the expectation! He is the power and He is the prophecy. 
This is an enormous emphasis of the New Testament. “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into 
one body,” 1 Corinthians 12:13. 
 I think it’s worth noting that we are in the same Spirit and Body of Christ as any Christian 
since the Day of Pentecost. The outpouring of His Holy Spirit is what the prophets and apostles 
expected. They weren’t told to wait for certain gifts; they were told to wait for the powerful 
indwelling of a Person, and that same Person is here today! The Holy Spirit lives in each 
believer! God expects to supernaturally equip you! And whatever the power of God looks like, 
we should expect and receive it by faith! 
 God loves for His kids to live by hope and expectancy. The way that we love to watch our 
own children anticipate their birthday celebration, God likes to bless and surprise us! He wants 
us to wait in hope for His coming and for His equipping. He wants us to expect deliverance and 
gifts from Him! 

EDIFICATION. To edify means to build up, and God’s intended purpose for any  
spiritual gift is for believers to build other believers.  
  1 Corinthians 14:3-5, 12 

 “As much as you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that you may excel to the edifying 
(building up) of the church." 
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 In my wallet right now, I have a Lowe’s gift card. If you think about it, gift cards actually 
represent another experience, right? Maybe it’s for ordering pizza or getting new sneakers, but 
cards aren’t an end, but a means to an end. This particular gift card represents the prospect of 
work. The anticipation of building something is as exciting as actually spending the card. This 
gift gives opportunity for improvement! It could buy a tool or supplies or plants or a new fixture. 
But a Lowe’s gift card means something is getting an upgrade! Building is about to happen! 
That’s exactly the same expectation for God’s gifts! He’s the master Builder and Creator and 
King, and He has handed YOU a gift to expand His kingdom!  
 It’s just like the Lowe’s slogan, “How doers get more done!” Wait. No. That’s Home 
Depot. But it’s so good I had to say it! Spiritual gifts are “how God’s doers get more done!” 1 
Corinthians 14:3 says, “But he that prophesies speaks unto men to edification (building up), and 
exhortation, and comfort. He that speaks in an unknown tongue edifies himself; but he that 
prophesies edifies the church.” 
 The first church expected to receive power, and was to understand that the use of any 
spiritual gift is not primarily for evangelizing the lost, but for edifying the body of Christ. 
Scholars have slightly different definitions of a spiritual gift, but all agree that they’re meant to 
serve the body of Christ. 
 Here’s a main point about God’s gifts: they are not an end of themselves. Receiving a gift 
doesn’t make you a fully realized or next-level Christian, nor does it mean that your struggles 
have ended. They are tools. They are gift cards to the hardware store for you to work on your 
spiritual building projects.  
 “As much as you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that you may excel to the edifying of 
the church,” says 1 Corinthians 14:12. All of this has to do with building the church, and mostly 
that means building other Christians. This is so awesome! We don’t have to fear being 
unequipped in our ministries because we have confidence in Him! The Holy Spirit will teach you 
how to build disciples! 
 Ephesians 4:16 says, “When each part is working properly, it makes the body grow so 
that it builds itself up in love.” We each have different gifts, but we’re in the same body. So 
we’ve got to work together for the good of His church! 
 Always, always behave in love. Always, always build up the body of Christ.  
 “That’s how God’s doers get more done!” 

ELECTRIFICATION. We should think “presence” not “presents.”  
  1 Corinthians 12:6, 11 
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 When Evan Roberts prayed for revival for twelve years, God gave an energy that shook a 
nation. Evan’s prayers (and the countless prayers of other saints) were answered with the Welsh 
Revival. It was an outpouring of the Spirit of God that saved over 100,000 souls and spread 
revival fires across the entire world! Talk about the power of God! 
 Paul wrote, “It is God who works.” That Greek word is an easy one - energeo. You can 
see the word energy in there. It is God Himself who energizes His Kingdom! 
 What has so deeply convicted my heart is that while we can preach the Word and put the 
Gospel on display, my concern is having not yet seen His power. I think you’d agree that plenty 
of men handle the Word without power (2 Timothy 3:5). And truth be told, it’s easy to say that 
about a celebrity preacher. But what about me? What about you? Do we walk in power? Virtually 
every time “power” is mentioned in the New Testament, it is coupled with the Holy Spirit. So the 
real question is, do you walk in the Holy Spirit? If so, how do you define that? Does your 
walking in the Spirit resemble the first church? 
 The American church has excelled in all areas. We have clearer sermons, better literature, 
stronger missions programs, further reach, and on and on and on. I don’t believe the need of our 
day is for more preachers or resources or administration. I believe the need is for more power. 
Power comes from God alone and is ushered in through humble, praying Christians of faith. 
That’s the bottom line. We need power. We need God. 
 1 Corinthians 12 goes on to say, “the manifestation of the Spirit is given.” These gifts are 
not detached from God, they are the manifestation of God. They are God Himself on display. The 
gifts of the Spirit are God on display. You don’t get power without the Holy Spirit. And you don’t 
get the Holy Spirit without power. Power to break chains of sin, to mend relationships, to heal 
diseases, to convert souls, and to build the church.  
 When the Spirit is present, these things absolutely will happen. Come to the table with 
expectation. Expect to be gifted. Expect to be edified. Absolutely God can use you in great, 
electrifying power! Jesus gave the invitation to share in the Spirit’s power when He said, “he 
who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, 
because I go to My Father” (John 14:12). 

EXPIRATION. Spiritual gifts were never intended to last forever. We should 
consider their expiration date.  
 1 Corinthians 13:8-13 
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 Paul made it abundantly clear that the gift of God that remains into eternity is love. When 
we enter Heaven, there will be no more preaching or ministering or evangelizing or fasting. Only 
a perfect love.  
 Thus he says, tongues and special knowledge and prophecy will all cease; they have a 
necessary expiration date. These are partial, incomplete, childish mechanisms.  Childish in 
comparison to Heaven, that is. Because only then will we fully know God. He said to Corinth 
that there’s coming a day when those will stop, and the highly debated question is when?  
 I want you to carefully pay attention and discern when he means. Read verses 8-12 
carefully. “Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are 
tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. For we know in part 
and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will 
be done away. When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a 
child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, 
but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known.”  
 There are basically two schools of thought in interpreting this passage. The first is that he 
is referencing Glory — the day you meet Jesus face-to-face and will have full knowledge and be 
fully known. The second is that he meant some time right after the first generation. Perhaps when 
the canon of Scripture was complete, or when the “time of the Jews” came to an end. And this is 
a big decision because it determines whether we believe the gifts are for now or whether they’re 
not. 
 If I take the Scripture plainly, then I would say that Paul is distinguishing between 
childhood and adulthood, between dim reflections and face-to-face worship, and between partial 
knowledge and full knowledge.  
 What I believe Paul said is that the gifts last until glory. We need these “partial” gifts until 
we see face-to-face and have full knowledge. I’ll add to the hermeneutical evidence here. 
Chapter 1 of this very same epistle says in verse 7, “you come short in no gift, eagerly waiting 
for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” The spiritual gifts, God’s charismata, sustain the 
church until the coming of Jesus, not until the end of the first generation or completion of the 
canon. I’m really not sure Paul could’ve been any clearer.  
 The expiration date for spiritual gifts is yet to come. I believe that all of the gifts are for 
us right now in this “church age.” There is a true Spiritual gift of tongues, and prophecy, and 
ministering, and worship, and preaching. And the reason we’re uncomfortable with something 
like tongues is because we’ve been watching the frauds more than watching the Spirit. We’ve 
been walking by sight and not by faith.  
 Additionally, we don’t have because we don’t ask. I’ve talked to so many pastors about 
this, and when we realize the Bible clearly says this is the essence of God’s Kingdom, we 

11



inevitably ask, “Then why don’t we see it?” Well, friend. Have you asked? Or more importantly, 
is the church asking?   
 I believe that all of the gifts are for us right now. I haven’t always believed that. But if I 
consider the expectation, the edification, and the energization of the gifts, I see a need for all of 
that today. What has changed since Christ ascended to where we wouldn’t need each and every 
gift? No, the gifts do not play the same role as Scripture. So no, they didn’t go away when we 
received the finalized canon. As long as the body of Christ needs building up, we need Spiritual 
gifts.  
 1 Thessalonians 5:19-20 says, “Quench not the Spirit. Despise not prophesy.” I’ve 
repented to God of quenching the Spirit. In the past, I despised prophesying and thus quenched 
Him. I have repented. I hope you would join me in that. Join me in pursuing the Spirit and 
“earnestly desiring the best gifts.” 
 If we pursue them in a correct and biblical way then we won’t result in being like the 
frauds and abusers. We’ll result in being like the Book of Acts! I can’t even tell you how much I 
want to see modern ministry on a biblical scale! The Holy Spirit has some gifts for YOU, and has 
invited us to get to building! 
 “How God’s doers get more done!” 
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Chapter 3: 

My Story: How the Holy Spirit Won Over an Arrogant Skeptic 

 Part 1: 

     Doctrine and Repentance 
  
 Sadly, I think the Scripture that I strongly exemplified throughout my 20’s was probably  
1 Corinthians 8:1a: “Knowledge puffs up.” There is something so alluring to the flesh about 
boasting in academics! The Lord saw fit to send me to a Bible college before entering ministry, 
and He even blessed me with a fully functioning brain to do so! And yet, along the way, instead 
of seeing Christ in the Word and humbling myself before such an awesome God, I let sin take 
hold. All I knew was that I was learning quickly and could win just about any doctrinal argument 
with a Christian brother (as if that should ever happen). Indeed, knowledge puffed up. 
 I thank God for those loving people in my life who patiently endured my nonsense and 
pride. So many family and friends loved me despite my narrow-minded and aggressive behavior. 
But what nobody could see (including myself) is that I was operating with intense demonic 
strongholds. It’s hard to explain, but I was enslaved to arguing. Even as a pastor, I would sense a 
burning in my chest to challenge and debate. I was an immovable object. And something evil 
would leverage my sin against me and keep me in a brutal cycle of arguing and criticizing.  
 In fact, the beginning of my transformation was rooted in such a situation! In early 2020, 
some family members had wanted to discuss end times theology, and my pride hit its zenith. “Let 
me teach these people a thing or two! Ha!! Yes! Let me vaunt my own intellect! I’ll be the 
smartest guy in the chat!” 
 Then my brother brought another pastor into the conversation. And I quickly recognized 
that this man has an amazing handle on the Word of God. Actually, he was and is my superior in 
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terms of understanding the Word. Talking to this guy was a massive blow to my pride! I was 
constantly getting corrected in the nuances of our faith, but since I just can’t quit, I wouldn’t 
leave the conversation. Over several weeks of having doctrinal conversations, he gained my trust 
as a “Bible Man,” which meant a lot in my economy.  
 Eventually, we landed on a topic that I figured we would be in agreement over — the 
spiritual gifts. I might very well have called them sign gifts back then. Or possibly charismatic 
gifts. Whatever I called them, I knew for sure that something like tongues was for weak 
Christians who didn’t love learning the Bible. But shock of all shocks! That pastor whom I 
revered for his Bible knowledge actually confessed that he and his church love the spiritual gifts 
and practice them! 
 My brain short-circuited. It was an actual paradigm shift to try to reckon this situation, 
because I had created a chasm in my understanding. I had a false dichotomy that you either love 
the Word or you love emotional "charismatic” behavior. I was a Word man. I had been labeled as 
such. In high school, my coworkers nicknamed me “Bible.” I staked so much of my identity on 
the Scriptures, and as such, I had vehemently opposed the other stuff I’d seen on TV and online.  
 Yet here I was, listening to another Word Man describe how God was supernaturally 
moving in their congregation. To say that I was internally freaking out is not an overstatement. 
That conversation was literally life-altering.  
 It didn’t take long to realize that my concept of cessationism wasn’t biblical. There just 
isn’t a shred of Scriptural evidence to say that the Holy Spirit stopped working after the first-
generation church. So the short of it is that my errant doctrine was eviscerated in a day, but it 
took every bit of nine months to humble my heart.  
 In the coming weeks, I would go to my pulpit, see no real move of God, and then hop on 
the phone to find out what was going on in my friend’s church. Literally, I was miserable. I was 
confused. I was desperate. But there was Someone who was preventing me from quitting. I’m 
not saying I was miserable because of anything God was doing. The bottom line is that I hated 
myself. I would punish myself in the gym, becoming addicted to weightlifting. Pounding the iron 
as hard as I could, listening to hard music, and weeping all the way home. Miserable.  
 Miserable because I was way off course, and it would take some massive repentance to 
get me on track.  
 Indeed, that’s exactly what it took.  
 By March of 2021, I had poured through theological books, biographies, and who knows 
how many sermons on the topic of the Holy Spirit. I was horrible at praying, and yet I would get 
alone and ask the Lord for Him to reveal Himself or do some cool, prophetic thing in my 
ministry. But my heart was still extremely hardened. And my prayers just smashed themselves 
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against the ceiling. It seemed like the Heavens were made of brass. At that point in my life, anger 
was my constant companion.  
 Over the course of a year, I had intellectually shifted but not spiritually. I could explain 
spiritual gifts and talk about the Holy Spirit, even teach about Him accurately from the Word. 
But I had grieved Him, and He did not fill me. I hadn’t yet apologized to Him for the way I’d 
treated Him for years.  
 My wife had providentially received a book about our Helper, and thus God had changed 
her mind about the Holy Spirit as well. About that time, Leah was invited by a friend to her 
Spirit-filled church, and on that Saturday night, the Lord broke through! 
 When Leah asked me if she could attend that worship service, I approved. Well. To be 
honest, I only approved on an intellectual level. Remember, I had intellectually acquiesced, but 
not spiritually. I verbalized, “Sure, they preach the same Gospel of the same Jesus.” There was 
no heretical issue to prevent her from attending. But man, oh man. As soon as she left the house, 
I felt all sorts of sin. My heart was filled with what I would best describe as angst. I was 
apprehensive in such a way that I knew was sin. Maybe it was some form of jealousy, or 
something else, but I knew that a stronghold dominated my heart.  
 I had actually tuned in to the church’s livestream, and my mind and heart were in a 
frenzy. Wickedness was overwhelming me, and I was without excuse! So I spent that entire 
church service on my face before God, begging Him to take this sin from me! “Create in me a 
clean heart, O Lord!!” It was a long-overdue wrestling. Looking back, I now understand that it 
was the way out of a dark, putrid pit that I’d inhabited for years. The Lord was delivering me! 
 At some point that evening, I had made my way to Matthew 13, and read that the 
Kingdom of God was like a great tree that nourishes the whole earth, “so that the birds of the air 
come and make nests in its branches.” The Spirit of the Lord said to my heart, “Josh, you’re one 
of my branches, and they’re one of my branches.” And in that moment, in His infinite mercy, the 
Lord removed that stronghold and touched me with His Peace! I was changed! The angst was 
gone. The criticism was gone. The arrogance was gone. The Lord delivered me! 
 When Leah returned home, I asked about the service, and she said it was nice. She 
appreciated that the congregation was comprised of people simply seeking the presence of Jesus. 
Then I read a text message to her. My pastor friend and his wife had been praying for us, and the 
wife sent us a message that would change Leah.  
 “Tonight, as I was praying for Leah, I saw her sitting at the feet of Jesus, wrapped in a 
blanket.” I looked across to Leah and saw her in shock and in tears. This really, really impacted 
her. She would tell you that while she was in the church service, she had specifically asked the 
Holy Spirit to wrap her up like a warm blanket — a special and comforting sensation to her. 
Indeed, He did! She was shook at hearing those words.  
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 This was the turning point in our lives! Because of some faithful friends who had been 
praying for us, and because of the ones who had followed the prompting of the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord brought us to a reckoning. I had repented of having a judgmental attitude and of quenching 
the Spirit, and Leah had experienced God. Suddenly, we had a new lease on life! The Holy Spirit 
had dramatically changed us! Personally, I was freed from despair and self-loathing. Leah was 
feeling seen by God. It’s like He brought us out of a dark valley and turned on the lights of our 
souls! We had both been saved since childhood, but this fresh deliverance and freedom were as 
real and dramatic as anything I’d ever experienced! We had encountered God. Repentance and 
encounters now play large roles in our ministry.  
 What touches my heart is that the Father knows exactly how to reach His children. He 
sent me a friend who valued the Scriptures and who could graciously and patiently guide me. 
Meanwhile, the Lord provided Leah with a friend and a book at exactly the right time. And from 
two different paths, my wife and I experienced new life on the exact same night!  

 Part 2: 

     Prayer and Miracles 
  
 Shortly after that momentous Saturday, I had two primary lessons to immediately learn: 
private and corporate prayer. We were just a couple weeks out from Easter Sunday, so we aimed 
our first corporate prayer effort towards that. We did ten nights of prayer meetings leading up to 
that weekend. Nothing really fancy. Just a dozen people praying for specific requests about our 
ministry. To our complete elation, many of those specific requests were specifically answered! 
 Perhaps one of the most important requests made during that ten-day period was when a 
young man, a senior in high school, prayed, “Lord, may we be known as a praying church.” 
What a step of faith! We had not been a praying church at all! I wasn’t even a praying pastor. I 
can joyfully, gratefully, and humbly say that his prayer request has been answered. Very recently, 
we were noted by a local pastor as being a praying church. Glory to God! 
 Following Easter, we didn’t maintain the discipline to keep the prayer meetings alive. 
Months of frustrated ministry continued. Yes, we had seen new life in our corporate prayer, and 
we’d seen several answers to prayer. But I still needed to learn the other lesson: private prayer. In 
all actuality, what I needed (and what every believer needs) was to learn how to listen. We must 
learn how to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit and to receive His Voice. Fairly recently, I 
actually saw that Ecclesiastes 5 says, “Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. To 
draw near to listen is better than to offer the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they are 
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doing evil. Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word before God, 
for God is in heaven and you are on earth. Therefore let your words be few.”  
 This was the needed lesson. I didn’t know about listening. I tried to listen. But God 
doesn’t regularly speak in an audible voice. Our ears can’t pick up on His inaudible whisper. He 
actually goes straight to our hearts. The “aha” moment came when my brother testified about one 
of his prayer times. So I tried what he told me.  
 I came into a quiet place with just my Bible. I prayed, “Lord, I love you. Would you 
please tell me how much you love me?” And then I sat quietly, trying to imagine the Spirit who 
dwells inside of me. Suddenly, a Scripture reference popped into my head! Did I make this up? 
Who knows? I went with it. When I opened the Word to that verse, my heart was completely 
overwhelmed! I cried with such love that the Lord would treasure me in such a beautiful way! (I 
won’t tell you the verse, because it’s between me and Him. But He’s got His own beautiful Truth 
for you, my friend.)  
 In those days of learning how to sense His whisper that actually develops thoughts, 
visions, dream, and pictures, I was learning the Voice of my Shepherd! I have always loved 
Jesus. But now I can say that I am in love with Jesus. And those things are different. Doctrines 
are universal Truths. But to find intimate love, we must learn to hear His personal Truths. In the 
exact same way that we communicate to our children in personalized and different expressions, 
our Father talks to His kids in unique ways that are personal to each child. Not different 
doctrines. But definitely different expressions. Expressions of love! 
 The Voice of the Lord revolutionized my heart and revolutionized my praying. I actually 
started to crave the prayer closet, because I crave Him. I want to hear His Voice. And I learned 
that stilling myself before His Throne is vitally important. He doesn’t need to hear me speak 
nearly as much as I need to hear Him.  
 Having learned to develop that time in personal prayer, I was better equipped to lead our 
corporate prayer meetings. This brings us to September of ’21, the revival meeting that changed 
us for keeps. We had scheduled an evangelist a year prior, and I knew that that was my plan, not 
the Lord’s. But upon praying over it, He was content to use it! Again, our church began a series 
of prayer meetings to prepare for the event like we had done at Easter. And again, the Lord 
answered dozens, if not over a hundred, specific prayers.  
 Each night of those revival services began with dinner and then an hour-long prayer 
meeting. But we weren’t just making a list of requests. When someone needed prayer, we would 
lay on hands and pray right then and there. We also spoke as specifically as possible in faith. 
Things started to break loose! Men started publicly confessing sin. People started getting healed. 
Marriages were mending. If felt like the Lord cashed every check we were writing! 
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 Those revival services averaged about thirty people. Thirty people plus the Spirit of 
Jesus. We were hooked! Since then, we haven’t ceased our weekly prayer meetings, and the Lord 
hasn’t ceased doing the stuff! Some weeks, I get the sense that someone has ear pain or that the 
Lord wants to heal someone’s back or cast out a demon. When we follow by faith, He heals! 
Sometimes we pray from compassion and not by His direct leading. Those don’t always have the 
results we ask for. But I can say that when we pray what He wants us to pray, mountains move! 
 Our church currently assembles in an unmarked warehouse in an industrial park. As a 
neighbor said, “That’s kind of a weird place for a church, isn’t it?” No doubt. It’s pretty 
unconventional. But God likes being there, and so do we. I’m in no hurry to leave that location. 
Because it’s there that God turned our warehouse into a prayer house.  

 Part 3: 

     Training and Power 
  
 Following the prayer revival in September of ’21, the Lord began to provide help in the 
area of developing our spiritual gifts. In the succeeding months, I attended a few events and 
multiple ministries, read many books, and worked closely with my pastor friend and their church 
to familiarize myself with a variety of contexts for ministering in the Spirit.  
 I was learning how various pastors follow the Holy Spirit during public assembly and in 
their private worship. My own prayer time became a real joy, and I was leaning into the Voice of 
the Lord for comfort, fellowship, and instructions. He would teach me what He wanted to do in 
my life or in the church at different times. And I gladly followed!  
 Sometimes, he indicated that He intended to heal someone. Other times, he changed our 
calendar to go in a new direction. And all the while, I was journaling, journaling, journaling. As I 
later reviewed my journal, I could see that the Lord was forming pillars for our church to stand 
on. He’s the captain of our vessel. He pours out gifts according to His will. He tests our 
stewardship. He sets the captive free. He comforts and builds up. It’s commonplace now for our 
church members to say that they’ve heard from loved ones how noticeably different their lives 
have become. God has given us new faith, new fruit, and new power! 
 On one occasion, a lady walked into church on a crutch and asked for prayer over the scar 
tissue in her knee. She had had surgery, and the scar tissue prevented her from straightening her 
leg. Jesus indeed healed her knee! The next day she walked in without her crutch, and announced 
that she could straighten her leg; and the pallor of her skin even healed, her color being restored! 
 One night, a guest pastor sensed that God wanted to heal cervical neck pain and seven 
people responded, several of whom were healed! Another time, a man felt the heat of God move 
through him and his knee pain was gone. God has healed shingles, chest pain, blood disease, a 
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UTI, lots of neck and back pain, and most of all, broken hearts. Countless words of knowledge or 
wisdom have been given, and we’ve even experienced several occasions of foretelling! One man 
prophesied the warehouse that we would use for our church building. It’s very common for 
multiple Christians to have coinciding dreams, pray the same prayers, speak confirmation, or 
recite the same Scriptures, “having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.” Like the 
time that Leah had prayed to be wrapped in a blanket, and our friend received a vision of that 
very thing, these confirmations and harmonies are a staple to a Spirit-filled ministry.  
 In January of 2022, we hosted our first Prayer Conference for five nights, and it was so 
holy and so powerful, that it still feels too sacred to even talk about.  
 Jesus showed up in such a profound way, that those who yielded were dramatically 
transformed. The Spirit of God filled everything we did. At one point, a man was moved to shout 
out in an unknown tongue, and another brother understood in his spirit the interpretation from 
God: “Jesus is a mighty warrior King!” One lady testified that she had a dream that demons were 
outside the venue trying to tear their way in, while another man said he dreamt about the inside 
of the venue and there were angels standing guard! I hope I always remember the prayer 
conference of 2022; and if I don’t, I’ll still have my journals! 
 It’s worth noting that this journey has not necessarily been easy. Massively rewarding, 
yes. But costly. It cost us our pride and any reputation. We’ve all confessed sins to one another. 
The journey has required loads of faith. And many, many church members disagreed and left. 
Some amiably, and some aggressively. I’ve been rebuked, warned, disrespected, and slandered. 
Believe it or not, even by fellow pastors. I have shed more tears in the past two years than all the 
rest of my adult life combined. Tears of sorrow and of joy. Usually all in the same day.  
 But dear friend, the greatest experience of my Christian journey has been to step into the 
Book of Acts and actively be the supernatural Church that the Holy Spirit began at Pentecost. To 
stand shoulder-to-shoulder with other elders and see lives transformed in a moment is such a joy. 
To enter our prayer meetings knowing that demons will flee and chains will be broken is the best. 
We have confidence that Jesus shows up in our assemblies, and that’s the only thing that matters! 
When His glory descends, lives are changed! And at the end of the day, I know that I get to come 
home, sit in the stillness, and find my reward in the Spirit of Jesus. HE is my reward.  
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Chapter 4 

Spiritual Intimacy with God: Preparing to Meet the Bridegroom.  

 Part 1: 

     Finding Passion in the Waiting 
  
 In the summer of 2007, I found myself kneeling on a patch of grass in a garden alongside 
the Indianapolis Canal Walk. In that place, on that day, something was happening that would 
permanently impact my life.  
 There was another life being permanently impacted as well. A woman had found herself 
alongside the same canal, in the same garden, on the same grass. But she wasn’t kneeling. In 
fact, I was kneeling at her feet.  
 I called her by name. I presented her with a bouquet and a ring. I invited her to become 
my wife. And under the perfectly warm summer sky, she and I entered a phase of our lives that 
we would only get to experience one time. We were engaged to be married.  
  
 I was just 20 years old when I proposed to Leah, and I really had very little value for that 
time of waiting to be married. I’m not saying I didn’t value Leah or each moment that we had 
together. But I didn’t value the process of waiting. Sure, I kept a countdown of the days until our 
wedding. I got fitted for a tux. I invited my guests. But I didn’t realize or appreciate what the 
time of waiting was doing inside of me.  
 Something happens to us when we wait. None of us want it. Nobody likes it. But we all 
need it. We need the waiting. If you’ve ever grown your own food, you know how precious that 
final product is to you after you’ve waited for months or even years to bear fruit.  
 Modern America doesn’t wait for anything. We devour drive-thru food while speeding to 
our next appointment, binge our entertainment all at once, treat ourselves to the latest thing as 
soon as it’s available, and jump into bed with whichever other lonely person “swipes right” on 
the hook-up apps. Kids are being expedited into adult experiences, and there is just zero concept 
of waiting anymore.  
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 But in the waiting we find growth! We create value. We develop strength. And we 
cultivate a greater reward. There’s all the difference in the world between eating a pineapple that 
you’ve grown yourself, and picking one up at the grocery. The reward is so much greater than the 
fruit itself. There’s a great sense of accomplishment and maturity in yourself, because you know 
that you waited 3 years for that pineapple. After such a time of waiting, that pineapple really 
becomes invaluable. Could you sell such a reward for the going price of the grocery store? Not at 
all! The waiting has done something intangible and indescribable to that little fruit! 
 During a wedding engagement, the yearning and longing for marriage is cranked to 
maximum! I think of the Bride of the Song of Solomon whose yearning was so strained that she 
repeatedly told all the young maidens, “Do not stir up nor awaken love until it pleases!” In other 
words, the espoused woman said, “I’m just dying to marry him! I can’t wait!” 
 While I’ve heard some people warn that engagement is an elevated time of temptation, I 
want to make the case that the waiting for marital satisfaction is God’s good and perfect plan! 
This truth is literally at the very beginning and the very end of the Bible! In the Creation account, 
we see that Adam waited long enough for a wife, that when he finally set eyes on Eve, he said, 
“At last!” Turn to the end of the Bible, and we see the Bride saying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”  
 Waiting for marriage is a deeply intrinsic part of the human experience, my friend! It’s 
vitally important because it teaches us about the value of waiting for God.  
 I personally think that there are crowds of professing Christians in America who are 
waiting for the rapture simply because times are getting tougher instead of a genuine longing for 
their Bridegroom! That would be like the girl who grows up in an abusive home and is willing to 
marry any ol’ guy just to get out of the house. Gee, how romantic is that?? I remind the reader 
that the church’s primary responsibility is to prepare herself for her wedding day! Revelation 19 
says that the Bride is expected to have made herself ready for her marriage to the eternal King! 
 But it’s no stretch or exaggeration to say that the modern church has been putting more 
emphasis and effort into young girls preserving their virginity for their earthly husband while the 
church at large has very little evidence of fidelity to our Bridegroom. What I’m saying is that we 
are striving for the temporal, earthly marriage while primarily ignoring our eternal, heavenly 
marriage. More specifically, we’re ignoring our Bridegroom.  
 To go deep into a passionate and powerful relationship with God, we must begin with the 
principle of waiting. “I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, And in His word I do hope. My soul 
waits for the Lord.” The reason that David was such a successful king is that as a lonely 
shepherd, he learned how serve God in the secret place. Even after being anointed, he would wait 
on God for over a decade before being crowned. !And now, Lord, what do I wait for? My hope is 
in You.” Christ is coming. He’s more glorious than we could ever imagine. His intention is for us 
to grow, yearn, minister, and love Him in the waiting.  
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 David is famously known as the man after God’s own heart. This is the beautiful 
description of waiting on God. We could also reference Abraham who was the friend of God. Or 
Enoch, who walked with God and pleased Him. These are amazing ways to describe a mere 
mortal, but I want you to know that these descriptions aren’t limited to Old Testament, pre-
Pentecost saints. God is calling you into this deep relationship! According to the Promise through 
Jeremiah, God said, “I will give you shepherds after my own heart.” The pattern of David is 
made to picture Christ Jesus and it’s there for us to imitate. Be a man after God’s own heart by 
waiting on Him as His personal friend and companion, servant and priest. Wait on God.  
 When Jesus said, “I go to prepare a place for you,” He was using wedding language! He 
gladly and passionately entered covenant with His people - His espoused Bride - and He went 
back to His Father’s land to build Her a home! Do you see this?! He ascended through the clouds 
and began the preparation for the enteral state of bliss with His beloved wife, and for two 
millennia, our God-King hasn’t ceased preparing that home! My friend, the Lord Jesus has not 
stopped thinking about His coming wedding day!  
 So why have we?  
  
  

 Part 2: 

     The Missing Element of Modern Churchianity 
  
 The Royal Groom came marching over the mountains with a plume of fragrance, an army 
of mighty soldiers, and a heart of love. His wealth, might, and passion were fully displayed. 
Enemies ran away while friends ran near. This is the story of the Song of Solomon.  
 The King’s desire is to meet his lover in the solitary cleft of the rock. He longs for her 
voice and her face. Her kisses intoxicate him and one look from her eyes is enough to stop his 
heart. Are you aware that the Bible is describing the Lord God’s passionate love for you?! 
 Jesus Christ continues to prepare for that Day. The Day. The Day of the Lord. That 
language was never meant for us to debate about. We’re not called to fight about pre-mil, post-
mil, dispensational, amillenial, or whatever else. We are called to prepare to meet our Beloved! 
 So how do we prepare? Revelation says that it was given to the Bride to prepare herself. 
That the fine linens of her wedding gown are her righteous deeds. Dear friend, you and I know 
that our righteous deeds are supplied by the Holy Spirit of God. His premiere fruit is love. God is 
love. We know the love of the Father by the testimony of Jesus, and by the love poured into our 
hearts by the Holy Spirit.  
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 The arrival of King Solomon in the Song of Songs is portrayed like this: “Who is this 
coming out of the wilderness Like pillars of smoke, Perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, With 
all the merchant"s fragrant powders? Behold, it is Solomon"s couch, With sixty valiant men 
around it, Of the valiant of Israel.” Can you imagine this scene? The wealthiest king of Israel is 
being carried on his plush palanquin couch by 60 of ancient Israel’s Navy Seals. The first thing 
that the bride notices is the rising plume of smoke and she notes that this is the king’s incense.  
 Whoa! A pillar of smoke from burning incense?? His arrival would’ve impacted the 
entire village! And one thing is for sure, as soon as the bride joined him on the carried couch, she 
would’ve been permeated by the aroma! Her own perfume would’ve been overwhelmed by the 
King’s fragrance! This is the goal of our life, my friends.  
 The Spirit of God intends to infuse us with the fragrance of Jesus. The Lord’s will is for 
the Bride to look like Jesus, talk like Jesus, and “smell” like Jesus. May the Spirit of the Lord 
flood our congregations with the person of Christ! 
 This is the only way to serve the Lord, by the way. If we’re to walk worthily of our 
calling, it is only by the work of the Spirit. The opening of Colossians teaches us that we require 
“spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord.” To do the 
righteous acts worthily, we require spiritual wisdom.  
 You’ll notice that He didn’t say *Biblical* wisdom. That’s because you can’t gain godly 
wisdom, even biblical wisdom, without the Holy Spirit. Spiritual wisdom is wisdom granted by 
the Holy Spirit. He’s the Teacher. Isaiah 11 describes Him as the Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding. Ephesians 1 says Spirit of wisdom and revelation. If we are to serve God, it must 
absolutely be Spirit-led. And if we’re to be Spirit-led, we must be given to prayer. There is no 
such thing as a non-praying, Spirit-filled person.  
 All right, here it is. Revelation says the Bride is to prepare herself by adorning righteous 
deeds. And we know that our own righteous deeds are filthy rags. Which is why “it is given to 
her.”  
 Colossians 1 says, we receive wisdom and understanding from the Spirit to bear fruit in 
every good work; we’re strengthened by power (dunamis, miracle-working power); and we’re 
delivered by the Father from the dark domain in the Kingdom of Jesus.  
 As best as I can tell, this isn’t describing the metrics that we tend to use in church. It 
doesn’t say anything about attendance numbers or offerings. It doesn’t matter how many 
missions trips you’ve attended. Here’s the bottom line. The Bridal Gown is made of Holy Spirit 
material. Nothing else. We must be dressed in Heavenly garments to match our Groom! 
 Does your life display “dunamis” power? That’s the Greek word for the miracle-working 
power of God. Do you see the demon-crushing power of the Spirit in your life? Are you seeing 
mighty answers to prayer and walking in victory after victory? Or are you stuck in a “besetting 
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sin?” Do you have lasting strongholds that haven’t fallen? Or are the weapons of your warfare 
mighty?  
 A couple hours ago, my wife and I were praying for some Christian friends who are 
walking in sin, and I told her that I’ve come to believe that each and every Christian needs 
delivered of strongholds, and if he hasn’t received the “breakthrough” moment when their 
strongholds fell, then he needs it! If you’re still struggling like Romans 7, then we need to move 
on to the victory of Romans 8. Our fragrance needs to match Jesus’s! 
 My first moment like this came when I recognized a sin pattern that I couldn’t break. I 
spent an evening weeping to God, repenting of the sin, and begging Him to tear the sin out of my 
heart. He did! And in just a few days, I saw immediate fruit! The throttling weeds were replaced 
by blossoming love!  
 More recently, my wife asked me about another stronghold in my life. She had noticed 
that it was no longer there. I told her the same thing had occurred. I repented; confessed the sin 
to a brother; surrendered that area of my heart to Jesus; commanded the enemy to flee; and asked 
for a fresh anointing of the Holy Spirit. And I was cleansed and set free! Breakthrough by 
breakthrough, our strongholds give way to freedom! The walls of Jericho are nothing for the 
dunamis power of God!! 
 You may say, “But I’ve confessed my sin and the stronghold still plagues me.” Believe 
me, I understand exactly what that means. But it’s not just a secret admission to Jesus. It’s also 
the confession to “one another,” the forgiving of specific offenses, plus the surrender of that 
object to our Lord, and then the commanding authority of Heaven to resist the devil.  
 Here’s an example. A man’s besetting sin was greed. He was trapped by his shameful, 
money-hungry ways of obsessing over his savings and prioritizing money over people. Firstly, he 
needed to repent to God. This is where he usually stopped - just repent in secret and hope for 
change. But eventually he was convicted badly enough to make confession to a mature believer. 
He then surrendered the object of his sin, money, to Jesus. And he had to forgive specific 
offenses that had been done to him. Remember that we pray, “As we forgive trespasses.” Finally, 
after he aligned with the righteousness of God, we demanded the stronghold to fall and the 
enemy to flee in the name of Jesus. He now walks in freedom!! 
 After this kind of freedom comes, then the fruit of the Spirit is immediately in season! 
Love, joy, and peace will overwhelm our hearts. The reign of the Spirit on my heart will 
immediately impact my praise, my relationships, priorities, understanding of Scripture, and even 
my way of thinking! People will begin to say, “You’re different! What changed in your life?” 
 We all know we’re waiting for the Day of the Lord. But I think the missing element in the 
bride, missing among all the busyness and programming of modern “churchianity,” is that 
Spiritual fragrance of Jesus. If we were serious about preparing for the Day we meet our 
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Bridegroom, I believe we would be swift to clean up all the bitterness and unconfessed sins. If 
Jesus returned now, would the church truly be spotless and without blemish? Would He find a 
bride of pure white?  
 The expectation of the Great Marriage is the primary reason that we come to the Holy 
Spirit for cleansing. Can you really think of a matter that’s more important than meeting Jesus? I 
pray that you are moved by the Spirit to seek His love and power.  
This is something that’s fought over all the time, but I like what A.W. Tozer said in response to 
the idea that the anointing of the Spirit happens at conversion. “I want to ask you, have you ever 
seen anybody that received at his conversion what Peter received in the upper chamber? Have 
you ever met anybody like that? Do you know anybody like that? When you were converted, did 
you have the power Peter had when he preached?” And again, “Does your heart, personally, 
witness that what you now enjoy is what our Lord promised to His people? Does your heart now 
bear witness that what you now have is all that God meant when He painted that wonderful 
picture of the fullness of the Spirit? Or, is there something more for the church?” 
 Amen! There is more! There is always more! But be careful here! Neither Tozer nor I am 
trying to cause you to doubt salvation. This inner crisis is very common to the man who has been 
a blood-bought follower of Jesus his whole life who finds out that there’s more to the Spirit than 
he previously thought. I’ve known several men who went into a panic because the feeling that 
there’s more to the Spirit might mean that perhaps they’re unsaved, or even a “junior varsity” 
Christian.  
 But let me ask a question: If the Lord required 3 anointings for the Levitical Priest, would 
you let him in the tabernacle with only 2? Or only 1? We know that a man bought by the blood 
still needs water baptism. In fact, we’d probably agree that an unbaptized man would not be 
permitted to pastor a church. Actually, it’s likely you wouldn’t allow an unbaptized man to even 
join your church membership. So we definitely know that the blood and the water are required 
for ministry. NOT for salvation, but for ministry.  
 Remember what Jesus told the disciples at his ascension. He commissioned them to 
preach to the whole world, but He required that they couldn’t leave Jerusalem without the 
promise of the Father! They had already performed miracles, cast out demons, and preached to 
multitudes (one of them even walked on water!). But they needed the overwhelming, fully 
immersive Baptism of the Holy Spirit to minister.  
 All the revival history that you can ever read about will reveal a man who was anointed 
by God’s horn of oil. Zinzendorf, Lanphier, Moody, Torrey, Sunday, Graham, Tozer, Ravenhill, 
Finney, John Wesley, and Evan Roberts each testified of being struck by the Spirit in a way that 
completely changed their ministries. D.L. Moody began to cry out to God for the Holy Spirit’s 
power, and this is his testimony of one glorious day in New York, when the Spirit suddenly came 
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over him: “I can only say that God revealed Himself to me, and I had such an experience of His 
love that I asked Him to stay His hand. I went to preaching again. The sermons were not 
different, I did not present any new truths; and yet hundreds were converted.” 
 First of all, I am so blessed to read that phrase, “I had such an experience of His love.” 
Yes! That’s the fragrance of the King’s carriage! The fruit of the Spirit is instantly produced on 
the vine! The love of the Father poured into our hearts! 
 Secondly, let’s just agree that what Moody experienced is normative to the Bible. It’s 
normative to some churches these days. I hope it’s been your normative experience.  
 But can I submit that the elephant in the room is that the modern church is missing 
something. It’s not education, organization, assimilation, administration, or publication. All those 
things are at a historic high! Literally, the preaching of our generation is the finest in history. You 
yourself can assemble a sermon with the aid of infinite resources. But something is missing! Or 
should I say, Someone.  
 The Bride is in need of Heaven’s fragrance. We need the oil of God, the Person of the 
Holy Spirit. The One who clothes the Bride! Only when we’re robed in righteousness, love, and 
power and indued with the Holy Spirit of God will we be dressed and fragranced to match our 
Bridegroom! 

 Part 3: 

     Ministering to God in the Secret Place. 
 “O my dove, in the clefts of the rock, In the secret places of the cliff, Let me see your face, 
Let me hear your voice; For your voice is sweet, And your face is lovely.” Song of Songs 2:14 
  
 Bible Trivia: At what location did both Moses and Elijah experience God?  
 Answer: The cleft of the rock on Mt. Sinai!  

 Moses saw His glory. What did Elijah receive? The still, small whisper of God. It’s 
remarkably important to understand this principle of finding the Shepherd’s Voice in the 
quietness of the secret place, in the cleft of the rock where He calls to us saying “Let me hear 
your voice and see your face.”  
 The Lord has always been a romantic. He loves to get his people all to himself. He visits 
people in dreams, in the tabernacle, in gardens, mountains, and deserts. If you really want to 
receive from the Lord, you need to get alone with the Lord! Hebrews says that we’re welcomed 
into the Holiest Place. The Holiest Place was intimate. Only the High Priest would go in. Just 
God and one man. And that’s how we minister to the Lord directly! We are His priests who serve 
Him in the quietness of our prayer place.  
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 If you read Hebrews, you’ll find statements about our New Testament priesthood, such as 
having “boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus.” Just notice how much sense this 
makes when we understand the Old Testament pattern of priestly cleansing and holiness. The 
Levitical priests approached God in fear and trembling, but because of the anointing of Jesus’s 
blood and the Holy Spirit’s oil, we are told to come boldly before God’s Throne! Rejoice, my 
friend! You are part of a royal priesthood! 
 Can I confess something? Prior to being touched by the Spirit of God, I had no real 
prayer life to speak of. Which would’ve surprised some people because I’m fairly well-
articulated when I pray publicly. But privately. Nah. It was just a chore that I hardly kept up with. 
I was like the disciples in the Gospels. When Jesus asked them to pray, they slept! After all their 
training and all their miraculous experiences, they couldn’t connect with God in prayer.  
 But then come to the Book of Acts, and there’s just prayer all over the place! Instinctive, 
joyous, passionate, tireless prayer. Not like the usual, “Wednesday at 7:00 is our prayer meeting 
where we’ll make a list of prayer requests and hope for the best outcome of Ed’s ‘unspoken’ 
request.” (Where do we come up with this stuff?) The first church prayed Peter out of prison! In 
Acts 4, their prayer meeting was so wonderful, that the Holy Spirit literally shook the place! Or 
how about the monumental vision about reaching Gentiles that Peter received in Acts 10? He 
was on Simon Tanner’s roof in such deep prayer that he fell into a trance! 
 Ministering in the Secret Place is both priestly and loving. I want to refer again to the 
Song of Songs to show you the love of our Lord. King Solomon invited his bride into the cleft of 
the rock so he could hear her voice and see her face! Imagine God saying to you, “Your voice is 
sweet, and your face is lovely.” Would it change your prayer life to know that that’s how Jesus is 
inviting you in? Are you comfortable with our God getting face-to-face with you? Would you 
want Him to put undivided attention on your voice alone? As if yours is the only voice that 
matters? My friend, that is how His heart craves you! Like a husband traveling a long distance 
who craves the voice and face of his wife, our God desires you!  
 Each day, the Lord Jesus is sitting in your prayer place, happily awaiting your friendship. 
He appreciates your list of prayer requests, but that’s like a honey-do list, isn’t it? What would 
your marriage be like if all you had was the to-do list? What about the conversations and 
friendship and alone time? Don’t you think that Jesus wants you to speak to Him like a friend? 
He wants to ask you how your day is. He wants to guide you as a loving Father. He wants to pour 
out revelation into your heart. He wants to be known! This reminds me of that famous Ghost of 
Christmas Present in A Christmas Carol. That jovial spirit called Scrooge into his presence with a 
bellowing shout, “Come in and know me better, man!” I think Jesus would love to invite you in 
for that same reason. This is the classic case of Martha vs. Mary. The Lord said there is one 
needful thing. And there’s no replacing the secret place with anything else in the whole world.  
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 One of the most famous lyrics in the Bible is from Psalm 84:10, “Better is one day in 
your courts than a thousand elsewhere!” Can't you just feel the Psalmists passion for the Lord?? 
Who in the world would say this unless he has been personally touched by the presence of the 
Almighty? Nobody would say this lofty praise about their prayer list. Nobody would shout such 
adoration about a dry and dead church service. But really, friend, really consider what he’s 
saying here.  
 Last year, my wife and I were treated to a really tremendous bed ‘n breakfast getaway. 
We had two nights in a beautiful, historic home. We had amazing steak dinners the first night, 
and ate lobster bisque at the beach on the second night. We had a beautiful bike ride near the 
ocean, a pool to ourselves, and a campfire. Our kids were with a sitter, and we enjoyed each 
other’s company! It was truly a highlight of our marriage. An absolute highlight! We’ll never 
forget that magical getaway! 
 One thousand days is nearly 3 years. So let’s be really practical to drive home this point: 
One single 24-hour day in God’s presence is a better experience than 3 years at a bed ‘n 
breakfast with my wife. I mean, listen to this! Just a visit to God’s courts is better than living 
1,000 days in the lap of luxury without Him!  
 Have you experienced God’s presence like this? Do you know what it means to crave just 
one day in His presence? Do you know the nearness of His Spirit who lives in you? Have you 
heard God call you by name (or even by a new name), and describe the identity that He has 
lovingly crafted inside of you? Have you felt His Spirit’s touch and heard Him speak your 
destiny? I think you would know that you have if you could say, “Yes!! That touch from 
Heaven’s Courts is more desirable than even a 1,000-day vacation!”  
 And now consider that Jesus Christ would say the same thing about you! “He knocks, 
saying, 'Open for me, my love, my dove, my perfect one,’” Song of Songs 5:2. The King waits in 
the secret place for His bride! In fact, the very final words of Solomon to the Shulamite are these, 
“Let me hear your voice.” Our bridegroom calls to us, “Let me hear your voice.” Not for the 
dutiful prayer routine of obligation. But for love.  
 So then how do we fellowship with Jesus in the secret place? The Spirit of God. Who 
empowers the priesthood? The Spirit of God. Who pours the Father’s love into our hearts? The 
Spirit of God. What caused the disciples to rejoice in long hours of prayer? The Spirit of God. 
 There are so many promises of God concerning His Spirit in your life. The child of God 
is invited to step into those promises and claim them as His own. Otherwise, all we have is our 
cold, dead, modern version of play-church, where we go round and round about doctrine, 
remaining bound by our secret sins, never experiencing the joy of the Lord, and relegating the 
power of God to the Bible times.  
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 But if you’re willing to receive the call of God to meet Him in the secret place, and to 
minister to Him heart-to-heart as a beloved priest after His own heart, then by all means, close 
this book, hit the floor, repent of any way the Spirit reveals that you’ve grieved or quenched 
Him, and ask for Heaven’s Oil! It’s as simple as that. Stay there until you know it’s happened! 
Jesus is calling to you, “Let me see your face, Let me hear your voice; For your voice is sweet, 
And your face is lovely.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
  
  
  
  

 Part 4: 

     Agape Love at the Center of our Ministering 
  
 Here’s a list of lies from the enemy that most Christians are tolerating. Man, I think we 
may affiliate more with this list of lies than we would with the promise of a “sound mind.”  Do 
any of these resonate with the way you feel or have felt in the past? 

1. God does miraculous things for other Christians, but not for me.  

2. I can’t pray or minister in the Spirit the way that believers do.  

3. The Lord has to love me because I’m His child, but He doesn’t like me.  

4. I’ve sinned too badly for Him to be accepted by Him.  

5. I’ll struggle with this sin habit until Heaven.  

6. Learning the Bible is a monumental task, and I’ll never be as good a Christian as the 

well-educated believers.  

 I’ve begun this section with common lies, because practically every lie the devil feeds 
you will impact your understanding of God, and by extension, the identity that you have in Him. 
Remember the prodigal son who said to himself, “I am no longer worthy to be called his son.” 
Any godly parent knows how wrong he was to think that! How patient is a Christian parent with 
his child? We may not be infinitely patient like God, but you know that you wouldn’t disown 
your own kid!  
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 Right now I want you to put the lies in your head straight into the same trash heap where 
the prodigals’ lie belongs! The father did NOT disown his boy, and neither does your Father! 
 I have found that the vast, vast majority of believers feel as if they’re living a second-rate 
Christian life. Practically everybody has spent a portion of their Christianity thinking, “If only I 
had a different situation like (so-and-so), then I’d be as good and faithful as him.” We hardly say 
this out loud. It’s usually tucked away in the vault of our heart. But we know what that feels like.  
 When we choose a visible metric to gauge the love of God, we fall. If I look at church 
attendance, spiritual giftings, or compare myself to another family, I’ll fall into either pride or 
envy. Our tendency to think the grass is greener on the other side leads us only into bitterness. 
Our heart grows hard. And even if we don’t say it, the feeling is that God has been unfair to us. 
How can we swallow such lies if we’re promised “power, love, and a sound mind”? 
 Guess how many times the word “love” is in the Bible. Would you say 100? 200? 500? 
Yes indeed! Well over 500 times, we can read the word love. This is the first and great 
commandment! But in our hard-heartedness, we have actually redefined love. Or perhaps we’ve 
reduced it down to only one of it’s many facets. The unloving and unloved Christian will say, “I 
love you by telling you the truth!” Well, of course we do. But so much more than that, we love 
by… loving.  
 Good grief, brother. How do you love your kids? By only telling them the Truth? Is that 
the limit on loving your wife? Absolutely not. If all you do is tell someone the Truth, then believe 
it or not, you are actually not loving that person.  
 Does the judge or doctor or teacher love you by telling you the truth? Or is he just doing 
his job? Even if that job is for the good of humanity, it’s not enough to qualify as love.  
 In 1 Corinthians 12 - 14, we find a wonderful manual for Spirit-filled ministry. We’re 
given some of the clearest insight to Paul’s ministry that He learned from Jesus. And sitting right 
in the middle of that exposition is the fat section of Chapter 13 - the Love chapter. The standard 
of our ministry is definition of love that’s spelled out in those 14 sentences.   
 If love is patient and love is kind, then preaching is patient and teaching is kind. If love 
does not envy or boast, then ministry does not envy or boast. Love believes all things and bears 
all things, so missions work believes all things and bears all things. Get it? Love is the standard. 
 The Bible teaches plainly that if my way of ministering to God and man can’t be 
described as that chapter describes love, then “I am nothing.” (1 Corinthians 13:2) You might 
have a huge church, successful results, prophetic utterances, give away all your income, and have 
more faith than any Christian in history, but wow! If you do all that without love, the sum total is 
“nothing!” 
 Over the years, I’ve thought about the ministries I have led and have wondered if I am 
more loving than the local co-ops, coffee shops, or the school groups. Jesus said that people 
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would know we’re His disciples by our love for one another, but I definitely only loved with a 
natural love. I grew up in Indiana, man. We’re super nice people! And the Christians are super 
nice people! But do I demonstrate love like Jesus or like my Indiana upbringing? Do I love like 
the first church or just with people who are in my particular Christian clique? In my experience, 
love went out the window if a Christian believed something like theistic evolution, or carried 
another Bible translation, or spoke in tongues.  
 In order to love like Barnabas loved, we need the fruit of the Spirit to be heavy on the 
vine! God’s primary fruit is love, and when a man is overflowing he makes even his enemies to 
be at peace with him. The Spirit anoints men with His love! Dan Baumann was arrested in Iran 
and beaten daily for preaching the Gospel, and yet, against his flesh, he made friends with the 
man who beat him! He stood in court being charged for espionage and proselytizing, and told the 
whole courtroom that he was in Iran because Jesus loves them! He did the very thing in court 
that they arrested him for! How? According to his testimony, it was by the supernatural pouring 
out of love, joy, and peace. Not natural love. Not from his flesh. Not from seminary. Not from 
trying really, extra, super hard to be loving. It was the manifest presence of Love Himself! 
 When that love is manifest in a heart, a Christian becomes a lover of Jesus, a priest who 
loves the secret place of prayer, and one who shakes with wonderful expectation of His coming 
Wedding Day with God! God’s love takes a religious zealot like Paul, who knew only doctrine 
and duty, and made him an ideal father figure for the church at large. Man’s natural love gets us 
only so far. Which is not very far at all. Man’s natural love leaves us saying stupidity like, “I love 
people when I tell them the truth!” Man’s natural love is feebly fragile, and believes the lies of 
the devil such as, “I’m no longer worthy to be called God’s son.” But when the Father’s love is 
poured into your heart by the Holy Spirit, then you don’t have to force yourself to love that 
weirdo at church. You will be moved by the Spirit’s love! And when Abba’s love dwells in you, 
you don’t hate the guy in the mirror. You aren’t disgusted by your own repeated failure. Why? 
Because Abba loves you! Because Abba even likes you! And that is my strength!  
 Jesus loves me. This I know. 

 Only the Spirit of God can make our ministry one of power, love, and a sound mind. If 
we took inventory of our church and compared it to the Scriptures, would we say that we have 
the power of the 1st century believers? Do we have the love they had? And do we have their 
soundness of mind? 
 Personally, I’d say it’s a crock that all the promises of God were supposedly just for one 
century, and that somehow those promises were replaced with strict Bible education. We’ve 
turned the Tabernacle of God into nothing more than a stiff college classroom. Jesus never called 
it the house of preaching, but that’s what we’ve done. Out with the prayer, in with the pulpit!  

31



 All the ministry busyness that lacks the love of 1 Corinthians 13 has left us with what 
God calls “nothing.” We preach against certain works of the Spirit and wonder why we don’t see 
revival. We claim that the God who never changes changed. He hasn’t. But that’s our claim.  
 I challenge you to read up on the Moravians, the Welsh revival, or the First Great 
Awakening. (There are loads more to choose from, even modern revivals, but these are the ones 
we all trust.) Go read about them and you’ll see a movement that looks like Acts. You’ll read 
testimonies about open visions, people fainting under the Spirit, healings, repentance, holiness, 
and sacrificial love. In other words, in the person of God’s Spirit, you’ll find power, love, and a 
sound mind.  
 This is the one and only way that the Bride is prepared for her wedding day. Only when 
the Spirit and Bride are in harmony will they cry out, “Come, Lord Jesus.” And you’ll go out to 
meet the Lover of your soul.  

 “Set me as a seal upon your heart, As a seal upon your arm; 
For love is as strong as death, Its flames are flames of fire, A most vehement flame. 
 Many waters cannot quench love, Nor can the floods drown it. 
If a man would give all the wealth of his house for love, It would be utterly despised.” 
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Chapter 5 
FIT for Hearing the Spirit: Principles for Communicating with God 

For God may speak in one way, or in another, Yet man does not perceive it. In a dream, in a 
vision of the night, When deep sleep falls upon men, While slumbering on their beds, Then He 

opens the ears of men, And seals their instruction.  
··Job 33:14·· 

 The man Elihu reminded Job that God speaks in one way or another. In our vernacular, 
we might say “this way and that way.” You’ve heard God in one way or another. God certainly 
speaks. But notice. It’s important to acknowledge from the outset that the Lord is constantly 
speaking. In fact, He speaks more than any of His created beings. But notice what the verse says: 
“Yet man does not perceive it.” 
 Hearing God is the goal and calling of your life. My goal for this chapter is to help us all 
better perceive what the Spirit of God is saying. There’s something very strange about this topic. 
Somehow, the entire church understands that God speaks, and yet we disagree about how He 
speaks. Let’s begin by agreeing with Job 33 that God may speak in one way or another. God is 
not limited to speaking exclusively through the Bible. He speaks in a vast multiplicity of ways! 
 If you’ve been in the Church for a while, you know what I mean. Consider the long-
winded preacher who gets on a rabbit-chasing tangent and follows up with, “Whoa, I don’t know 
why I said that. It must’ve been the Holy Spirit!” See what I mean. We all know that God speaks 
in more ways than the Bible itself. The beautiful thing about this subject is that once a Christian 
starts pursuing God’s Voice, he realizes that he’s been hearing God all along. A lady told me just 
three days ago, “I’ve been receiving dreams from God my whole life, but I had just excused 
them away!” You are more familiar with God’s Voice than you might suspect.  
 Consider if you’ve had this experience. You’re speaking to someone when something so 
surprisingly wise comes out of your mouth that you immediately know that was from the Lord! 
Have you experienced that? I’m positive that you have! That’s what Paul called an “utterance of 
wisdom” in 1 Corinthians 14. This is what we call a spiritual gift. And when a person is uttering 
the words of the Lord in a revelatory manner, we call it a prophetic gift. This happens all the time 
in God’s work. Like when the pastor preaches something oddly specific in his sermon without 
any natural knowledge of his own and someone says, “that was just for me!” These divine 
moments happen frequently. But they’re not at all random. These moments are meant to be 
sought after! 1 Corinthians 14:1 says, “Desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may 
prophesy.” 
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 So here’s my bottom line: if you are able to hear God, then shouldn’t you prioritize 
listening for His Voice? If those moments can happen when God’s wisdom flows through your 
heart and comes out your mouth, then shouldn’t you pursuing His utterances of wisdom all the 
time? We are called to be conduits of His Spirit, after all. If there is a capacity for hearing, then 
attention must be given to listening.  
 Pastor Peter Lord gave an amazing illustration in his book, Hearing God:  

 “During a wedding reception at our home some years ago, I stepped outside for a moment 
to escape the crowd and the noise. There, on the small path leading from the front door to the 
driveway, was one of the ushers. Head cocked, he was peering intently at the plantings beside the 
walk.  
 “‘What’s up?' I half-whispered, trying to see what he was looking at and wondering what 
new escapade was being planned for the bride and groom.  
 “‘Mr. Lord,’ came the awed answer, ‘do you know that you have eighteen different kinds 
of crickets in those bushes?’  
 “Crickets? I stared at him blankly. I had lived here for years and never consciously heard 
a cricket! But he, a graduate student in entomology at the University of Florida, had learned to 
distinguish over two hundred different types of cricket calls with his natural ear. Imagine 
learning to listen to crickets! I suddenly understood that a person “learns” to hear and that a 
hearing ear can be developed. I also realized that there were many sounds I was not hearing.” 
 Pastor Peter Lord had the same exact capacity to hear crickets as the entomologist. But 
one man had trained to listen. Same hearing, different listening. 

 We can actually train our hearing, even while sleeping! My little alarm wakes me up, but 
my wife’s little alarm doesn’t. Folks that live near railroads or airports can sleep right through the 
deafening noise. Why? Because even in our sleep, we train our hearing. This includes people 
who dream from God. Get it? It’s worth repeating. Same hearing, different listening.  
 Jesus said, “He that has ears to hear, let him hear.” We could say, let him listen. “If 
anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, 
out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” 
 If someone says, “how can I hear God speak?” His first question must be, “Am I 
thirsting?” I’ll bet you can finish this verse: “You have not because ___ ___ ___.”  That’s right. 
You don’t have because you don’t ask. So is the Church asking? Is she thirsting? Jesus said, "My 
sheep hear my Voice and they know me.”  So be encouraged! I want to say that if you’re a sheep, 
you have already heard him. You are probably super comfortable with saying things like, “God 
laid this on my heart.” Man, that’s not even a Bible phrase, but we use it freely, right?  
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 In that old hymn, “Send the Light,” there is a very interesting line: “We have heard the 
Macedonian call today!” Oh my word! The Macedonian call was Paul’s prophetic dream! It’s so 
crazy to me that I used to say that prophetic dreams ended, and yet I’d sing about hearing one. 
That’s probably because we intuitively know that God never stopped speaking personally. It’s 
just that we let our manmade doctrines make excuse for our lack of experience.  
 I thank God that in my Baptist heritage, I’ve been trained to hear God through His Word. 
And if your experience is like mine, then you’ve been following Him with a heart that is 
sensitized to His Spirit and a dedication to the Scriptures and the Church Body. And hopefully, in 
this chapter, you’ll receive some tools for furthering your ability to hear the Voice of the Spirit.  
 So here’s my outline. I want you to be FIT for Hearing God’s Voice. We all want to be fit, 
right? Especially fit for Jesus. Let’s get fit for hearing God’s internal whisper.  
 Frequency.  
 Intimacy. 
 Tenacity.  

FREQUENCY. Luke 11:3 “Give us day by day our daily bread.” 

 Okay, so in terms of getting fit, how many salads do I have to eat? How many reps do I 
need to pump? How many miles should I walk? Being fit means being frequent. It means being 
consistent. Even after 10,000 reps, I have to continue frequenting the gym. Fitness is a constant 
pursuit. Yesterday’s fitness can fade rapidly if I stop moving. We need frequency. 
 When I mentioned my three points to another pastor, he said, “Do you mean frequency 
like frequent listening or frequency like radio waves?” Which is accidentally genius, because it’s 
both! We need a frequent tuning of our internal radio to God’s frequency. That same pastor’s wife 
who plays the guitar added to the conversations by saying that she has to tune the frequency of 
her guitar on a regular basis. Playing those strings will tug them out of tune. The guitar’s 
frequency needs to be checked frequently! And so does mine.  
 Every believer knows we must live in the Bible, and beyond that, we must obey every 
impulse of the Holy Spirit. For a long time, the only impulse I was aware of was conviction of 
my sin. But why would we think the Holy Spirit is primarily concerned with being the bowling 
alley bumpers Who only keeps us out of sin’s gutter? He is a guiding compass, a near parent, a 
best friend, a comforter, helper, advocate, wisdom, teacher, shepherd, and more. The more I seek 
Him, the more I’ll hear Him. And those moments when His wisdom flows from my mouth won’t 
be merely sporadic. Those moments will be fruit on the vine. 
 Back in Job 32, a young man named Elihu had to speak truth to his elders and he said, 
“There is a spirit in man, And the breath of the Almighty gives him understanding… For I am full 
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of words; The spirit within me compels me. Indeed my belly is like wine that has no vent; It is 
ready to burst like new wineskins.” The breath of the Almighty is the Holy Spirit, and yes, He 
gives words inside of a man. So much so that Elihu felt as if he was about to pop! 
 If we consider all the ways that the Spirit of God spoke throughout the Bible times, we’d 
recognize that He’s a creative and personal Being. He gives dreams, visions, words, 
understanding, wisdom, writing on the wall, burning bush, images, and more more more. I want 
to recommend that you remove the word “coincidence” from your vocabulary. If you are praying 
for God’s guidance, and it happens, then give God the credit! Don’t give the Lord’s glory to 
coincidence. That’s a pretty quick way to quench the Spirit.  
 Here are some recent examples of God speaking that are far too precise to be 
coincidental.  
 When I shared this lesson outline with a pastor friend, he sent me a picture of his 
devotional notes. A few months prior, he was in prayer and the Lord told him to jot down the 
acrostic F.I.T. but never told him the words. So the screenshot my friend sent me was of a blank 
acrostic in the middle of his devotions from four months earlier spelling the very acrostic that 
I’m using for this chapter. What a great confirmation from God! 
 Another beautiful example of God’s Voice comes from a night that our prayer team was 
delivering a young lady from demonic infirmities. One of our church ladies had a vision of 
butterfly wings on the young lady, who immediately said that “Butterfly” is her family’s 
nickname for her. Isn’t the Lord wonderful? 
 We’ve found that children are excellent at hearing God’s Voice. They don’t have the 
filters of sin, fear, and doubt that adults carry. When I prayed with my boys one Saturday 
morning, my 8 year old, Marcus, said that at 3:00 that afternoon, we needed to go outside and 
witness to someone walking their dog. So we did. We waited until 3:05 and didn’t see a soul. So 
we prayed again. Marcus responded that the Lord showed him that we needed to walk down four 
streets and turn right. We would see someone with a black dog. I’m not even kidding you when I 
say that we walked the four streets, turned right, and having walked nearly the whole distance of 
the street without seeing anyone, we crossed by a large tree and came into view of a lady on her 
porch who had brought her black dog outside to do his business. We gave that lady the Gospel 
and told her how God led us directly to her! Now that is a Macedonian call!  
 Tuning in to God’s Voice through the images, pictures, and words that he puts in our 
hearts is how our church casts our demons, gives inner healing, receives instruction, addresses 
sin, and stays in harmony with one another and the Holy Spirit. His voice is a subtle whisper. 
Like an intuition on the heart that requires absolute attention to receive.  
 These three examples I’ve shard are absolutely wonderful illustrations of God speaking 
and moving. I’ve also noticed that when discussing the voice of the Lord, the conversation 
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moves into asking, “What about the angels and writing on the wall?” I want to give a little notice 
here. Generally speaking, the pattern of the Bible is that the bigger and more noticeable the voice 
of God of the Lord is, the higher the stakes. So in the day that you receive an appearance of 
Christ at your bedside, or the angel Gabriel, or writing on the wall, you’ll likely be entering a 
massive, massive ordeal. But in the daily stuff, it’s a whisper from the Holy Spirit. If you’re 
asking Jesus what Scriptures to read today or if He has a word of encouragement for someone, 
don’t expect God to speak from a thunderstorm! If it’s an obvious manifestation, it will be 
heavy. I think this is why it’s pretty common for people to speak about angels when they’ve had 
a near-death experience or a call to ministry. I would love to have a burning bush experience, but 
I don’t think I’d love leading a nation out of Egypt.  
 The daily speaking of the Lord is subtle and quiet. Why? Because it’s intimate and 
requires our undivided attention. This is what the Lord delights in! 

 These are my four simple steps to tuning to God’s frequency:  
  Be Stilled. Be Filled. Look In. Speak Out.  

 Be Stilled (and know that I am God). Wait upon the Lord like David. Dream like Joseph. 
Pray like Daniel. Sit like Job. Stay on your watch post and keep lookout like Habakkuk. This is 
such an important part of hearing God. Don’t be in a rush to move on. Take time to listen to Him 
in your prayer place, and even when you’re praying over someone, pause and let the Lord speak 
to your heart. Pause. Wait. Be still. It’s tough for us, but there’s no way to get around it. Be still. 
 Be Filled. Be filled with the Spirit and be filled with the Word. The more Scripture you 
have in you, the more you’ll hear Him using it to direct you! John 14 says the Holy Spirit teaches 
us and brings teachings to remembrance. I know some men and women who absolutely thrive at 
this principle. The Word pours from their mouth like living water. You can hear God without a 
college degree, but the heart speaks from the abundance/overflow of the heart. Fill up on God. 
His written Word and His spoken words. Additionally, don’t clutter your image machine 
(imagination) with worthless thoughts. I’m not even talking sin. I mean idle thoughts or 
worthless images. If you want to hear from God, listen to Him. Don’t get caught up in devouring 
amusements at the expense of your inner man. Be filled.  
 Look In. God’s Voice is internal. Jesus said the Spirit is like rivers that flow in your 
belly. The Holy Spirit is invisible and inaudible. And yet we desire to see Him and hear Him. 
This is faith! The Spirit’s whisper upon the heart is usually spontaneous and includes 
impressions, thoughts, words, images, memories, Scriptures, feelings, and more. Last week, as I 
prayed for a woman whom I had never met, I asked her if she liked hiking. She gasped and asked 
how I knew that. Well, I sure didn’t. But as I prayed and listened, a memory of a waterfall had 
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popped into my head from out of nowhere. By faith I simply asked if she liked hiking. She said 
that’s where she felt close to God. And because the Lord pointed that out, I know that God was 
saying in those moments, He also felt close to her. God’s Voice is subtle, but recognizable. Look 
in.  
 Speak Out. Sometimes the Lord will put a thought in our hearts, and it’ll seem weird. Or 
it’ll seem too generic to matter to others. But oftentimes when you speak it out, it’ll land with the 
person, and you’ll both be amazed! This is the Church’s prerogative and priority, my friend. 
Listen to the impact of prophesy in 1 Corinthians 14:25, “But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever 
or an uninformed person comes in, he is convinced by all, he is convicted by all. And thus the 
secrets of his heart are revealed; and so, falling down on his face, he will worship God and report 
that God is truly among you.” This is totally worth the risk of being wrong or looking like a 
weirdo. And the more faithfully you steward His words, the more words He’ll trust you with. Be 
faithful and bold to honor God for His speaking. Testify, share, obey, edify, and prophecy for 
Jesus! Speak out.  

 These are my steps for tuning in to God’s frequency. Now be sure to do it frequently. 

INTIMACY. Song of Songs 2:14 
“O my dove, in the clefts of the rock, In the secret places of the cliff, Let me see your face, Let me 
hear your voice; For your voice is sweet, And your face is lovely.” 
 This point is so absolutely important to your Christin walk. God is calling you into a 
deep, growing, vibrant relationship. He calls you friend and He calls you beloved. This is the 
horse that draws the cart of ministry. And I cannot emphasize this point enough! Don’t even 
bother with being “prophetic” until you’ve learned how to be intimate.  
 Here’s the warning. When a church demonstrates the power of the Spirit, the first sinful 
reaction is jealousy (think about Ananias and Sapphira trying to imitate Barnabas). See, my 
carnal self says, “I want to minister like that guy!” And so, when we see power, a sinful reaction 
is jealousy. 1 Peter 2 speaks about Spirit-filled ministry and specifically says to put away envy. 
Maybe Peter had remembered the way that Simon the Sorcerer was envious of God’s power.  
 In Acts 8, there was a wizard named Simon who got saved and saw the Spirit working in 
Peter and he actually offered money to buy the power. I think this is from our natural, carnal 
tendency to want prophetic ministry without a personal friendship with God.  
 The proper way for us to function is to have a personal walk with God, to enjoy His Voice 
in our daily devotional time — in our secret place of prayer — and from the overflow we can 
minister. There’s a difference between knowing how to be in love with Jesus and actually being 
in love with Jesus. This all begins with your quiet time with Him. 
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 Can you pause a moment and consider how much time you spent with God this week? If 
your “devotional” time is something like reading an email, that’s a good thing, but that’s 
probably the equivalent of reading a text message from your spouse. Not really quality time, 
right? Today, my wife was sitting outdoors in the sunshine talking to her mom on FaceTime. I 
admired my wife through a window, taking pleasure in her smile and the love she was showing 
her mom. I think my wife is lovely and I enjoyed watching her in conversation. The problem for 
me is that while I love watching her, I’d rather lock eyes with my sweet Leah and engage in 
romance than be a mere spectator of hers. I couldn’t help but wonder if this is like the standard 
Christian relationship. Do we enjoy watching God work at a distance instead of engaging in a 
relationship with Him? Even if Leah was talking on the phone about me, that’s not the same as 
her talking to me. You might be awesome at talking about God. And it certainly blesses the Lord 
to talk about Him to others. But He might very well be longing for you to talk to Him. He says 
like the king of Song of Songs, “In the secret places of the cliff, Let me see your face, Let me 
hear your voice; For your voice is sweet, And your face is lovely.” Have you ever considered 
your devotion time to have that kind of invitation from God?! He’s delighted to hear your voice! 
 Listen to the king again, “You have ravished my heart, My sister, my spouse; You have 
ravished my heart With one look of your eyes” (Song of Songs 4:9). Dear friend, when you 
prayed today, when you shut your eyes to the world and breathed the name Jesus, giving Him 
your undivided attention, you ravished His heart! You. ravished. His. heart. Giving the Lord your 
love even moves Him to say, “O my love, turn your eyes away from me, For they have overcome 
me” (Songs 6:4). Can you imagine a God who loves you so much, He longs for you to give Him 
just one glance, and then, in lingering attention, He cries out, “It’s too much! Look away! You 
have overcome my heart!” I dare say that the greatest ability that you will ever have is the ability 
to captivate the King’s heart. You, mortal saint, are able to move the immovable God. As a child 
overwhelms the heart of a parent, you are invited to overwhelm the Almighty. Not with the scope 
of your ministry, but with the look of your eyes.  
 Go to Him to sing praise, to give thanks, to weep, to write, to dance, to bow, and to listen. 
Discipline yourself to linger longer with Jesus, understanding that your loving affection is the 
reward of His sacrifice. Your faith pleases Him. Your prayers are an aroma in His court. Take His 
heart hostage for the sake of His own pleasure. And then, after you are well acquainted with the 
quiet place, and you know His Voice among a thousand others, you’ll be able to live and minister 
in the public places from the knowledge of His voice.  
 A dozen times, the Psalms say I will “meditate” on the Lord, and most often the 
meditation brings about joy! And the joy of the Lord is our strength! 1 Timothy 4 instructs the 
man of God to meditate in the word, conduct, love, spirit, faith, and purity of God. It says that in 
giving one’s self entirely to them — by continuing in the instruction — the man’s progress may 
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be evident to all. Meditate in them. Continue in them. Meditate. Continue. Meditate. Continue. 
Meditate. Continue. This is the pattern Paul gave to Timothy, the same pattern that we receive 
from Jesus.  
 Too many Christians are trying to continue in the faith without pausing to meditate in the 
Lord. And as I just observed from the Psalms, meditating on God brings joy, and the joy of the 
Lord is our strength. Without meditation on God, we have no joy; and without joy, we have no 
strength. But tragically we try to continue anyway. Depleted. Joyless. On the brink of calamity. 
The man that does not meditate on God always resorts to getting his joy elsewhere. Why do you 
think there is so much scandal in the American church? Joyless, frantic believers are trying to 
perform harder and influence broader while never pausing to lock eyes with the Lord. So the 
megachurch pastor talks about the love of God, but doesn’t experience it for himself. This is 
unsustainable, so men and women turn to vice. This is why the devil’s primary tactic is to simply 
distract you. If you don’t linger with God, you’ll destroy yourself as a result. Find your 
satisfaction in Him alone.  
 What’s the solution to a loveless “Churchianity” and a path towards sinful destruction? It 
is literally as basic as enjoying the intimate relationship with the God who loves you. All one 
must do is stop ignoring the call to “let me see your face in the secret place. Let me hear your 
voice in the cleft of the rock.” Go to God. Go to Him for no other reason than Him. 
 If my prayer life is just a list of requests, then I’m treating God as miserably as a man 
treats a woman who talks to her only about chores and work and needs. America has forgotten 
how to love. 
 I want to gently draw attention to the natural human tendency to reject love. When I first 
began to sit with the Lord and listen for what He is speaking over me, I actually rejected Him. 
Not with my words, but certainly in my spirit. This is because He speaks to me with an immense 
respect, love, and admiration that I wasn’t used to hearing. Also because I certainly did not think 
of myself the way he speaks to me. He might love me, but I didn’t. So my heart wasn’t able to 
receive His love.  
 Here’s a human example of what I mean. You’ll understand what I’m talking about. Last 
week, my sister-in-law asked me if I’d like an Apple watch for Christmas. And my initial heart’s 
response was rejection. Because immediately I imagined the cost of such a gift and knew that I 
wouldn’t be able to reciprocate and so instead of freely receiving a gift of love, my pride was 
saying, “That’s too much.” We say that pretty often, don’t we? That’s too much. Our common 
(and miserably stupid) instinct is for the gift exchange to be comparable in value. Something 
like, “I give $20; you give $20.” But that’s because our broken and wounded hearts are far more 
comfortable with negotiation than they are with love.  
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 When the Lord speaks to his children, the truth is it’s “too much,” but you know what? 
When we offer our kids a gift that is too much, they don’t have any problem accepting, do they? 
Kids freely take any good gift.  
 I recently tried to make this point in a sermon and asked the crowd, “What if someone 
offered you a new house as a present?” All of us adults immediately think, “No way, that’s too 
much!” We all think it, right? How could you possibly accept such a gift. But my 8-year-old son 
piped up in response and said, “I would take it!”  
 Oh, Christian, don’t you know that God has adopted you as His child, and His desire is 
for you to receive His gifts with the joy of an 8-year-old? I want to encourage one simple 
practice before all other things: sit alone with God and tell him how much you love Him, and 
then ask Him how much He loves you. Then listen. Don’t rush ahead. Don’t analyze. Just listen.  
 Knowing that He will speak things to you that are too much and too extravagant, I want 
you to be very aware of how he demonstrates His love to you. And then freely receive it! Allow 
His voice to soften your heart. Become comfortable with vulnerability and openness before God. 
We’re just Mephibosheth, my friend. A paraplegic seated at the royal table in proximity to the 
King. And we’re privileged to make conversation with Him! He doesn’t need me there. But He 
wants me there! He. wants. me.  
 He likes you! He’s captivated by the sound of your voice and the look of your eyes. He 
has so much to say about you, and it’s far greater and purer than anything anyone else will say. If 
he gives you a vision, a Scripture, a thought, money, or any kind of blessing, then receive it. If 
He gives you a free house, receive it like an 8-year-old. One thing is for sure — it will be from 
His heart to yours. He knows exactly how to bless His children and communicate His love. Just 
ask and listen. 
 Sit and be intimate with God. Go capture His heart, and let Him capture yours.  

TENACITY. Psalm 27:8 
“When You said, “Seek My face,” My heart said to You, “Your face, LORD, I will seek.” 
 Okay, Psalm 27 is awesome and perhaps one of the greatest Scriptures to meditate on for 
this topic. “One thing I have desired of the LORD, that will I seek: That I may dwell in the house 
of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in His 
temple. For in the time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion; in the secret place of His 
tabernacle He shall hide me; therefore I will offer sacrifices of joy in His tabernacle; I will sing, 
yes, I will sing praises to the LORD. Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice! Have mercy also 
upon me, and answer me. When You said, “Seek My face,” My heart said to You, “Your face, 
LORD, I will seek.” 
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 The Psalmist was so keen on getting the Lord’s attention that he called this pursuit his 
“one thing.” One thing I desire. One thing I seek. If you were to ask the question, “How can I 
hear God’s voice,” you’d have to consider whether or not He is your one thing. The cold, hard 
fact is that nobody gets His words and presence while bingeing and scrolling. In fact, you won’t 
get His voice by reading a book about His voice. You get the Lord when the Lord is all you seek. 
When you tenaciously pursue Him for who He is, then and only then will His Spirit move upon 
you. Jeremiah 29:13 boldly declares, “And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for 
Me with all your heart.” The Lord never half-heartedly seeks someone, and I think it’s 
appropriate that His Bride would seek to repent of her distractedness, and commit to seeking 
Him as whole-heartedly as He pursues her.  
 Your heart is the object of His affection. And if you’ll dwell on that fact, it’ll move you to 
make Him your one thing. C.S. Lewis said, “It would seem that Our Lord finds our desires not 
too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures.” We have objects of affection. Plural. 
Many. We don’t commit ourselves to Him. We give Him Sunday morning and a prayer before we 
eat. But history’s record of earth-shaking men and women of God is of those who single-
heartedly made God their one, single object of affection.  
 David wasn’t the only one that Scripture records pursuing God exclusively. When Martha 
famously asked Jesus to command Mary to help her serve, Jesus said that Mary had found the 
“one needful thing,” and it wouldn’t be taken from her. What had Mary found? What was this 
great treasure that Jesus Himself protected? It was the Lord. The one needful thing is to sit at His 
feet and stare at Him until the rest of the room seemingly disappears. “Turn your eyes upon 
Jesus, and the things of earth will grow strangely dim.” 
 When the Christian cries out, “Lord, show me your face or else I’ll die!” he will not be 
denied. Oh sure, we might say this in a worship service, but if we’re only seeking on Sunday, 
then we’re sunk. The devil will eat us up Monday through Saturday. The enemy doesn’t mind 
sitting quietly for an hour while you do your redundant Sunday routine. But when you go 
headlong into getting alone with God, and you eat up the hours pining for His glorious presence, 
that’s when your heart will become like Mary’s, your ears will become like a prophet’s, and your 
life will become like Christ’s.  
 Yes. Of course God still speaks. Of course we are equipped to hear Him. The problem is 
in our half-hearted listening.  
 The men and women in our church who walk in the Spirit are the ones who take vacation 
time off of work to get alone with Him. They wake early to seek Him, speak openly about their 
relationship with Him, replace their entertainment with family worship, and are flat-out 
consumed by the Person of Jesus. They are people who cry, “You are my one thing!” They mean 
it. And He knows it. So they get Him.  
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 Does this stir up something inside of you? I’m stirred just by writing about it. I want 
more of God. But the technique is actually in giving Him more of myself. Which means I give 
less of myself to me. I am compelled to give up food, sleep, and certainly my cell phone. When 
tenacity compels me, then I’ll say like Psalm 27, “One thing I have desired of the LORD, that will 
I seek: That I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of 
the LORD, and to inquire in His temple… When You said, ‘Seek My face,’ My heart said to You, 
‘Your face, LORD, I will seek.’” 
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Chapter 6 
The Voice of the Shepherd: God speaks. How can we hear Him?  

 The connection in Hebrews 3:15 between “His voice" and “your hearts” is not 
coincidence. Clearly, right? It’s the Bible! God’s Word doesn’t have coincidences! 
 When we approach this matter of hearing God’s Voice, or being led of the Spirit, it is not 
a principle of education or ministry position, but rather a principle of the heart. Jesus said, 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” And David wrote, “I will bless the LORD 
who has given me counsel; My heart also instructs me” (Psalm 16:7).  
 There’s a verse from Jeremiah that is frequently (VERY frequently) abused and is 
misleading thousands upon thousands of believers. I have little doubt that this abuse stems from 
our idolizing of the intellect and education. We have fostered hard-hearted Christianity. You’ve 
undoubtedly heard it preached or even preached it yourself like I once did. The frequently-
abused-verse-out-of-context is Jeremiah 17:9: “The heart is deceitful above all things, And 
desperately wicked; Who can know it?” 
 All right. Here’s the deal. (Takes deep breath. Cracks knuckles.) To use that verse and 
suggest that your emotions are sinful and should be ignored is a flat-out horrible use of Scripture 
that ignores literally over 1,000 verses that deal with the human heart. It is pathetic eisegesis at 
its literal all-time worst.  
 I’m not gonna be gentle here. It’s ignorant, exegetically embarrassing, and only pleases 
the devil when a preacher stands on Jeremiah 17:9 and suggests that a Christian ought to quench 
the emotion of his heart. For crying out loud, what is the first and great commandment? Love 
God with all your heart!  
 Jeremiah 17:9 is in the context of rebellious Israel. These were idolaters who were 
sacrificing children in Molech’s fire! And just to clarify for us, when Yahweh promised a New 
Covenant, He communicated it with the promise of giving His people a new heart. A new heart! 
He even spoke this through Jeremiah himself! The same guy who wrote about wicked hearts, 
wrote this about new hearts: “They shall be My people, and I will be their God; then I will give 
them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me forever, for the good of them and their 
children after them. And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away 
from doing them good; but I will put My fear in their hearts so that they will not depart from Me” 
(Jeremiah 32:40). When God said “everlasting covenant” He was referring to the New Covenant. 
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“Today, if you will hear His voice, 
Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.” 

··Hebrews 3:15··



The New Covenant’s primary distinction is God’s Spirit indwelling His people, which results in a 
new heart, not the old wicked heart.  
 I’m not being gentle here on purpose. To say that emotional church services or 
affectionate Christians are “carnal” is as foolish as David’s wife Michel mocking his passionate 
dancing before the Lord. Or as hard-hearted as the Pharisees who kept the Law but neglected 
justice, mercy, and faith. This is disobedient to the Great Commandment, which is love. And 
indicative of an extremely fractured understanding of the Word of God. If having a loving heart 
towards God is the #1 commandment, then this corrupt teaching of suppressing your heart 
is a significant disobedience. By building this bad doctrine on Jeremiah 17:9, we have a whole 
generation of churches that are effectively teaching people to “Love the Lord your God with all 
your education, labor, and regulations.” Fail.  

 Let me rapid-fire some Scriptures at you: 

 Deuteronomy 30:6, “And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart 
of your descendants, to love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that 
you may live.” 
 Psalm 37:4, “Delight yourself also in the LORD, And He shall give you the desires of 
your heart.” 
 Ezekiel 36:26, “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take 
the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you 
and cause you to walk in My statutes.” 
 Jeremiah 31:33, “But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, says the LORD: I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I 
will be their God, and they shall be My people.” 

 The New Covenant is about a new heart. This was seen in the immediate and dramatic 
transformations of Simon Barjonah and Saul of Tarsus who became Peter and Paul. New hearts, 
new lives, and even new identities!  
 I would say that if there’s one big, fat common reason that someone cannot hear God’s 
Voice, it’s that they’ve hardened their hearts. As stated by Hebrews 3:15. “Today, if you will hear 
His voice, Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.” 
 I’m not at all suggesting that we follow untethered emotions. We’re each responsible for 
guarding our inner man. Proverbs 4:23 says, “Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it 
spring the issues of life.” In fact, I can honestly say that I am far more cognizant these days of 
how I lead my own heart. Each man leads his own heart on a daily basis, but most men are 
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unintentional about leading his emotions into subjection to Christ. You yourself put things in 
front of your eyes and ears that influence your heart. Your heart is your responsibility. We ought 
to fill it with the things of Jesus. 

 THE ROLE OF MUSIC IN PREPARING OUR HEARTS 

 Isn’t it interesting how Paul’s instruction to be filled with the Spirit is connected to 
speaking to yourselves in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs? Music and singing play a huge 
role in cultivating a heart, for good or for bad. A heart can be cultivated for anything. Each 
day, you’re training your inner man.  
 I’d like to linger here on the topic of music. In my experience, it’s common for 
conservative believers to have a standard of music for church services, and perhaps standards of 
conservative music for their own life, but not to consider the greater implications of music. It’s 
really not about standards of appropriate vs. inappropriate music. It’s about cultivating a heart for 
God the way He has created and taught us to do.  
 Consider for a moment that some believers who oppose certain praise music allow for 
music to excite them in movies or video games. Some guys allow for rock music in their sports, 
while some girls indulge in sensual love songs. Music fills us. And that’s my point here. I’m not 
saying sports music or epic soundtracks or love songs are sin. I’m saying that we’ve made room 
for soul-stirring, energizing, life-giving music in our entertainment, but not in our relationship 
with God. My friend, we cannot go about using our extra-biblical standards to reject heart-
building worship and then not expect to grow sickly hard-hearted in the process. 
 Song is the quickest way to learn and also the quickest way to move the heart. The old 
me, the hard-hearted Joshua, had a bunch of religious rules about music. So much so that the 
drab, yet Scriptural music I sang didn’t do much to move my heart. And the music that did move 
my heart was usually while watching a movie. Thus, my inner man was conditioned for years to 
be stirred up for the world, but not for God.  
 Frankly, God has breathed new life over all the dead bones of my life. Now, because I 
know how important my heart is, I’m intentional about guarding the “imaginations of the heart,” 
as well as using music and other tools to direct my heart towards God. Consider Elisha for a 
moment. 2 Kings 3:15 shows that music was a tool in Elisha’s prophetic kit for hearing God. 
“‘But now bring me a musician.’ Then it happened, when the musician played, that the hand of 
the LORD came upon him.” Obviously, we all know how important David’s music was, even to 
the point of casting a demon off of King Saul! Your heart is not to be caged, my friend. It’s to be 
directed! Yes, give me the song that moves my heart to charge hell in the power of God. Crank 
that good stuff that lifts my heart toward Heaven. Let me sit and repeatedly sing the same chorus 
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of praise to my Lord over and over for minutes and minutes on end. And even right now, I have 
ambient melodies playing in my headphones to keep my heart on God in the middle of this 
coffee shop. Stir. up. your. heart!  
 Think about your marriage for a moment. In order to love your spouse, do you spend 
each day reciting to yourself, “Thou shall not commit adultery!” Or do you focus your time, 
attention, affections, and actions upon loving your spouse? It’s like that old psychological trick 
where someone says, “Don’t think about elephants,” and then, of course, we think about 
elephants. The reason that all the religious restrictions in the world haven’t prevented multitudes 
of Christians from committing deeply grievous sins is because we’ve been training harder and 
harder at trying not to think about elephants. How foolish and how tragic. 
 Rules don’t create love. Why would we think they do? Oh sure, they’re certainly 
necessary. My wedding vows include the rules I agreed to. But love grows when my heart is 
engaged with the object of my affections! The church would see far fewer moral failures if we 
were stirring hearts for Jesus by the indwelling Spirit of God.  
 Just as a man is called to stir up his heart for his wife each day, we are called to fan the 
flame for Jesus! There’s a myriad of ways to stir a heart, but the most powerful tool we have is 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. To the brother who says, “Well, I’m just not a music guy.” I 
get it. I said that for a long time. But guess what. Jesus is a music guy. “And when they had sung 
a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives” (Mark 14:26).  
 And right now, He is actually singing over you!! We read in Zephaniah 3:17, “The LORD 
your God in your midst, The Mighty One, will save; He will rejoice over you with gladness, He 
will quiet you with His love, He will rejoice over you with singing.” There’s an indisputable, 
universal connection between love and song. Be careful in admitting that you’re not a music guy, 
my friend; you may be admitting something deeper.  
 When Jesus said that the pure in heart shall see God, His meaning wasn’t limited to, “be 
without sin.” The word pure definitely means clean, but it also means unmixed. This means that 
He wants a heart of pure gold, not an alloy of various metals. You cannot serve God and 
mammon. For this reason, I have to resist my fleshly desires that tend to “love the things of this 
world.” Not out of a sense of religious behavior as I once did, but because I truly desire God to 
fill every nook and cranny of my heart. For when I am pure, then I shall see Him.  
 The more I seek Him, the more I’ll see and hear Him. The more I see and hear Him, the 
more I desire Him. And for all the churches that have ever said, “Christianity is relationship, not 
religion,” I would say that what I am describing in this chapter is the pathway to that 
relationship. Single-heartedly loving God. Fellowshipping with His Spirit. Looking at the face of 
Jesus. Using each moment of my life to cultivate that love, and being mindful of hardness of 
heart.  
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 If you are determined to hear the Voice of God, then understand that this happens in your 
heart. We don’t hear His audible Voice (normally), but we feel His heart upon our hearts. Give 
Him your unmingled and pure heart, friend.“Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden 
your hearts.” 
  

 In this section, I am proposing 5 priorities for hearing God. They’re not in order of 
importance, but more like a package deal.  

 Five Priorities for Hearing God’s Voice 

 Priority 1: 

     Ask, Seek, and Knock. 

 It’s a common Christian experience in America to think that the one and only way that 
God speaks is through the Bible. While God definitely does speak through His Word, and I’d 
even say He primarily speaks through His Word, there’s no Biblical nor historical reason to think 
He speaks exclusively through His Word.  
 In the journey of learning to hear the Voice of the Shepherd, a Christian who has been 
raised to exclusively heed the written Word will eventually ask, “Well, if I’ve been a Christian 
for so long, why haven’t I heard Him speak by now?”  
 I have a few thoughts here. And I want to lead with encouragement.  
 Firstly, you have heard His voice! You have sensed Him work in your heart! Jesus 
definitively said, “My sheep hear my voice.” If you’re a sheep, you’ve heard Him. And if you’ll 
just remember that He whispers to your heart and not your ears, then you’ll know that it was the 
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··Matthew 7:7-11·· 
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to 
you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it 

will be opened. Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give 
him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? If you then, being evil, 

know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in 
heaven give good things to those who ask Him!”



Lord leading you in those decisions that you yielded to Him. Be encouraged! As you grow in 
His Voice, you’ll find that it’s the familiar voice of the Shepherd you’ve heard all along.  
 Secondly, when someone says, “Why don’t I hear Him?” We have to respond with the 
truth-bomb from James: “You don’t have because you don’t ask.” Remember that the 
foundational truth of the prayer closet is found at the beginning of the New Testament.  

 
 Asking, seeking, and knocking have long been the staple components of all prayer 
models. These basic promises extend to all areas of prayer — each and every good thing that we 
ask for. As we grow closer in our walk with God, we find that the primary prayer, that main 
pursuit of our asking, seeking, and knocking, is the Lord Himself.  
 Yesterday, as I was reading about David in 2 Samuel 21, it stood out to me that in his 
distress, “David inquired of the LORD. And the LORD answered.” Is it possible for a mortal man 
to have an actual heart-to-heart conversation with the living God? David was a champion among 
men because he was a champion in prayer. And for him, prayer included waiting on the Voice of 
God to speak to his heart.  
 Do you think it’s possible to give the Lord a specific question and receive a specific 
response? Does God only lead with the Bible, or would your Father be willing and overjoyed to 
hold actual conversations with you? Is it possible for another Christian to speak an exact word 
into your life by the power of God’s prophetic Spirit? If so, how can we accurately hear Him? 
 We all know David often inquired of the Lord. He received answers from his Shepherd. 
David communed with God. But check this out, David communed with God in his heart. This is 
where the Lord’s Spirit dwells! Not in our bloodpump, but in our inner man! The Book of Psalms 
uses the word heart over 120 times! David was adamant about seeking the Lord! He knew the 
value of the wilderness, just like Jesus, Moses, Paul, and the Prophets. They sought the Lord 
with their whole attention, oftentimes for days on end!  

 Here are some quick bullet points for no other reason than that I like quick bullet points: 

• Does God still speak? Yes. 
• Is it an audible, external voice or an internal whisper upon the heart? Internal whisper. 
• Does He want you to hear Him? Yes.  
• Do you have to be an elite saint to hear Him? No. All saints are elite! 
• Will the Lord withhold Himself from you? Never!! 
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 “Why can’t I hear God’s Voice?” As gently as I can say this, if that’s what you’re 
wondering, then how badly do you want to hear Him? Are you asking, seeking, knocking?  
 James gives two solid reasons why we don’t receive answers to prayer. Firstly, because 
we don’t ask. Many people won’t hear and seek the Holy Spirit if their doctrine says that He 
ceased speaking.  
 And secondly, we don’t have because we ask wrongly. For a long while, I was idolizing 
ministry and was seeking for a flashy new power to display in the church. I wanted to be a 
“prophetic” preacher! But I was way off the mark! Knowing God’s voice is primarily about 
your relationship with the Lord Jesus! He wants to be known intimately and personally.  

 Jesus speaks to His friends! Forget about your “ministry” for a while, and focus on being 
God’s friend, like the patriarch of our faith, Abraham — the friend of God! Draw near to God 
and He will draw near to you. Go after God, and you WILL find Him. 
 Priority #1 is passionate asking, seeking, and knocking. 

 Priority 2: 

     Feast on the Word of God. 
  
 Can you imagine any of the Old Testament prophets disregarding God’s Word? How 
about the apostles? The phrase “It is written,” is recorded nearly 100 times in the Scriptures. And 
hundreds of other occasions mark references to the Law of God and “thus saith the Lord.” In 
short, the Word of the Lord was extremely important to the heroes of the Bible! Your 
relationship with the Word will greatly impact your hearing God.  
 While He doesn’t speak exclusively through the Bible, He does speak primarily through 
it. Moreover, the Bible is the standard for judging the words that others speak prophetically on 
God’s behalf. The awful split that is in the western church is because swaths of believers have 
been speaking words they claim are from the Spirit with little understanding of what the 
Scripture says! The Bible is the authority. It is also life. The Word is honey and bread. If you 
want to hear God, then you would do well to value the Word more than your necessary food! 
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“No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from 

My Father I have made known to you.” 
John 15:15-16



 James 1 calls God the Father of Light, and we certainly know that the testimony of 
Scripture is that He is Light, and as such, He is the Source of our illumination! If you want God’s 
words to flow through you, then let God’s Word flow through you. There’s a powerful 
connection between His written Word and His whispered word. I can guarantee you that the more 
you give your heart to Scripture, the more you’ll hear Him. The Spirit of God will make those 
written words come to life and you’ll receive revelation and illumination!  
 John 14 even says He’ll bring those truths back to memory when you need them! How 
comforting to know that He will provide the right Scriptures at the exact right moment! That 
takes a lot of pressure off of me! We just fill up in the prayer closet and then let Him wring us 
out! 
 As a side note for pastors, I’d include that the Word is the Sword of the Spirit! If your 
“revelation” comes second-hand from commentaries and not from the Spirit of Heaven breathing 
life into your inner man, then you’re missing the mark. It is totally sufficient (actually, it’s the 
best approach) for you to soak in the Scriptures until God speaks to your heart. I mean really stirs 
you. When your boat is rocked then you’ll know He’s given a word to preach. Yes, that can 
happen with other sources like commentaries or songs, but it should happen primarily with the 
Book! When you stand in your pulpit, you should confidently say, “The Lord has given me a 
word.” 
 I hate that my heart is prone to seek other voices. I hate that human nature is to desire a 
mediator to speak between me and God. But this is reality. And we have to fight it. Seek the One 
Voice that matters. Sit with the Bible and the Spirit… and breathe Him in.  
 At some point last year, I realized how much I’d behaved like Peter in Gethsemane. He 
drew his sword and whacked off a dude’s ear! But when I take the Sword of the Lord and move 
without the Spirit, I’m as equally damaging. I’ve injured so many people with the Book. Because 
it’s not my Sword. It’s not the Baptist’s Sword. It’s not the apostles’ Sword. It’s the Sword of the 
Spirit! We must be activated by Him to swing it! And when we are full of the Word, He will 
swing us! 

 “I will stir up your sons, O Zion, and wield you like a warrior's sword.” 
··Zechariah 9:13·· 

 Priority 3: 

     Believe! 
  
 There was a time in my life that I really didn’t know what it meant to walk by faith. I 
figured if I gave my money to the church, or moved to the “mission field” that He sent me to, 
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then I was doing faith things. But I didn’t really do much faith on a daily basis. And then! I 
learned how quiet and subtle His whisper is. And what it means to obey that Voice.  
 A short while ago, I was in the prayer closet and the first impression that came into my 
mind that morning was a huge, toothy grin. Think Cheshire Cat. It was awkwardly toothy. Now, 
I’ve felt God’s smile, but that wasn’t this. It was a picture. Something different. I didn’t know 
what to do with it. But it stuck with me. Later that day, a friend whom I hadn’t talked to in a 
couple years texted me out of the blue and wanted to talk. We scheduled a phone call, and then I 
prayed. I actually brought my son in and we prayed together. We were seeking a word from the 
Spirit to share with this pastor. Something to encourage him. My son explained to me that he had 
seen a big smile with lots of teeth, and I immediately remembered that I had seen the same thing 
that very morning! Okay. We had two witnesses. Well. Now it was time to engage my faith. 
When I called my buddy, and we were about to pray, I asked him if he had any dental needs. He 
responded exasperatedly, “Oh brother. That’s the thorn in my flesh.” 
 Wow!! God really does see what we’re going through! And He really does speak over it. I 
was able to encourage my friend with a direct thought from God! And yet, that thought was very, 
very subtle. It required faith to step out and ask. Sometimes I do that and I’m completely wrong. 
Maybe I grabbed a thought that wasn’t from the Lord, or maybe I misinterpreted it. But no longer 
is my goal to be right. My goal is to bless my Abba. I want to make His heart happy by my faith. 
“For without faith, it is impossible to please Him.” 
 We can be careful when we are giving or receiving words from the Spirit. But careful in 
obedience, not careful in fear. The Bereans in Acts were noble for attempting to see if Paul’s 
message was so, not for seeing if it was wrong. I think it’s weird that people of faith boast 
themselves in being skeptics. And I’m saying that as a recovering skeptic myself. Show me 
where the Scriptures teach us to doubt our brothers and sisters? Aren’t believers supposed to… 
believe?  
 If you want to hear God’s Voice, hand your skepticism to a nearby atheist and start 
believing that God speaks and He speaks to you! 

 Priority 4: 

     Maintain a Clean Heart and Right Spirit. 
 Sin is the dirt on the window of my heart. Sinful thinking will always corrupt my mind, 
sinful behavior will always create strongholds, and sinful consent will always trash my heart.  
 If you want to really hear God speak to you, then, Christian, get serious about your own 
repentance. Clean out your heart. Wipe the windows of your soul. Be mindful of any 
unconfessed sin or rebellion. Create a zero tolerance standard. We will tolerate absolutely 
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nothing that would disrupt my Father’s Voice! It’s the inner man that communes with the Holy 
Spirit. Thus, we must be clean and right on the inside.  
 Remember the promise of Jesus Christ in John 7:37 that He confirmed is according to 
the Scriptures: “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the 
Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” Did that say flow into your 
heart or flow out of your heart? The Spirit of God is a deep, deep well of infinite Living Water 
inside of you. If you feel dry and empty, it’s not because you need to pour in more preaching, it’s 
because there are dams within us from having grieved the Holy Spirit. Or, as the Bible says, 
we’ve hardened our hearts! 
 The original hardness of Israel was at Mt. Sinai when they were invited to go up the 
mountain but were too scared, so they sent Moses. In Deuteronomy 18, Moses told the Israelites 
that because they would not ascend Horeb (Mt. Sinai) to hear God’s Voice but wanted Moses to 
mediate, then that’s the exact pattern that they would receive: a prophetic mediator. But the 
original plan was for the whole people to hear His Voice! And that’s exactly what Paul said to us: 
“All may prophesy.” Because of His indwelling, even the worst Christian has Living Water 
inside of Him ready to flow out! We just have to heed the warning of Moses and Hebrews and 
soften our hearts to hear the Voice. 
 I know that for me, I had a big, actually a massive, need to learn how to be loved by the 
Lord. When I first started listening with intentionality, I learned that He speaks incomparable 
love over His children. It actually took me months to be able to receive the sheer amount of love 
from Abba simply because I had put up walls and wasn’t allowing myself to receive love. Since I 
didn’t love me, there was no way I could let others love me. And this included my own Savior.  
 Think about this. Psalm 23 says, “He makes me to lie down in green pastures.” Why 
would it say that He makes me? In the natural realm, nobody makes me lie down. Man, I’m over 
thirty, so naps are like a hot desire and pursuit in my life! But in the spiritual, I wasn’t resting. 
Much less resting in God. Hebrews 4:11 says, “Let us strive/labor/make every effort to enter into 
that rest.” Good grief! We have to strive to rest? AND He makes me lie down? Don’t you see 
how much of our spiritual battle is tied up in just learning to take spiritual rest in God? This is 
why the Sabbath was Israel’s first command and will remain our eternal promise.  
 Rest. in. God. This means we surrender our sins, our strongholds, our pride, and our 
pursuits. Rest in Abba as a baby is secure in his mother’s arms.  
 Keep a clean heart. Consider the ways that you’ve suffered rejection. Forgive those 
people and repent of your hard-heartedness. Allow God to love you. And rest in Him. You don’t 
have to prove anything. You don’t have to be a better whatever. Just be. Be His. Be loved. Be 
still. Be full. Otherwise, if God speaks, it won’t meet your expectations, and you’ll reject Him. 
It’s imperative to have a clean heart and right spirit.  

53 ··Psalm 51:10·· 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
And renew a right spirit within me.



 Priority 5: 

     Be Watchful — Pay attention to your heart.  
  
 Have you ever considered why the Bible shows God speaking through dreams and visions 
so frequently? For one, images are the language of the heart. I mean, movies are universal, and a 
picture says a thousand words. The Bible contains thousands of word pictures and illustrations 
and parables. Pictures are effective! Before there was written language, there were pictures! In 
fact, the Bible even uses constellations to speak truths! 
 And I just happen to think that dreams are effective because when we’re sleeping, we’ve 
actually become still. Which is something we rarely are while we’re awake. Being still is not an 
American strength, am I right?  
 But the Lord says to “be still and know that I am God.” And sometimes He has to wait 
until we’re asleep for us to actually become still. Men in the Bible valued this. They never, ever 
argued that God doesn’t lead us with dreams! The near-eastern mindset of the Biblical culture 
was fully accepting of supernatural communication with God. Joseph, David, Daniel, the other 
Joseph, and Paul each obeyed the dreams they received from God. As my friend said, “We are 
designed to dream.” Check out Psalm 4:4, “Be angry, and do not sin. Meditate within your heart 
on your bed, and be still.” 
 There’s a guarantee that when you create patterns of stillness in your life, and when you 
give honor and value to the internal voice of God, you will hear Him. The very announcement of 
the church age on Pentecost was, “Your young men will see visions, your old men will dream 
dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and 
they will prophesy.” Prophets and apostles valued their alone time with God. And if you give 
careful attention to your heart, the Lord will flow through you also!  
 Yesterday, when I was concluding my morning prayer time with the Lord, I was suddenly 
aware of the strong impression that He was hugging me. Not physically. But spiritually. I 
received that, and I simply prayed, “I love you, Dad.” As I walked into the house, my son 
immediately hugged me and said, “I love you, dad.” I mean, wow wow WOW! Does the Lord 
not love us more than we love our own children? Now let me say that if I excused that as 
coincidence, I would be quenching the Spirit, and He would stop speaking that way. But since I 
receive it in faith, and I honor and value His Voice in the myriad of ways that He speaks, then He 
continues to speak to me. And He’ll do the same for any of His children! 
 Have you ever heard those salvation stories where someone is at their wits’ end and they 
call out to God, and He responds? It may be something like, “I was dead broke, and I called out 

54



to Jesus to save me and deliver me, and there I saw a $100 bill on the ground! So I immediately 
gave Him my life!”  
 I would say that in our desperation is when we get watchful. And when we’re watchful, 
we see Him! We can find His Voice in the Bible, or through godly mentors, through the prayer 
meeting, through circumstances, or nature, and yes, even His inner voice. Give Him credit when 
He moves upon you, and He’ll move more and more frequently! 
 Can I encourage you to expect to hear His Voice in all areas of your life? Proverbs 3:5-6 
famously says, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; 
In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” Man. That’s it! If you’ll just 
acknowledge Him at work in your life, He’ll speak more and more! He’ll lead you in all the 
ways of your life. You’ll walk in peace, in wisdom, and in great power! Just acknowledge Him, 
my friend.  

 Dear Christian brother or sister, I do hope that you’ll make it a habit to pray something 
like this, “Lord, if You’ll speak clearly enough for me to understand, and help me to see You at 
work, then I will acknowledge You. I will thank You and will testify of You to others. I’d love to 
hear You speak, Abba. I’d love to hear more about who You are. And I’d love to know how much 
You love me. Please, Holy Spirit, send me dreams and visions and help me to be still enough to 
receive them. By grace, I will do my part and acknowledge You in all my paths. Thank You for 
speaking, Lord Jesus. Amen.” 
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Chapter 3: 

A Case for Cessationism: "Tongues will cease!”  

“I walked away from that denomination because they hurt me so badly!” 
“I can’t imagine that the first church was anything like what I see TV evangelists doing!” 

“Those holy rollers are just teaching emotionalism!” 

 These kinds of statements are about as common to the American Church as “It’s my 
pleasure!” is common to Chick-Fil-A. Everyone has his ideas about tongues and healing. And 
usually, your opinion matches one of the two camps. You believe either cessationism or 
continuationism. And there’s not much grace in one camp towards the other! Whatever you 
believe, can you agree that we’re horribly judgmental in how we treat the other?  
 When it comes to the gifts, it seems apparent to me that we evangelicals, who pride 
ourselves in being loyal to the Word, have actually formed our doctrines out of something that 
we claim to put no stock in - experience!  
 I’m guessing that the primary readers of this book were either those brought up in a 
cessationist church setting (like my Baptist heritage), or maybe those who were hurt in a 
charismatic space and have chosen to become cessationist (like several of my friends). In either 
case, I think you’ll find that it’s the experience of your life that has led you to whatever you 
believe about the gifts.  
 Usually it’s a reaction to charismatic excess or error rather than a position based on the 
Scriptures themselves. Again, nothing new. Since the gifts have surged in the past 200 years, 
there have been tons of disagreements, and as a result, tons of church splits. Check this out: 
there’s a good chance your particular denomination has a doctrinal position on the Spiritual gifts. 
Right? Doesn’t your church or pastor have a doctrine concerning the spiritual gifts? When I 
started my church, I specifically used “non-charismatic” in our primary description. (That was a 
weird and unnecessary label that didn’t last long.) 
 You’re catching my point. Everybody has an opinion on the Spiritual gifts! With that 
said, if you claim that the gifts ceased in the first century, can you pause for a second and think 
of your Biblical reason for cessationism? If you believe tongues or prophecy or healings have 
ceased, then what’s your reasoning for that belief? If someone asked you point blank for the 
chapter and verse that supports this entire doctrine that you hold to, what would you say? Okay. 
Let’s wait. Don’t continue reading until you’ve thought about it. 
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 Maybe you’re dead-settled on this topic and you have a verse on hand. Maybe you’re not. 
Maybe you’re not sure about whether the “sign gifts” ceased or not. I think there’s probably a 5-
point scale where we all exist on this doctrine of gifts. Consider where you’re at on this scale. 
 

  
 Truth is, most people aren’t talking about this doctrine. Kudos to you for reading this 
book! I’d say that your position on that scale likely determines why you’re reading this. You 
might have your walls up right now. Or! You might be cautiously curious. But man alive, why on 
earth does it actually feel like this is a scandalous topic?? It’s all over the Book of Acts and the 
epistles! Spiritual gifts are a Bible teaching! And what’s worse is that half of my readers will be 
nervous for their peers or pastors to find out that they’re even researching this! Hello?? 

 There is a noticeable cognitive dissonance on this topic, in which I see that Christians 
generally do not handle this doctrine the way that we are careful to define other positions in the 
church according to the Scriptures. For example, while we open the Word to define our ideas of 
baptism or evangelism, we typically define our understanding of healing or prophetic words by 
“osmosis”. It’s either because of believing a teacher, or of actually encountering the gifts in a 
way that freaked us out.  
 It’s quite difficult to find anyone who is carefully teaching and practicing these things 
from the Scriptures! And as I said before, practically nobody has civil conversations about it. The 
result is that the vast majority of American Christians cannot satisfactorily explain their position 
from the Bible, but they attend a church that strongly believes either against or for the “sign 
gifts.” Thus I say, cognitive dissonance. How can we strongly believe a doctrine that we can’t 
strongly defend from the Word? What other doctrine do we treat that way? I tend to believe this 
behavior has been the work of our enemy to prevent the Church from walking in the power of 
God. 
 This chapter is for the three-fold purpose of 1.) addressing seven reasons for 
cessationism, 2.) judging what Biblical value those reasons hold, and 3.) determining if we could 
improve these positions according to the Scriptures. Sounds great, right? It’s good to re-evaluate 
our church practices according to the Word. I’m absolutely sure you agree! 
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Cognitive Dissonance: the state of having inconsistent thoughts, beliefs, or attitudes



 Hopefully, you’ve paused and considered your Scriptural position on the gifts. Maybe 
you’ve been inclined to call your pastor and find out. I commend the effort you’re putting into 
this re-evaluation! It was necessary for me, and it’s why I’ve titled this project, Another Look at 
the Spiritual Gifts. It’s safe to say that the vast majority of believers in our country need to take 
another look at the Book, and see if they’re walking in obedience or in cognitive dissonance.  

 This chapter puts forward seven of the most common points arguing that the supernatural 
gifts of the Spirit ceased some time in the early church history. Some arguments are based on 
Scriptures, and others are more experiential. Let’s note what ideas have been put forward and 
reassess these interpretations.  

 Here are seven common arguments: 
1. With the completed Canon of Scripture, there’s no longer a need for authenticating signs. 
2. These sign gifts existed to validate the authority of the apostles and prophets.  
3. We could get carried away like the crazy charismatic stuff on TV! 
4. Signs were for unbelieving Jews. 
5. False prophets should be put to death! 
6. A Game of Semantics: What you call prophecy, I call impressions. 
7. If supernatural gifts still exist, why don’t we see them like in the Book of Acts? 

  ARGUMENT 1: 

With the completed canon, there’s no longer a need for authenticating signs.  
  
 I put this argument up front because it’s the premiere position from my Baptist 
background. But it’s not just the Baptists, because I’ve also heard leading cessationist voices 
from other camps use this argument. “If Christians are expected to seek out a word of knowledge 
or a word of wisdom, is the Bible not sufficient?” said one popular pastor. (I want to 
intentionally avoid using names when it sounds like I would be rebuking someone.) It’s very 
common to pick up a systematic theology book written by a bright, evangelical scholar and read 
something along these lines. The idea is that these gifts of the Spirit were temporarily in the 
first century until the Bible was completely written.  
 The theological word we use is “canon.” Which is a term that refers to the authority of 
the Bible. Canon means rule of law. When we speak of the canonicity of Scripture, we mean that 
the Bible is the standard or rule by which we practice our faith, to which we all shout, “Amen!” I 
believe in the final and closed canon of Scripture! Which is actually a primary reason for this 
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project. My spirit cries out, “We must align with the Word of God!!” And that heart cry is why 
it’s necessary to break our dreadful social norms and take another look at the spiritual gifts.  
 I believe the canon of Scripture closed when the Book of Revelation was completed. 
There are 66 authoritative Books that compile the Bible, and there will be no more. It is 
sufficient. The Bible is no longer “under construction.” We have the completed Word of God. I 
repeat: it is sufficient.  
 Cessationists read about the miracles and often believe that those were some kind of 
placeholders until we got the whole Bible. The cessationist argument is that the sufficiency of 
Scripture nullifies the need for spiritual gifts. (Okay, I’ve rephrased that enough. Let’s get on 
with it.) 

The Bible is sufficient for doctrine, but we’re expected to be led of the Spirit. 

 But wait. Sufficient for what, exactly? If I say that water is sufficient, surely we’d 
understand that I don’t mean to put in the gas tank of my car. We know sufficiency is not all-
encompassing. If three people claim the Bible is sufficient, those three people could mean 
dramatically different things. 
 The Bible is sufficient as our final authority of faith and practice and for living a life 
of godliness. True. If a preacher or prophet says otherwise, they are false. The Bible is sufficient 
to teach you what God wants you to know about Him. The Bible is sufficient to teach the pure 
Gospel. And the Bible is even sufficient to tell you about a good marriage, wise financial 
practices, and guidelines for raising kids. However, is the Bible sufficient to tell you which 
person to marry, or where to work, or in which mission field you should work?  
 See, the Bible is sufficient for “doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness.” That’s 2 Timothy 3:16, and I teach that to children like this: “what’s good, what’s 
bad, how to get right, and how to stay right.” But no. You didn’t marry your spouse or choose 
your vocation because the Bible says, “Thou shalt marry Felicia and minister in Chile.” We make 
these decisions by the leading of the Holy Spirit. I don’t think you'd disagree with that, so let’s 
keep moving. 
 The passage of Scripture that I was taught for cessationism was 1 Corinthians 13. Verse 
10 says, “But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away.” 
A common cessationist interpretation is that “that which is perfect” is referencing the canon of 
Scripture, and “that which is in part” means the gifts of the Spirit. Thus, the gifts expired when 
the canon closed.  
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 Okay. This should be simple enough. Let’s look at the context and judge this 
interpretation. 1 Corinthians 13:8-13. 

 This is literally so straight-forward that one seminary professor who wrote a book 
promoting cessationism said that this is the most problematic passage of Scripture to him. Firstly, 
Paul revealed a prioritization of love over the gifts. “The greatest of these is love.” It’ll abide 
forever, even in Heaven. Prophecy, tongues, and special knowledge will not. Those are just 
partial gifts. Secondly, he made an illustrative distinction between childhood and manhood. And 
thirdly, he moved on to a pair of “now and thens.” Now we see dimly in a mirror… then we will 
see face to face. Now I know in part… then I shall know just as I am known. He’s making a very 
simple case: the gifts of the Spirit are for now and not for then. Here comes the big debate: What 
is the now and what is the then? The now is childhood, and the then is manhood. But when is 
that?? 
 Try to answer this one, is there anything at all in 1 Corinthians 13 that causes us to think 
Paul had the final canon of Scripture in mind? Let me ask you, privileged Christian who has the 
complete canon of Scripture, do you currently see Jesus face-to-face and know Him as you are 
known? Or do you currently see through a dim mirror? (Like James 1:23 also says.) There’s 
actually not a shred of evidence anywhere in this chapter that “that which is perfect” is 
referencing the Bible. And it’s not actually referencing Jesus either. In the opening of this very 
epistle, he wrote that they had all knowledge “so that you come short in no gift, eagerly waiting 
for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,” 1 Corinthians 1:5-7. Gifts last until Jesus Christ is 
revealed! 
  The “then” of 1 Corinthians 13 is a state of being. When that perfect state of being 
comes, I will see God face-to-face! HALLELUJAH!! That’s the whole matter of the child/man 
comparison. We’re still in the spiritual childhood state! We ain’t men yet! One day, we will put 
away the childish things of this mortal ministry! 
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          Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are 
tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. For we know in 
part and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is 
in part will be done away. 
          When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; 
but when I became a man, I put away childish things. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, 
but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known. 
          And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.



  This isn’t the only time Paul said that gifts last until glory. Ephesians 4:11-16 
says, “And He Himself gave (gifts) … till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ.” The gifts and offices are meant to last until the Bride comes to perfection.  
 So we can see that at least three times, Paul made it known that all the gifts are meant to 
expire at the coming of the Lord when we are perfected. Otherwise, you’d have to say that the 
canon is finished, and we’re now “perfect men.” So congrats on being a perfect man while Paul 
considered himself a child, I guess.  

 To my brother reading this who stands in the pulpit and pours his soul into declaring the 
Word of God, that man who was taught the primacy of Scripture and the power of “thus saith the 
Lord,” I stand by you. I love you and respect you, sir. If you don’t accept spiritual gifts because 
you’re defending the authority of the Book, I completely understand.  
 For a lot of years, I wouldn’t budge on the spiritual gifts, because I was guarding the 
purity and fidelity of Scriptures. You and I have a noble calling and loyalty to the Bible for which 
we’d bleed and die. You are my brother-in-arms, and I tell you that I’m not making a case to 
put spiritual gifts on par with the Bible. Not in terms of authority.  
 God’s Word is of no private interpretation. We don’t get to change the doctrines, no 
matter what vision we receive. In fact, since I just referenced 2 Peter 1, let’s take a look at that 
passage. That’s a common chapter used for dismissing “sign gifts.” 
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The motivation behind cessationism is honoring and valuing the Word of God.

         For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made known to you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty. For He 
received from God the Father honor and glory when such a voice came to Him from the 
Excellent Glory: “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” And we heard 
this voice which came from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain. 
         And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light 
that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts; 
knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, for 
prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved 
by the Holy Spirit.



 Here we find the apostle making a very strong case for the authority of the prophetic 
word concerning Jesus. He is reminding the Church that when they preached the coming of 
Jesus, it wasn’t like a cult using “cunningly devised fables,” but was confirmed in Caesarea 
Philippi when Peter, James, and John saw Jesus transfigured into a heavenly glory and they heard 
the Voice from Heaven! Jesus confirms the Word, and the Word confirms Jesus.  
 In many cessationist discussions the verse in question is verse 19. I posted the image 
above from the New King James. But to be clear, there is literally no discrepancy in either the 
Greek or the English. All translations say the same thing. In a nutshell, Peter said that the Word 
of Prophecy is reliable, with which we all agree! Here’s what it looks like in some of the  major 
translations. Notice how it says “and” and “also.” 

KJV: We have also a more sure word of prophecy 
NKJV: And so we have the prophetic word confirmed 
ESV: And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed 
NIV: We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable 
LITV: and we have the more established prophetic Word 
AMP: so we have the prophetic word made more certain 
NET: Moreover, we possess the prophetic word as an altogether reliable thing 
CSB: We also have the prophetic word strongly confirmed 

 If you have a Bible with section headings, this section probably says something like “The 
Trustworthy Prophetic Word,” or “Christ’s Glory and the Prophetic Word.” But none of them say 
“Christ’s Glory Versus the Prophetic Word.” Why is that important? Because of the cessationist’s 
use of this passage of Scripture to insinuate that Peter is somehow pitting the witness of Jesus 
against the Old Testament. The idea that I’ve heard and read is “Peter was proposing that the 
written word of God is more reliable than the Voice from Heaven and the transfiguration of 
Jesus.” Except that the Bible doesn’t say, “We heard His voice BUT we have a more sure word.” 
It says “we heard His voice, AND we ALSO have a more sure word.” Jesus is not in competition 
with His prophetic words. That was a good sentence. Can I get an amen? Jesus confirms the 
Word, and the Word confirms Jesus. While many Christians will use this section of Scripture to 
suggest that the final canon nullifies such things as Heavenly voices and appearances, there’s 
nothing here to suggest that Peter was putting supernatural manifestations at odds with the Bible. 
 Do spiritual gifts make the Bible less authoritative? Not one bit! Listen, I want to be as 
generous as possible to all believers. And on the matter of the sufficiency of Scripture, I’m 
definitely a proponent, and in fact, I can appreciate the virtue of denying prophetic gifts in favor 
of the settled Word. But can I gently suggest something? I think that if you believe in the 
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sufficiency and authority of Scriptures, then you should consider the position that the gifts have 
continued! Continuationism is built on the Word! The irony of cessationism suggesting that the 
gifts were dismissed by the all-sufficient Word is that cessationism flat-out isn’t Scriptural. 
 My friend, there isn’t one iota to suggest that gifts are evil, unnecessary, or a placeholder 
for something better, ie. the canon of Scripture. 
 In fact, I think it’s awesome that in places like 2 Peter 1’s “more sure word,” and 2 
Timothy 3’s “all Scripture is profitable,” we find the apostles valuing and treasuring the Bible in 
a time when the gifts had been poured out! The gifts existed in tandem with Scripture! Jesus 
taught the Old Testament and He did wonders. The apostles kept the Scriptures and they also 
valued and relied on spiritual gifts. Paul didn’t say, “Woo hoo! The gift of prophecy is awesome! 
We don’t need the Book of the Law anymore!” I’m sure some lunatic in Corinth said something 
like that, but not the apostles! The apostles celebrated the Scriptures in the age of the 
spiritual gifts! 
 I’m going to make a suggestion for you to consider. If you hold to cessationism in order 
to valiantly maintain the integrity of Scripture, and you can’t dare allow for “prophetic words” in 
your doctrine because that would undermine the Scripture, then what you are actually proposing 
is that in the first church, when prophetic words definitely existed, all their prophecies were 
equal to Scripture. Most forms of cessationism inadvertently hold a position that says all the 
prophesying men and women in the first church were speaking words that were as authoritative 
as God’s written Word! Meaning the Church was as bound by Agabus’s words as they were to 
the Torah. And Phillip’s daughters were exactly the same as Paul’s apostolic pen! 
 If prophetic gifts do not exist today because they would undermine the Bible’s authority, 
then they would’ve had to have undermined its authority in the first century. I personally think if 
we’re being consistent, that’s the logical conclusion. On the other hand, if gifts in the first 
century were not equivalent to Scripture and they served a different purpose, then there’s no 
reason to think they would currently threaten the authority of Scripture.  
 Since the gifts of the Spirit never served the same purpose as the written Word of God, 
nor were they placeholders until the canon was complete, then I say that practicing the gifts in a 
biblical manner does not undermine the sufficiency of the Bible.  
 Ask my peers what I think of the Bible. I’m as nerdy about it as you are! And I still 
preach every sermon as if it’s my last! I love the Word of God to the point of spending hours a 
day in it! I’m going to say something here in humility, but cutting straight to the chase. Allow me 
to just get to the bottom line: 
 In an attempt to safeguard the sufficiency of the Scriptures by rejecting spiritual 
gifts, I believe cessationism inadvertently elevates the spiritual gifts to the same level as the 
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Scripture by presuming that they ceased at the completion of Scripture, and thus they 
served the same purpose and carried the same weight as the Bible. 
 I simply don’t see this argument supported by Scripture.  

  Argument 2: 

Gifts were signs that confirmed the apostles and prophets.  
  
 The line of thinking behind this argument is, “Since apostles and prophets ceased, those 
related prophetic gifts that confirmed their authority stopped.” Additionally, many anti-gifts 
pastors suggest that the miracles confirmed Jesus also, and since we are neither Jesus nor the 
twelve Apostles, we don’t need miracles.  
 The next time you’re reading the Gospels, give a look at the reasons why Jesus did 
miracles. What’s interesting is that the Bible doesn’t say, “Jesus fed 5,000 people so they knew 
He was God.” It says that He was moved by compassion. The Gospels frequently say that. Jesus 
does miracles for people because He is good, and because He cares. Jesus heals people because 
of God’s compassion and man’s faith and the affirmation of the Gospel. 
 What about the twelve Apostles? The idea is that, “Prophets and apostles needed 
accompanying signs to prove their authority in writing Scriptures or for preaching the Gospel.” 
Many cessationists use 2 Corinthians 12:12, "Truly the signs of an apostle were accomplished 
among you with all perseverance, in signs and wonders and mighty deeds.” And Acts 5 says 
“The apostles performed many signs and wonders among the people.”  
 One popular book written against modern gifts suggests that signs and wonders happened 
in three eras of the Bible: Moses, Elijah, and Jesus (with their respective assistants). Those eras 
were for the giving of the Law, the Prophets, and the Gospel. So were the signs just for apostles?  
 That answer is simple. No, sir.  
 In Luke 10, the seventy evangelists received power like the apostles, and other believers 
in Acts did signs and wonders, including prophesying and healing. By the time of the writing of 
the epistles, entire communities of believers were trained to do so! Think about it this way - 1 
Corinthians indicates that the entire church community had been trained in the power of the Holy 
Spirit! Much like Samuel built a school of prophets, the apostles taught about depending on the 
Voice of the Lord.  
 What’s ironic about the concept of signs being limited to Moses & Elijah is that literally 
every single bit of Scripture came by revelation and is a prophetic Word! How can we say the 
spiritual gifts weren’t for Amos or Deborah? And I’m confused as to what we’re supposed to do 
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with Gideon, Samson, Daniel, and Jonah. This feels like the author of Hebrews, “And what more 
shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of” the miraculous heroes of the Bible!  
 Well, then maybe the gifts were just for the “apostolic age.” Perhaps, these gifts just 
needed to lay the foundation which shouldn’t be relaid. I don’t actually think we can limit the 
gifts to the first generation. First of all, to suggest that we’re in a different age than the apostles is 
definitely not biblical. Peter said on Pentecost that they had entered the “last days.” Aren’t we 
still in the last days? This isn’t difficult. We’re in the same “age” as the apostles. Teaching that 
Acts was a “transition period" is not supported biblically. Furthermore, Mark 16 ends with, “And 
they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word 
with signs following.” In other words, the signs were confirming the work of the Great 
Commission! Awesome! We all know that we’re still in the “age” of the Great Commission! 
 1 Thessalonians 1:5 says, “For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in 
power, and in the Holy Ghost.” And Hebrews 2 includes, “This salvation, which was first 
announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him. God also testified to it by 
signs, wonders and various miracles, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his 
will.”  
  …confirming the word 
  …Gospel came in power 
  …salvation confirmed by signs 
  
 The Bible doesn’t build a case that signs confirm the messenger. Signs confirm the 
message! And they flow through the messenger who carries the Gospel! Is there any reason since 
the first century that we wouldn’t need the same Gospel confirmed by the same Power? Phillip 
the Evangelist taught the Gospel of Jesus, and demonstrated signs and a revival swept Samaria! 
He wasn’t an apostle, and he wasn’t waiting around for the conclusion of the New Testament 
writings. The Kingdom that Jesus initiated was handed to the apostles who taught the first 
church. And history is rife with these same signs. Literally millions of them.  
 I’m not compelled to think that these gifts died with the apostles. And I actually think 
there’s a problem that this cessationist argument leads us to: It gives the same degree of authority 
that the Bible has to the apostles.  
 The apostles were not as authoritative as the Word of God! They were bound by it! Think 
about 1 Corinthians 16, where Paul had strongly urged Apollos to go to Corinth and the man just 
straight up said, “Nah,” to the apostle! We also know Peter wasn’t infallible or inerrant because 
Paul rebuked him to the face (Gal. 2:11). In fact, Paul said angels themselves should be accursed 
for preaching another Gospel! Messengers do not innately have the authority of God’s Word. 
They have the authority that God’s Word provides. 
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 Since 2 Corinthians 12:12 is the main verse of this argument, I would recommend that 
you revisit that entire Book. In that verse, he said, “Truly the signs of an apostle were 
accomplished among you with all perseverance, in signs and wonders and mighty deeds.” But to 
suggest that he’s saying miracles separate him from average Christians is disingenuous. He is 
separating himself from false apostles, not from believers! This is a primary point in 2 
Corinthians. In 11:13, he actually compares those enemies to Satan!  
 Did signs and wonders confirm apostles? Yes. But can we reduce a doctrine down to 
saying they only confirmed apostles? No! They confirm the message of the Gospel of Jesus! This 
truth is literally in the Great Commission in Mark 16. And if we follow the Word of the Lord, 
then the pattern of the Bible, both Old and New Testament, is that the gifts will follow us!  
  

 Argument 3: 

We could get carried away like the crazy charismatic stuff on TV!  
  
 This argument, which is much more experience-based than the last two, may come from a 
place of seeing outlandish stuff on TV, or hearing erroneous doctrines associated with spiritual 
gifts, or finding that a lot of TV personalities were entrenched in prosperity Gospel, or it may 
come from being hurt by charismatic abuse. As gently as I can say this, I want to repeat what I 
said in chapter 1, we should never judge a system based on its abuse. You and I both agree that 
experience doesn’t dictate doctrine. We all have experience. So none of us are unbiased.  
 I spent a lot of years thinking that erroneous experiences should disqualify the whole 
system. If that were the case, 1 Corinthians wouldn’t exist! That church was seriously messed up, 
and yet Paul said, “all may prophesy,” and “don’t forbid speaking in tongues.” He encouraged 
the gifts to a Jesus community that was way, way, way out of balance. When was the last time 
your pastor said, “I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied!” 
Because that was Paul’s desire! (1 Corinthians 14:5) 
 Balance is the key, by the way. 1 Corinthians 14:40 says, “But all things should be done 
decently and in order.” Do people get carried away? Ohhhh yes. In every form of Christianity, 
right? Humans are prone to taking things too far! When God does miracles in our midst, we 
respond emotionally, and we’re elated by Him! Those emotions are addictive, and it’s easy to fall 
prey to chasing manifestations, and healings, and emotions. Plenty of believers throughout the 
centuries have done this. And plenty of other believers have responded with rejection.  
 It’s very common for churches to rely on emotional stimulation to try to drum up the 
Holy Spirit. Every church I’ve ever attended intentionally plays music during the altar call. 
Every single Christian knows what it’s like to stir up our hearts in search of a move from God! 
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This isn’t altogether wrong. I’m simply pointing out that emotionalism isn’t limited to 
charismatics. We’ve seen all kinds of ministries get out of hand. Musicals, children’s programs, 
youth groups, preaching, potlucks, or anything can be abused!!  
 We shouldn’t be scared by someone else’s abuse. We shouldn’t be scared by our own 
failure. We shouldn’t be scared. Period. God has not given us a spirit of fear! 
 A big, fat point of fear for all of us pastors is that things will get out of control! If we 
have an open mic, someone will say something nuts! If we have “prophetic” ministry, we might 
mess it up! Good grief! Some guys act like a move of God could result in pandemonium!! Let’s 
calm down. I say that the we can trust the Holy Spirit.  
 The day of Pentecost was so odd that outsiders thought the church was drunk! When Paul 
went to cities, mobs would form! For crying out loud, in Acts 5, two people dropped dead of the 
Holy Spirit in the middle of an assembly! Yes. The church absolutely will get out of the pastor’s 
control if the Spirit is leading it. Dear friends, the church was never, ever meant to be in our 
control. But I say again, we can trust the Holy Spirit. He is gentle and kind. The Comforter. 
 Here’s some good news! You do not have to subscribe to any religious behaviors on TV. 
You don’t have to smack people with your suit coat or roar like a lion. And if you found a church 
abusing the gifts, you would not be required to stay and get hurt!  
 But we simply cannot throw out the baby with the bathwater. Any kind of crazy behavior 
should have no bearings on how we interpret the Word of God. Don’t worry about them, brother 
and sister.  
 When I was confronted for the first time with the legitimacy of modern spiritual gifts, and 
I realized the doctrine of cessationism isn’t found in the Bible, I was left with saying something 
like, “Okay, but there’s no way that the stuff on TV is what happened in the first century!” See 
how I resorted to experience? 
 And when I made a turnaround, yielded to the Spirit, and started leading our church in the 
way of the Book of Acts, then I started hearing the same stuff I had said coming from other 
pastors and from the members who left our church. Here are some examples: 

• Before I was saved, I was in a cult that did healings, and I won’t do that again! 
• I’m okay with all the gifts except tongues because my family members went crazy with it. 
• That church publicly condemned my friend for having demons! 
• Someone told me to fake tongues until it became real. 
• My first church was Pentecostal, but they didn’t preach the Gospel, and I wasn’t saved!  
• My family believes that if you don’t have tongues, then you’re not saved! That’s wrong! 

 (I will also add that in the vast majority of these conversations, these people would warn 
me to be careful or even suggest that demons are at work. In other words, I have repeatedly heard 
a statement of fear made in conjunction with the gifts of the Spirit.) 
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 I can confidently say that, in my experience, every pastor, including myself, who denies 
the continuation of the gifts has invariably resorted to a statement of experience. Often I’ll 
suggest to a friend something like, “We all know that frauds exist. Can we just ignore fraudulent 
behavior and only discuss the Bible?” But as one pastor told me, “Those fraudulent cases are so 
prevalent that it’s practically impossible to ignore them.” Maybe. But we must. We must stick to 
the sufficiency of the Word for our doctrine.  
 Concerning experience, I’d like to humbly make two recommendations. In my opinion, 
these suggestions are musts. One is a clear Scriptural must. And the other (since we’re talking 
about experience) is an experiential must.  
 Suggestion #1: Take a minute and determine if you’ve had an abusive experience with 
Spiritual gifts or a harmful experience in an abusive charismatic church. If you pray about this 
one, the Spirit will immediately help you remember. Have you been hurt? Then my suggestion is 
the Biblical mandate that says you must forgive them. Suggestion 1 is forgiveness. There is no 
getting around this one. If you’ve been abused or offended and you haven’t yet directly forgiven 
them and nailed their sin to the cross, then you are actually walking in bitterness, my friend. In 
fact, Ephesians 4:26 says this is how we give place to the enemy. I believe a lot of cessationist 
belief is potentially influenced by bad experiences that haven’t been forgiven. I’ve seen this first-
hand on many occasions. We are commanded by Jesus Christ to forgive others as we have been 
forgiven. 
 Suggestion #2: Get to a ministry where they practice the Spiritual gifts in a proper and 
biblical fashion where things are done decently and in order. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you and 
bless you, and in all likelihood, He’ll turn your life around! If you’ve never had someone speak 
“prophetically” over you, then I humbly submit that you’re missing out on what Paul described 
as comfort, encouragement, and edification. We obviously can’t demand anything of the Holy 
Spirit. But if you’ll do the humble thing and submit to the work of God, you’ll be blessed. I’d 
love to help you find a place like that. And I’d really love for you to attend one of our prayer 
meetings and be prayed over.  
 In other words, my two recommendations are to forgive bad experiences and to encounter 
good experiences. This is how my life changed, and I’m confident it can happen for anyone.  
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Argument 4: 
Signs were for unbelieving Jews in the first century. 

 “Hey, Josh! Tongues were a sign for first century Jews! The Scriptures clearly say, ‘the 
Jews required a sign!’” Yes. The Scriptures do indeed say that. But what about the full context? 
 The sentence says, “the Jews require a sign, but we preach Christ.” Meaning that Paul did 
not replace the Gospel of Jesus with either Grecian wisdom or Jewish signs. It certainly doesn’t 
mean, “The Jews received tongues because they required signs.” So this can’t possibly be an 
argument for relegating tongues to the first century.  
 Okay, but I’ve actually heard this argument much more often, “An evil and adulterous 

generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it!” These are the strong words of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ from Matthew 12:39. Looking at the statement, we could easily see how He 
may be condemning people who seek after signs and wonders. Something like, “Only weak and 
immature believers seek after a sign!” Maybe you’ve heard a pastor say that. Maybe you’re a 
pastor who has said that. Lord knows that I have both heard it and said it! After all, doesn’t Luke 
16 say, “They have Moses and the Prophets, let them hear those”? We are called to believe the 
Gospel, so wouldn’t it be evil and adulterous to seek a sign? 
 This sounds logical and even virtuous. The problem is that Jesus did not condemn His 
followers for seeking signs! Jesus condemned the Pharisees for seeking a sign. Actually, go look 
at Matthew and check this out: each of the ten times that Jesus said “generation” it was in 
reference to that current generation of religious leaders, namely the Pharisees, who would reject 
the Messiah. On the other hand, the disciples asked for a sign of the end of the age, and Jesus 
didn’t rebuke them for seeking a sign! And twice in John, the Lord preached, “If you don’t 
believe me, believe the works!” 
 It’s clear to me that Jesus didn’t rebuke His followers for desiring signs. He rebuked the 
ones who rejected Him and yet asked for something like manna from Heaven (John 6). We 
simply cannot extrapolate Matthew 12:39 to mean the general public when it was certainly aimed 
at the evil and adulterous religious leaders of Jerusalem.  
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For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased 
God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. For Jews 
request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews 
a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, but to those who are called, both Jews 
and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.                1 Corinthians 1:21



 There’s a disgusting stereotype in the American church that suggests that churches who 
value and pursue the miracles will automatically devalue the Scriptures, and will replace the 
preaching of the Word with tongues and emotionalism. They behave as if it’s proper to celebrate 
salvations and baptisms and definitely sermons, but we ought never celebrate the casting out of 
demons or healings. Becaaaause an evil and adulterous generation seeks a sign! 
 I find this extremely inconsistent. I’ve been around the church long enough to see the 
same people who scoff at miraculous healings celebrate the healing of cancer if it’s accomplished 
with chemo! We party when a church mortgage is paid off or when a great song is performed by 
the choir or when we had a fat attendance at VBS, but we grow immediately skeptical of 
instantaneous healings and demonic deliverance.  Personally, I’ll rejoice in any kind of 
deliverance! Let’s shout about VBS or freedom from debt or salvations or a restored marriage or 
any of it! If the Lord gives a victory, I don’t care if it’s a massive Jericho or a meager Ai. 
Celebrate! 
 The ugly stereotype that proposes Christians only want a miracle in order to see a 
“fireworks show” is about as ignorant as saying Christians celebrate baptisms just to pad their 
numbers. Do some churches do that? Of course! Are there carnal churches?? What an obvious 
answer. But to think that it’s “adulterous" to seek the power of God is an unbiblical premise.  
 Let’s consider what was celebrated in the first church: 

• The ascension of Jesus, (Luke 24:52) 
• A letter of encouragement, (Acts 15:32) 
• Peter’s miraculous release from prison, (Acts 12:14-16) 
• Philippian jailer’s salvation, (Acts 16:34) 
• Titus’s being refreshed by the church, (2 Corinthians 7:13) 
• Philippi’s offering for Paul, (Philippians 4:10) 

 You’d agree with me that it would’ve been flat out ridiculous to rebuke the first church 
for celebrating Peter’s release from prison. It is equally ridiculous to scoff at the testimony of 
someone freed from a demonic stronghold, which often results in a physical healing.  
 Here’s something to consider. When someone receives a vision or experiences healing or 
sees a miracle, what exactly happens? What happens is that God Almighty interacts with His 
creation. The Lord does a thing! Personally, my spirit rejoices when I see the Lord do anything. 
And if He did it for you, you would rejoice too! And rejoicing in the moving of God would NOT 
mean you’re being an evil and adulterous generation.  

 Argument 5: 
False prophets should be put to death. 
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“But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in My name, which I have not commanded him 

to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die.” 
··Deuteronomy 18:20·· 

 “Donald Trump will remain President for a second term!” said droves of church 
personalities. Even after the 2020 election was over, the internet was bloated with one failed 
prophetic word after another. Throughout American church history, there is no shortage of church 
leaders who give a prophecy only to miss it by a mile. And since this is reality, it’s not hard to 
point a finger and shout, “Gotcha!” 
 Surely, this is the point where continuations falls apart. You can’t possibly be a prophet of 
God if you miss a prophetic word - the Scriptures don’t allow for this! 
 One of the cautionary points in this conversation is the Old Testament Law concerning 
false prophets. You’re probably aware that the penalty for being a false prophet was death. So do 
we extrapolate that to the New Testament? Actually, the church doesn’t extrapolate any death 
penalties as part of our discipline, right? Thank the Lord! 
 But even if we don’t stone the guy on YouTube for prophesying a Trump Win in 2020, at 
the very least, we should write him off as a false prophet, right? 
 I’d like to take a look at the two chapters in question: Deuteronomy 13 & 18. Please read 
these carefully, especially if you’re going to continue using this argument.  

But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has spoken in order 
to turn you away from the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt and 

redeemed you from the house of bondage, to entice you from the way in which the LORD your 
God commanded you to walk. So you shall put away the evil from your midst. 

··Deuteronomy 13:5·· 

The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from your brethren. 
Him you shall hear, according to all you desired of the LORD your God in Horeb (Mt. Sinai) in 
the day of the assembly, saying, “Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God, nor let 
me see this great fire anymore, lest I die.”  And the LORD said to me: What they have spoken is 

good. I will raise up for them a Prophet like you from among their brethren, and will put My 
words in His mouth, and He shall speak to them all that I command Him… But the prophet who 

presumes to speak a word in My name, which I have not commanded him to speak, or who 
speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die.’ 

··Deuteronomy 18:15-20·· 
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 You probably saw the main points just in reading those excerpts. This is a very simple 
Scripture on what constitutes a “false prophet.”  
 Deuteronomy 13 specifically notes that the false prophet speaks “in order to turn you 
away from the LORD your God,” and “to entice you from the way in which the LORD 
commanded you to walk.” I mean, this is some hell-level, nefarious stuff! A false prophet isn’t 
like Nathan speaking mistakingly to David (2 Samuel 7:3), but like Ahab’s prophets who 
preached Baal. Elijah indeed had those false prophets killed. A false prophet is a servant of a 
false god.  
 So if we move on to the context of chapter 18, I’d like to emphasize that this isn’t even 
about prophets in general. It is about “THE Prophet.” There was only ever one Old Testament 
prophet who spoke with God face to face, and Deuteronomy 18 even reminds the reader that 
Israel actually refused to go up Mt. Sinai into God’s presence, but requested Moses be their 
mediator. “Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God, nor let me see this great fire 
anymore, lest I die.” So the promise of Deuteronomy 18 is that another Moses would come. It 
wasn’t Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, or Zechariah - it was Messiah! 
 Deuteronomy 18 is a Messianic promise! It’s not a standard for regular prophets. It’s a 
description of THE Prophet. Take a look at the Jewish expectation found in Mark 6:15, “Others 
said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is the Prophet, or like one of the prophets.” A title for 
Jesus is The Prophet. The death penalty of Deuteronomy 18 would be upon a false prophet who 
speaks for a false messiah.  
 These passages just simply do not hold a penalty of death for a prophet who misspeaks. 
And if that’s the case that you’re going to stand on, then should we include preachers who 
misspeak? After all, isn’t it even more vital to teach the Bible accurately than to share a vision 
accurately? I don’t believe this argument holds up either Scripturally or practically.  
 I would definitely agree that false prophets should be cast out of the church, but we must 
have a proper definition of a false prophet. Is it a mistaken teacher of Jesus? Or is it a teacher of 
a false god? I think the answer is clear. And, my friend, I would stand by you to cast out the 
enemies of Jesus! 

 Argument 6: 
A Game of Semantics: “What you call prophetic words, I call impressions.”  
  

 “As I was praying for you, the Lord laid this on my heart for you.” 
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 I haven’t yet met a Christian who disagreed with the above statement. Actually, we all 
know what it’s like to say something wise or encouraging to someone, and then think to 
ourselves, “Wow! Where did that come from? That must’ve been the Lord!” 
 Most Bible teachers would recognize that the most comprehensive description of spiritual 
gifts came in 1 Corinthians 12-14, and yet, even those three chapters don’t necessarily give clear 
definitions of the terminology.   
 Paul mentioned “words of wisdom” and “words of knowledge,” but didn’t pause to 
define those. As such, there are some definite differences of interpretations among believers. 
Some men trust in the revelatory nature of God’s spoken Voice, while others believe that these 
gifts are the communication of God’s written Word. If we’re being honest, it’s probably both.  
 Like I mentioned in the first paragraph, Christians all experience revelation. Sometimes 
we say something with a wisdom that we never formally learned! It was just… there! This 
happens during preaching all. the. time. Ask your pastor if he experiences revelation in the 
pulpit. We’ve all experienced spontaneous words from God. And as such, we all have varying 
ways of describing these experiences.  
 There’s a book used among educated cessationists written by a seminary professor. 
Honestly. I wouldn’t even chalk this brother up as a cessationist. He believes that God gives us 
words of wisdom, but calls them “sharing of impressions.” He fully acknowledges that when 
God’s children share impressions with one another, they may contain “a mixture of truth and 
error.” So, while he assigns the term “prophecy” to the giving and writing of Scripture, he’s very 
comfortable with phrases like, “God laid it on my heart.” And honestly, pretty much all believers 
are comfortable with that.  
 Similarly, his book addresses the gift of tongues that some churches describe as a “prayer 
language,” and calls them “ecstatic utterances.” He specifically says there’s nothing sinful about 
these utterances, but refused to acknowledge them to be biblical tongues.  
 Having read books and listened to teachings from all sorts of different Christian circles, I 
can confidently say that there is a large and growing number of believers who would say that 
they are “open, but cautious” to the gifts. Some even claim to be “charismatic with seatbelts.”  
 My response to that is that I agree with seatbelts, so long as they are the ones defined in 
Scripture, and not based on my own nervousness or control. I’ve never heard a single believer 
say, “I’m open but cautious to Bible preaching.” And even if someone does say that, most of the 
time he’s speaking according to his biases. In other words, I think he’s inclined to be “cautious” 
about Bible preaching if it comes from a source he’s written off, rather than coming from a 
source he trusts. Honestly, it’s for this reason that I haven’t cited names in this book, nor do I 
regularly cite them on social media. Truth is truth. No matter the messenger or denomination.  
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 I’d say that my personal problem with most of this sixth argument is one of consistency. 
We can become very inconsistent very quickly if we’re using extra-biblical seatbelts. I’ve come 
to think that it’s probably appropriate to have the same approach to spiritual gifts as we do to 
teaching the Word, since teaching the Word is, in fact, a spiritual gift. 
 There are men who have proven themselves to be capable teachers of the Word in every 
Christian denomination. As gently as I can say this, a blanket statement that rejects someone 
simply because they’re in some other faith group is both ignorant and proud.  
 It is absolutely necessary for us to move beyond doctrinal terminology to give a 
concerted effort to listening to our Christian brothers. Someone who says, “I have a prophetic 
word,” and someone else who says, “I have an impression from the Lord” are both doing their 
best at following the Spirit of God. And in both scenarios, “love bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things.”  

 This point of semantics does actually carry greater weight than I initially had reckoned. 
And what I see is this. We are commanded in 1 Corinthians 14:1, “Pursue love, and desire 
spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.” So between the man who believes in 
modern prophetic words and the man who trusts in impressions, which man do you think will be 
more inclined to obey this Scripture?  
 As a general rule, the guy who believes in prophecy will be more diligent to prophesy. I 
understand that a man can diligently pursue impressions, but is that an actual New Testament 
directive? Do you agree that it matters if we replace the term teaching with the word sharing? If 
I invited you to preach at our church, that would be much different than if I asked you to share. 
So again, I think semantics matter if we are being obedient to the Word.  
 In my limited experience, I have found that the Christians who believe in prophetic words 
from the Holy Spirit are much, much more inclined to pursue them rather than the crowd who 
believes in “impressions.” Frankly, the Christians who believe that the Spirit still speaks are the 
ones who wait on the Lord. I have Christian friends with low education and young children and 
even people with mental handicaps who can’t sit and study the Word like a teacher, but when 
they realized they can receive words, visions, and dreams from the Holy Spirit without a high 
school education, they committed themselves to hearing God! 
 My story is that I grew up in a church environment that believes every Word of the Bible 
matters, and yet strangely, that very culture suddenly goes limp when we bring up this topic of 
Spiritual gifts.  
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 One of my friends said, “I’m not afraid of Bible lingo,” and I amen’d him for that one. 
I’m no longer afraid of the lingo that sounds “charismatic,” nor am I afraid of its implications. 
Two years ago, I had to repent of some unbiblical thinking and come to terms with my own poor 
semantics. That was no small task for this arrogant pastor. And there are still some common 
phrases out there that I’m not totally convinced of. But I know that there is a significance to our 
semantics.  
 So if you’re gonna be a continuationist with seatbelts, or believe like the author who 
teaches about the “sharing of impressions,” then I say you had better commit yourself to 1 
Corinthians 14:1, and pursue those spiritual impressions. Or maybe just reconsider the Biblical 
use of the terminology, adjust your own semantics, and seek “that you may prophesy.” 
  

 Argument 7: 
If the gifts of the Spirit still exist, why don’t we see them? 
  

 “And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; 
they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it 

will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 
··Mark 16:17-18·· 

 Invariably, once we’ve wrestled with the Bible over the doctrines of cessationism, we 
wind up at the unavoidable question: I’ve been following Jesus my whole life, why haven’t my 
churches seen signs and wonders? 
 First of all, it’s highly unlikely that you’ve never seen something that you considered to 
be miraculous. You have seen answered prayer. You ARE an answer to prayer! If you’re born 
again, then there was someone praying for your salvation. You’re a miraculous product of grace! 
 We all know that salvations and restored marriages and freed addicts are miracles. But 
what about the difference between my church and churches of the Book of Acts? If the case is 
that I am supposed to model myself after Christ in the way that the apostles did, why does my 
ministry look so different from the Scriptures? Personally, I’d say this is a highly appropriate and 
even necessary question! Does my church resemble the New Testament or does it resemble a 
traditional interpretation of the New Testament?  
 If the Spiritual gifts still exist, why don’t we see them? This important question leads us 
to a daunting verse that leaves a large amount of responsibility resting on our shoulders. It’s the 
principle that plagued me for months when I first reconsidered this topic. James 4:2, You do not 
have because you do not ask.  
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 I don’t know how many people have said to me, “Well, I’ve never spoken in tongues!” 
And I usually respond by gently asking, “Have you asked for that gift?” 
 And frankly, most Baptists in my circle of life don’t want that gift at all! Well, the Spirit 
isn’t going to give you something you’re not seeking, and He definitely won’t give you a gift that 
you spurn.  
 Does your church regularly follow the pattern of James 5 by anointing the sick with oil 
and laying on hands? Are you seeking an impartation of a gift by the “laying on of hands of the 
elders” (1 Timothy 4:14)? There is absolutely no biblical reason to think that the work of God 
comes automatically without human intervention. In fact, Amos 3:7 says, “Surely the Lord God 
does nothing, unless He reveals His secret to His servants the prophets.” The pattern of Acts is 
that of evangelism, prayer, and impartation. Jesus delights in healing and gifting through the 
hands of His people. Show me anywhere in the New Testament where believers behaved like 
standard American churches and were rewarded with miracles. We simply cannot lethargically 
shuffle into church, do things according to our preferences, go through the routines, and head out 
to lunch all the while expecting a revival to break out.  
 I’m not saying that’s what you do. I’m saying that’s what I did, and that’s what most 
believers are doing in our nation. So why don’t we see signs and wonders? We simply aren’t 
asking. 
 But the other reason is that we simply aren’t looking. Let’s say that on Sunday, God did a 
million legitimate miracles on earth. Let’s say that He gave dreams to the Muslims, visions to the 
Chinese house churches, healings to the Africans, and tongues to South American tribes. Let’s 
say He even resurrected some dead folks. Would you have seen it? Were you looking?  
 If you’d like to read about the supernatural work of God, there are two volumes of 
documented miracles throughout church history by a college professor named Craig Keener. He 
wrote about multiplication of food, of weather changes, of healings, and other biblical-type stuff. 
These books are fat and full of God’s glory! And he draws from several centuries of history. The 
simple thesis of his huge project is, “Eyewitnesses offer miracle claims.” We might not be seeing 
signs and wonders here, but others are elsewhere! 
 You could also see the miraculous and mysterious work of the Holy Spirit throughout 
revival history. Choose any historical revival and read up on it. You will find stories of men like 
Jonathan Edwards who said during the Great Awakening, “It was a very frequent thing to see a 
house full of outcries, faintings, convulsions, and such like, both with distress, and also with 
admiration and joy.” Or John Wesley, who wrote and defended, “One, and another, and another 
was struck to the earth; exceedingly trembling at the presence of His power.” I was amazed to 
read that the Lord told Evan Roberts of the coming Welsh Revival by way of at least three 
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visions (including an open vision shared by his sister) and by the healing of Evan’s brother’s 
failing eyesight. We might not be seeing signs and wonders now, but others did then! 
 Truthfully though, there are loads of evangelicals who hear about that stuff and they say, 
“Nah, that’s fake.” Or on the other hand, we say, “Yeah, that can happen on the mission field, but 
not in my town.” It’s pretty amazing the stuff we invent or accept in our churches. Why are we 
okay with it happening on the mission field and not in our own cities? Why aren’t we praying 
and fasting for God to show Himself mighty? God never changes! So do we really think that 
we’re adequately living out the mighty church of the New Testament, particularly when we do in 
fact hear about it happening on other continents or in other generations?  
 Yes, the appropriate question is certainly, “Why aren’t we seeing this?” And I think it’s a 
question we should be asking the Lord, instead of doubting or criticizing other believers who are.  

 CONCLUSION: 
What we believe and teach about God’s power impacts how we labor as ministers. 
  
 “And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That I will pour out of My Spirit on 

all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your young men shall see visions,  
Your old men shall dream dreams.” 

··Acts 2:17·· 

 Along the way of this doctrinal conversation, and when we hear about miracles in other 
ministries, it’s natural to make statements like, “Well, that’s good for you, but that’s not how we 
do things.” Or we are quick to find a pastor who keeps us anchored in our comfort zone. Trust 
me, I know the feeling. After 15 years of vocational ministry, including 7 years of pastoring, I 
know exactly what it’s like to behave one way for so long, and then to look at the Word and at 
Christians with power and then to feel like I’m strangely out of place. 
 It was extremely hard to realize I needed to make a significant positional change in my 
doctrine and practices, especially because I had literally criticized and judged these practices in 
other churches for years!  
 But does it really matter, Josh?? Is it really worth writing a book on this subject? With all 
my heart, I give a resounding, Yes! This is an intrinsic part of the New Testament, and it’s the 
way that the Holy Spirit of God has decided to work! I am not defending anything that I’ve 
concocted, but rather, I’m addressing a biblical issue that was given from the heart of our Father!  
 At this point in my life, I’m accustomed to hearing stuff like, “Well, I’ve never met a 
charismatic baptist,” but I really don’t think I’m attempting to fit a label. I believe that I’m 
pointing out how divisive and detrimental these labels have become! Labels come packed with a 
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context that changes from person to person. What “charismatic” means to you is not what it 
means to the next guy. This is why I’m trying to be reasonable with our semantics. 
 I fully acknowledge that at the heart of this debate is the matter of Scriptural integrity. On 
the one side are men who say this is how you obey the Word, and on the other side are men who 
say this is how you obey the Word. My goodness, this is actually a wonderful thing! You and I 
both are committed to obeying the Word! I want you to know that I am for you! As you strive to 
bring people to Jesus and to make disciples, I would stand beside you and help you in any way I 
possibly could. I want to reiterate throughout this book that I am committed to the Gospel 
ministry and to Gospel ministers.  
 My passion is to push the church even further. I want us to go further in reach, further in 
love, further in function, and definitely further in power.  
 I believe that the worldwide church of Jesus Christ is doing just that! I really believe that 
at the time of this writing, the church is deeper and wider than it’s ever been. There are armies of 
theologians, preachers, missionaries, advocates, musicians, authors, professors, evangelists, and 
more. The case could be made that the standard of preaching, songwriting, and organization has 
never been higher than it is today. 
 I also think the case could be made that what the church is lacking isn’t in finances, 
education, or numbers. Our lack is in power. What the first church lacked in experience and 
professionalism, we are lacking in Holy Spirit power, particularly in the West’s evangelicals. The 
education of the American church is historically incredible. I’d love to know how many saints 
have Bible degrees in higher education as compared to just a century ago. Thank God for our 
biblical literacy!  
 Please allow me to just once again suggest that in all our biblical literacy, we should look 
to the Scriptures and see that there is a model for the church that was begun by Jesus Christ, 
activated in the apostles, and passed on through the generations to us. I also suggest, as humbly 
as I know how, that we should be more Biblically literate in regards to the Holy Spirit and His 
work in our lives. My hope would be that each of my readers would conclude that he will 
commit himself to a fresh look at the Scriptures, a dedication to biblical semantics, and a faith to 
see the power of God at work now as it has been for generations! 
 For as long as I can remember, I’ve been a part of churches that scheduled revival 
meetings. Usually, the emphasis was holding church for 4 or 5 consecutive days with a guest 
preacher. There was usually fruit in those meetings, and I have always been in love with church 
and preaching, but I want to push us beyond that simple routine. I want to emphasize the need for 
prayer, for power, and for the Holy Spirit’s total dominion in our midst! 
 What is our expectation for revival? Is it so that lost people can become just like me? Is it 
so Christians can become like the pastor? That’s probably harsh, and probably not the case. But 
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we have absolutely got to be honest with revival history (including the Bible) and recognize that 
when the power of God hits, things get weirdly un-traditional! We simply cannot expect God to 
move if we’re saying, “but not if it results in people fainting or speaking in tongues or shaking.” 
Are those the goals? Certainly not! But dear friend, especially pastor friend, the Holy Spirit is not 
going to shove you aside and shake things up, neither will he be limited by your church 
preferences.  
 In short, we have got to say, “Lord, do whatever you would like to do. Tell me what to say 
and I’ll say it. Tell me where to go, and I’ll move.” Personally speaking, I am decided that we 
should resemble the New Testament model, and I refuse to fall back into traditional comfort 
zones of powerlessness and frustration.  
 I’ll also note that this matter of getting our terms, semantics, and Scriptures correct is a 
big deal for my people - the Baptists. We are an educated and steady bunch. And while this book 
isn’t by any means comprehensive, I hope it serves as a stimulus to prompt you to take another 
look at the Spiritual gifts.  
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CHAPTER 8: 

A Case for Continuationism: “Don’t forbid speaking in tongues!”  
 Is there a biblical path for the practice of supernatural gifts in our churches?  

“Oh, that all the LORD’s people were prophets and that  
the LORD would put His Spirit upon them!”  

··Moses, Numbers 11:29·· 

“I wish you all spoke with tongues,  
but even more that you prophesied.” 
··Paul, 1 Corinthians 14:15·· 

 There was a time in the days of the Tabernacle in the wilderness that God activated 70 of 
the elders to begin prophesying and judging in the same way that Moses did. Can you imagine 
the relief that would’ve brought to Moses?? Splitting your workload among 70 judges would’ve 
felt like a vacation for that old prophet! More than just relief for one man, can you imagine the 
power, wisdom, and strength among the entire nation having seventy judges who could hear 
from God? This would’ve been a game changing moment! 
 Now let’s imagine when Jesus Christ sent His Spirit upon 120 people in an upper room, 
and suddenly they were each operating with a newfound wisdom and intuition from Heaven! It’s 
no wonder they turned their world upside down in such a short time! The Spirit of God was 
transforming regular men like Stephen and Phillip into spiritual powerhouses!  
 The demons and the Pharisees thought one Man was bad enough, but following 
Pentecost, this Man’s disciples were multiplying by force!! 
 No doubt that you’ve had the same feeling while reading the Book of Acts that I have had 
so many times in my Christian life: “It sure would be effective for ministry if we could just heal 
people or know their secrets like Peter did!” In fact, there have been very, very few times that I 
have felt like I was living out the New Testament church as prescribed and described in the 
Bible.  
 Mostly, my church experience has been more like a memorial service for what happened 
2,000 years ago. For all the tens of thousands of hours I’ve spent in a churchy building doing 
churchy things, it’s not like we actually had anything that resembled the Scriptural model. It’s a 
strange thing indeed. How did we get to what we’re doing in church today with our routines and 
cliches? 
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 My goal for this chapter is to take a fresh approach to the New Testament’s storyline and 
determine whether or not there’s a path for us to follow in our local churches that would best 
exemplify the Kingdom that Christ initiated. So, I’d just like to pray right now for help.  
 Lord Jesus, thank you for this blessed reader who loves You and your Word. Spirit, please 
open our eyes that we might behold wondrous things at thy Law. And please lighten the eyes of 
this reader’s heart, that they may know Your calling, Your inheritance, and the exceeding 
greatness of Your resurrection power toward us who believe. May we know You rightly, 
omnipotent God, Who is seated at the Father’s right hand, far above all demons and dominions, 
and above every name. Teach us, Holy Spirit, to walk in your precepts. I pray that every religious 
stronghold of error is demolished in the mighty name of Jesus. And may we align our ideas to 
your Word with full disregard to my own understanding, preferences, or denomination. God be 
praised! In the name of Jesus, amen! 
  
 Okay! Let’s do this. I’ve broken down this chapter into 4 parts. I believe it should be 
sufficient in outlining the progress of the New Testament. I think it’s very helpful to consider that 
Jesus created a pattern that his disciples imitated and that should continue until He returns.  
 Personally, I spent a lot of years dividing the Bible in ways that it shouldn’t be. For 
example, the Book of Acts was primarily useless in regards to my ministering, because I 
considered it to be some kind of a “transition period” that was effectively as unrelated to the 
modern church as the Old Testament tabernacle! But now I view it as a constant timeline that 
involves Jesus the Revolutionary who ushered in “Phase 1” of His Kingdom which has been 
being built since He ascended.  
 **Note to my dispensationalist friends: yes, I believe that God has dispensed His grace 
differently at different times in history. I just do not believe there’s any reason to think that we’re 
in a different dispensation than the church has always been since Pentecost.  
 
 Let me state my four parts in advance: 
THE MODEL OF JESUS AND THE LOCAL COMMISSION. Luke 9:1-6; 10:1-12, 17-20  

THE COMMAND OF JESUS AND THE GREAT COMMISSION. Mark 16:15-18 

THE SPIRIT OF JESUS AND THE LAST DAYS. Acts 2:16-21 

THE APOSTLES OF JESUS AND THE EPISTLES. Rom. 12:6-8; Eph 4:8-13; 1 Cor 12-14 

 These four parts are also in chronological order. We’ll move from the ministry of Jesus to 
His great commission at the time of His ascension, followed by the day of Pentecost and 
conclude with the writings of the apostles. From the teachings of Jesus and His apostles, I 
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believe we can make a strong case for continuation of the gifts and determine a biblical use for 
them in our churches.  

 Part 1: 

     The Model of Jesus and the Local Commission. Luke 9:1-6; 10:1-12, 17-20 
  
 Obviously, we’re all well aware that the Lord Himself flexed His authority against the 
works of darkness as He marched around Israel casting out demons, healing the sick, and even 
raising the dead! He constantly demonstrated His power over both realms of nature and spirit. 
“For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil,” 
says I John 3:8. The very purpose of Jesus was to destroy the enemy’s defilement of God’s 
creation! This will be completely fulfilled on the day when the Lord returns with the New 
Jerusalem, but it began with the Carpenter of Nazareth who made an open show of the enemy.  
 If you were to follow the progress of the Gospels, you can see that Jesus taught about His 
Kingdom at the sermon on the mount, and then demonstrated what He was talking about. But 
surprise, surprise! He then gave that authority to his twelve disciples and told them to do the 
exact same works of declaring good news, evicting demons, and healing bodies! He shared His 
own God-ordained mission with His men! (See Luke 4:18 and Isaiah 61:1.) 
 “Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and authority over 
all demons, and to cure diseases. He sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the 
sick.” Luke 9 shows how Jesus gave them the commission before the Great Commission. 
Scholars call this the Local Commission. But check this out! It wasn’t just the Twelve! In a way 
that further connected Him to the great prophet Moses, He chose seventy men and sent them out 
in the exact. same. way. as the twelve disciples! 

 “After these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two by two 
before His face into every city and place where He Himself was about to go… And heal the sick 
there, and say to them, The kingdom of God has come near to you’ … Then the seventy returned 

with joy, saying, ‘Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name’” (Luke 10:1-17). 

 How many times has the evangelical church quoted the Lord saying, “The harvest truly is 
great, but the laborers are few; therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into 
His harvest.” Well, the context (context is key, right?) of that statement was the local 
commission. Jesus saw great multitudes as sheep having no shepherd, was moved by 
compassion, and said, “Pray for laborers.” He then turned to his followers and commissioned 
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them as laborers. That’s how efficient Jesus is! Just like Moses received help from seventy 
Spirit-anointed judges, Jesus received help from seventy Spirit-anointed evangelists!  
 The Twelve and the Seventy were on the same mission, and it was powered by the same 
Spirit serving the same Kingdom. It was on-the-job training for the work that would be done 
after Jesus left them, as if Jesus had begun by saying, “Watch me work,” and progressed to 
saying, “Now I’ll watch you work.” Just as Moses’ Seventy were accomplishing the same tasks 
that Moses had been doing, Jesus’ followers were accomplishing the same things He had done.  
 In reality, no Jew would’ve dared to call himself a disciple of any rabbi if he was not 
walking in the very footsteps of his teacher. These men were taught to imitate the Lord, as are 
we. And for those first 12 + 70, this included healing and casting out demons! 
 Something to ponder is that if this happened in our modern churches, we would probably 
react the way they did, “WHOA! Even the demons are subject unto us!!” They definitely are! As 
ambassadors, we carry the Authority of Heaven’s King!  
 But getting excited about demonic eradication would be like getting excited about pest 
control. It’s necessary, but also not nearly the highest part of our calling. Getting people whole is 
always Jesus’ goal. In the Greek, it’s the word sozo, and it has huge implications on our ministry! 
When Jesus healed ten lepers and only one chose to follow Him, the Lord said that they were all 
“cleansed” (katharizo), but only the one with faith to follow was made “whole” (sozo).  
 I encourage you to search out the use of sozo. It includes the healing of people in body, 
soul, and spirit. It’s when we are justified of our sins, healed in our bodies, and delivered of 
demons. Let’s remember that Jesus quoted Isaiah 61:1: “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, 
Because the LORD has anointed Me to preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal 
the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives, And the opening of the prison to those 
who are bound; To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD.” This is “sozo” ministry! Paul 
picked up on this and discussed the tearing down of strongholds and giving up territory to the 
enemy (Ephesians 4). In short, the ministry is meant to result in liberty! Free from hell, demons, 
strongholds, and even disease. Are there exceptions, such as Paul not being healed? Yes. But 
those are exceptions, not the rule! And also, I’d point out that Paul may not have been healed, but 
he received a word from the Lord in lieu of healing, and he wasn’t left guessing! 
 The model from Jesus was maintained by His followers. The model from Jesus was 
demonstrated at the Local Commission.  
  

 Part 2: 

     The Command of Jesus and the Great Commission. Mark 16:15-18 
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 I get it. You and I aren’t the Seventy. And we certainly aren’t the Twelve. Maybe you’re 
still holding the position that the gifts were for them and not for us. Up to this point, that position 
would very well have some merit. But I think the clear point at which it falls apart is the Great 
Commission itself.  
 In my whole entire Christian life, I’ve never once sat in a church service and heard 
anyone say the Great Commission wasn’t for us. In fact, it was the opposite! Baptists are fanatics 
for winning souls! We run busses, swallow goldfish, shave our heads, spend millions of dollars, 
and even travel to foreign nations in order to bring another soul to Jesus! We are absolutely 
committed to the Great Commission. Did you know that the terms evangelical and evangelist are 
connected to the Greek word for Gospel? Literally, the sharing of Gospel is in our church DNA! 
 So how is it that we run full force into Matthew 28 and declare the Great Commission, 
but we tiptoe through Mark 16 and stop about halfway? Just read the command for yourself: 

“Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized 
will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. And these signs will follow those 
who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will 
take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay 

hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 
·· Mark 16:15-18·· 

 If this is making you uncomfortable with your own experience, I am definitely with you! 
This was a real problem for me because I had been committed to this Commission for 20-
something years and hadn’t yet cast out demons, spoken in a new tongue, or laid on hands to heal 
the sick! That’s unnerving! What are we to do? Do we just tear out that bit to make it fit our 
experience? Or do we admit that our particular flavor of Christianity has been missing 
something? I know I had to repent.  
 To the glory of God, when I began to believe and pray for these things, then just like the 
Scriptures, demons were put out, and healing took place! Our church has changed dramatically 
as a result of obeying the full commission. Hallelujah!! 
 Probably, the only reason we’d be able to remove half of the Great Commission would be 
because of some pre-conceived idea about the Text. In the way that most people derive their 
interpretation of Revelation with pre-existing doctrine in place, I think that non-healing 
Christians are using their hand-me-down Cessationism to justify the gap between their practices 
and the practices of the historical church.  
 Yes, I say historical, because healing has happened at every point in recorded church 
history. There are gaps in the record of the gifts because there are gaps in the record of the 
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church, but find any time when the church was on the move or in a season of revival, and you’ll 
find the fullness of the Great Commission.  
 Jesus commanded the Twelve to do these things just the same as they had seen Him do 
them. They obeyed at the Local Commission, and they obeyed at the Great Commission. I say 
that if we are doing something outside of these patterns and commands, then we are outside the 
Biblical structure of the church. Can we really say we’re the church of Jesus if we’re defining it 
differently than He did? You would agree that if a church dismissed the first-half of the Great 
Commission and didn’t preach the Good News, that they would be in disobedience. Is a church 
that rejects the second half any less disobedient? Oh sure, I’m aware that the salvation of a soul 
is more important than the healing of a body, but my friends, is there a command of Jesus that is 
less important than another? Is breaking the 10th Commandment against coveting not a sin just 
because it’s less harmful than breaking the 6th Commandment against murder?  
 I just don’t know how we get around the imperative demands of the Great Commission. 
Nor do I think you actually want to. I know you’re not setting out to disobey God. If you’re still 
opposed to the spiritual gifts at this point, I’m sure it’s for another reason besides rebellion. 
Usually, the reason is because Cessationists do not want to fall into the errors they’ve seen in 
charismatics. We’ll come to that. There is a biblical path to operating in every gift.  
 For this section, it’ll suffice to say, the Commission of Jesus involves healing, speaking in 
new tongues, demonic warfare, and divine protection. For the Bible tells me so.  
  
 Part 3: 

     The Spirit of Jesus and the Last Days. Acts 2:16-21 
  
 When I started our church, we had 2 guests at the first event and didn’t baptize anyone 
for months. When the Holy Spirit started His church, three THOUSAND were born again and 
baptized on the very first day! We all know about the Day of Pentecost. The Jews had gathered to 
celebrate Shavuot (Pentecost) in Jerusalem, and there were 120 followers of Jesus there who had 
been praising and praying for a week and a half, when suddenly the Spirit of God was sent to 
actually inhabit those disciples! Inhabit! Like little walking, talking tabernacles! Just like the 
pillar of fire appeared over the Tabernacle of old, there were flames of fire over each Christian! 
 Immediately, they began to speak with the power of God and the world has never been 
the same since! One wise pastor actually took note of the pattern of the filling of the Spirit in the 
Scripture and has said that every single time that a New Testament believer is filled with the 
Spirit, it results in the believer speaking out something from God! So what were the Shavuot 
saints speaking? They were A.) speaking in such a way that people thought they were drunk, B.) 
speaking with a miraculous translator that caused others to hear their message in foreign 
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languages, C.) declaring the Gospel, and D.) preaching a revelatory message from the Old 
Testament. By revelatory, I mean that Peter (the formerly blundering hotshot) somehow knew 
that what they were experiencing in that moment was the fulfillment of a five-century-old 
prophecy.  

“But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 
‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, 

That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; 
Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

Your young men shall see visions, 
Your old men shall dream dreams. 

And on My menservants and on My maidservants 
I will pour out My Spirit in those days; 

And they shall prophesy. 
I will show wonders in heaven above 

And signs in the earth beneath: 
Blood and fire and vapor of smoke. 

The sun shall be turned into darkness, 
And the moon into blood, 

Before the coming of the great and  
awesome day of the LORD. 

And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the  
name of the LORD shall be saved.” 

··Acts 2:16-21·· 
  
 WHOA! What a sermon! I have no doubt that the faithful worshippers in Jerusalem on 
Shavuot had known about the book of Joel, so I’d guess it must’ve been completely earth-
shattering to hear that it was suddenly taking place! 
 I’m not going to get into the second half of the excerpt that deals with judgment. Let’s 
focus on the beginning. “In the last days, says God, That I will pour out of My Spirit.” Peter was 
announcing that they had definitely entered the Last Days. Two thousand years later, we 
definitely know that we’re in the Last Days. But we would also say that Peter and Paul thought 
they were also! I’d guess that each believer in the New Testament has thought the same, right? 
 The Spirit was poured out in the Last Days, and we know God will not un-pour Him! So 
what does the outpouring mean? It’s so blatantly clear: men and women, young and old, shall 
have dreams and visions from God, and the entire church community will prophesy. Moses’ 
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desire came to fruition!! “Oh, that all the LORD’s people were prophets and that the LORD 
would put His Spirit upon them!”  
 Let’s recap that Moses thing for a second. God shared the Holy Spirit with other judges, 
who started prophesying just like Moses — not in writing Scripture, but in judging the people. 
And when there was complaining about this, Moses said, “I wish everyone would prophesy!” 
Did he mean that he wanted everyone to write Torah? Of course not. He wanted them all to be 
Spirit-anointed judges! 
 Does Joel 2 mean that all saints will be writing Scripture? That’s such a ridiculous notion, 
I’m not sure how anyone could say yes. So what does it mean, then? It’s similar to the Old 
Testament role of judging. Think of it this way: if you could ask a first generation believer about 
their concept for prophesy, where would they have gotten their context? From the Old 
Testament! They would’ve related Phillip’s four prophetic daughters to Deborah. They would’ve 
figured Agabus like Medad. The Law and Prophets is what informed Peter and company. This 
isn’t that complex, actually.  
 Paul gave us insight like this: “But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed 
person comes in, he is convinced by all, he is convicted by all. And thus the secrets of his heart 
are revealed; and so, falling down on his face, he will worship God and report that God is truly 
among you” 1 Corinthians 14:24. 
 Remember that scene where Peter called out Ananias and Sapphira’s lie? He didn’t pick 
up the Torah and read, “Thou shalt not bear false witness.” He had a revelation by the Spirit and 
called out the secret of their heart. Paul has seriously piqued my interest in a prophetic church 
community, because he said that everyone should do what Peter did! Imagine walking into that 
kind of assembly!! Imagine how accountable you would be if you knew the whole church could 
hear God’s Voice, and that your sin could be spontaneously addressed by a prophet, and that 
people might even drop dead from their sin! That’s why Moses and Paul desired that “all would 
prophesy.” What pastor wouldn’t want that kind of sanctification in his church?? I know I do! 
 There is absolutely no Scriptural reason to think this isn’t what Jesus designed. He 
demonstrated it by knowing men’s hearts, He foretold it by His prophet Joel, and the church 
performed it beginning on the Day of Pentecost. The powerful working of the gifts of the Spirit 
has nothing to do with the canonicity or sufficiency of Scripture. It has everything to do with a 
pure Bride receiving “the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He 
poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior,” Titus 3:5.  
 Yes. We are washed in the Blood, we are washed by the Word, and we are washed in the 
Spirit. Hey brother, doesn’t your church need to be washed? Don’t you feel like Moses who 
needed some prophetic help? Doesn’t it sound like 1 Corinthians 14:24 is a more efficient 
method than the endless hours of counseling? There’s a notable story about Charles Spurgeon 
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pointing out a man in the middle of a sermon and rebuking him for stealing gloves. That wasn’t 
foreknown by the pastor, he intuited it from the Spirit of God. And the man repented.  
 This is the Holy Spirit’s function in the church of the last days.  

 Part 4: 

     The Apostles of Jesus and the Epistles. Rom. 12:6; Eph. 4:8-13; 1 Cor. 12-14 
  
 Up to this point, we’ve observed the historical timeline of Jesus’s ministry, the Great 
Commission, and the Day of Pentecost. But that was only the beginning! A couple decades later, 
Paul was writing epistles to communities of believers who had developed so strongly that they 
had formed procedures and even offices that didn’t even exist at Pentecost! They had formed 
apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, teachers, deacons, and bishops.  
 The church with Jewish roots had gone international and included great scores of Gentile 
congregations! Several of these congregations were recipients of Apostolic epistles which teach 
us what the elders had come to know about the work of the Holy Spirit. I’d like to take a look at 
some of these passages that deal with giftings. Let’s begin with Romans.  

Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, 
let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who 

teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, 
with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 

··Romans 12:6-8·· 

 Isn’t it almost redundant to say that ministers must minister when they minister? Haha. 
Be sure to exhort when you exhort! Well, it might be redundant if you’re doing it in your flesh. 
But Paul has something else in mind! He’s wanting us to catalogue which gifts we have each 
received from the Lord and then put the gift into action! If God has given you a prophetic gift, 
then implement that bad boy! 
 We all know it’s possible (and probably common) for us to work in the flesh. So 
borrowing the language here, I’d say that we can certainly minister without ministering. Just like 
I could totally preach without revealing anything “from faith to faith.” So how much are we 
praying over our ministries and for receiving the gifts needed for our ministry? Another valid 
question would be, “Am I ignoring the gifting that God has given when I should be serving?” In 
short, I would say that we should definitely be on the lookout for what the Spirit has crafted in 
our local assemblies and follow Him.  
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 This is absolutely necessary to say, because the American standard is to follow a church 
model and to staff the model accordingly. Somehow it’s become necessary to us to seek the 
must-haves of choir, small group, the online presence, the trustees, the janitors, and so on. 
Instead of looking at a model by comparing ourselves to other ministries, Church, we must look 
to the Spirit of God! 
 I suppose one of the first times that our church was diligent about pursuing the Spirit as a 
corporate body was when we held a prayer meeting and asked the Lord to give us specific 
directions for the upcoming Easter service. When we just sat and waited on God, four of us had 
impressions from the Lord that we were meant to join another church for a beach service! Four 
witnesses! Hallelujah! This is the practice of following the Spirit, not following a tradition. In 
fact, that particular occasion led us to not even hold our own Easter service but to minister at 
another church’s event. Talk about untraditional. Who cancels their own Easter service?? Well, if 
it’s the Holy Spirit’s Easter service to begin with, then the decision is His and not our own.  
 Well, that’s how we do things corporately, but what about on an individual level? How do 
we incorporate gifts in the ministry as individuals? We can get clues from our next passage of 
Scripture, 1 Corinthians 12-13, which teaches us how God gives to each member of the body, 

“But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: for to one is given 
the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 
to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, to another the 
working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different 

kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. But one and the same Spirit works all 
these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.” 

··1 Corinthians 12:7-11·· 

And 

“Whenever you come together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a 
revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification.” 

··1 Corinthians 14:26·· 

 Imagine a congregation of people where each and every person would prepare themselves 
for the church service by asking the Lord if He’d provide a gift for them to bring to the assembly. 
“Lord, I’m willing to speak encouragement today. Do you have anything for me to share today?” 
How awesome of a church would that be?? 
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 So let it start with you! Sit with the Lord and ask for a word of wisdom, or knowledge, 
faith, a gift of healings, a working of miracles, prophecy, song, revelation, and so on. See if He’d 
give you a Scripture for someone, or an interpretation. The bottom line is that we ought to be 
asking the Spirit of the Lord for gifts to share!  
 We Christians are very familiar with gifting in the church, but if we’re not intentional, 
we’ll end up thinking the only gifts are preaching and singing. Trust me, after spending tens of 
thousands of hours in church, I qualify as a legit expert. And one thing I’ve seen in ministry is 
the mentality that develops in people to suggest something like, “Well, I don’t have a gift, so I’ll 
just sit in the sound booth or keep the nursery.” Maybe it’s not spoken directly, but it’s there. 
“Well, I’m just not a gifted teacher or singer.” Okay. Maybe you’re not called to be a pastor. But 
can we just stop thinking so narrowly, and consider for a second that you have the privilege to go 
to your Father’s throne room, ask for a gift to share, and then walk in on Sunday with some God-
given encouragement that might very well transform somebody’s life! There are sooooo many 
more gifts than preaching and singing!  
 Let’s take a look at some of the listed gifts in the Scripture: 

  
  
 There is no reason to think that these lists are exhaustive since there are some obvious 
gifts that aren’t listed. I mean, all of us know that God gifts worship leaders, and yet, there isn’t 
anything about minstrels or music on these lists! But can I suggest that we shouldn’t consider the 
work of the infinite God to fit onto anyone’s exhaustive list? So if you feel stuck because you 
can’t teach or sing, then go ahead and ask for another gift! Listen, friend. You’d be more limited 
browsing Amazon for a gift than you would be going to our infinite, almighty Father! Go 
ask Him for one And keep asking In fact, I’d say that even if you have a clear gifting, you’re 
taught to “stir up the gift that is within you.” More. More! MORE! 
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• Prophecy, Rom. 12:6; 1 Cor. 12:10; Eph. 4:11 
• Ministry, Rom. 12:7 
• Teaching, Rom. 12:7  
• Exhortation, Rom. 12:8 
• Generosity, Rom. 12:8 
• Leadership, Rom. 12:8 
• Mercy, Rom. 12:8  
• Word of Wisdom, 1 Cor. 12:8 
• Word of Knowledge, 1 Cor 12:8

• Faith, 1 Cor. 12:9 
• Gifts of Healings, 1 Cor. 12:9 
• Miracles, 1 Cor. 12:10 
• Discerning Spirits, 1 Cor. 12:10  
• Various tongues, 1 Cor. 12:10 
• Interpretations, 1 Cor. 12:10 
• Apostleship, 1 Cor. 12:28; Eph. 4:11 
• Pastoring, 1 Cor. 12:28; Eph. 4:11 
• Teaching, 1 Cor. 12:28; Eph. 4:11



 So what are you allowed to ask for? We can certainly see the work of the Spirit in the Old 
Testament when He came upon craftsman to create the Tabernacle and Temples. There was also 
Samuel’s school of prophets that had several musicians. Or take tongues for example. The phrase 
is “diverse kinds of tongues.” This is a science-y term that could be “various species of 
languages.” That seems like a very broad category indeed! All that’s needed is to sit with the 
Holy Spirit, give Him our hearts, and ask how He’d like for you to encourage His family.  
 I like how Peter summarized the gifts in his epistle. This simple fisherman-made-apostle 
had just two categories of speaking and ministering. Here’s our third selection of Scripture.  

“If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers,  
let him do it as with the ability which God supplies.” 

··1 Peter 4:11·· 

 Whether you talk or whether you work, do it by God’s enabling. So we could probably 
pray according to Apostle Peter’s teaching: “Lord, do you have a word or a deed that I could 
share with someone today to encourage, comfort, or build up?” You’ve probably actually 
operated like this throughout your Christianity. I know in those tough times when you’re at a loss 
for words for a friend in crisis, you end up internally crying out, “Oh Lord, help! I don’t know 
what to say right now!” And I know you’ve been in those blessed times where something wise 
comes out of your mouth and you think, “Whoa! That was the definitely the Holy Spirit!” 
 If you know what I’m talking about, then maybe you’d agree that this is how we should 
always be ministering. If God’s words came out spontaneously at a time of need, or if He 
answered your prayer in a crisis, or if you’ve seen Him do things like coordinate a church song 
with the sermon, or if some revelation has hit you while you were in the middle of teaching a 
lesson, then shouldn’t your ministry strive to operate that way at all times? This is how we are 
meant to think about the gifts! We’re not called to be passive, but to actively “pursue the best 
gifts.” We should be in constant prayer that His words would flow through our hearts and out of 
our mouths! We must give ourselves to be in constant prayer for more gifts to share! 
 All right, so we’ve seen Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 2, and 1 Peter 4. Our last key passage 
on spiritual gifts is Ephesians 4. This excerpt is from verses 8-13 (which quotes from Psalm 
68:18), but I’ve removed the parenthetical statement in verses 9 and 10 so this flows without 
pause.  

“Therefore He says: ‘When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, And gave gifts to 
men.’ And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some 

pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of 
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the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” 

··Ephesians 4:8, 11-13·· 

 In actuality there are no gifts without people. And here, Paul shoes how these five types 
of ministers are Jesus’ gifts to the church. Paul lifts the lyrics of Psalm 68 to state that when 
Jesus resurrected as the victorious risen King of Glory, He brought along those who were 
captive, and shared the “spoils of war” with His beloved Kingdom! These spoils are the gifts that 
allow mere men to oversee God’s Kingdom. The gifts are apostolic, prophetic, evangelistic, 
pastoral, and teacherly. These roles are often called the “5-Fold Offices.” The Scripture states 
plainly in verse 13 that these gifts will last until we measure up to the fullness of Christ’s stature. 
Paul didn’t consider himself to have attained. In fact, in the same exact sentence, he included 
himself with the children. He says that the body will help itself to grow through love and 
edification “into Him who is the head—Christ.” 
 In short, this big, fat run-on sentence is clearly telling us that the gifts of God include a 
model of church leadership that is shared by a well-equipped group of elders. These elders are 
seen throughout the book of Acts. And while I understand that some modern-day leaders abuse 
their roles as apostle or prophet, the same is said about pastors and evangelists. Abuse of a role is 
in no way a reason to disqualify what is plainly, plainly laid out in Scripture. These are God’s 
gifts! We are to rejoice when the Lord raises up apostolic, prophetic, or evangelistic people in our 
congregations!  
 At this point in the conversation, pastors usually say to me, “But do you believe that 
modern apostles hold higher authority in the church than the Scriptures?” This question is 
somewhat baffling, so I’m about to use some bold font for this response. Apostles have never 
had more authority than Scriptures. If a man claims higher authority than the Word of God, he 
is a false prophet and should be put out of the church. That’s true in every generation. I mean, do 
you actually think that Paul had more authority than God’s Word??  
 Here’s an ironic story on this topic. A few months ago, I saw a Baptist missionary friend 
post online about his wife also being a missionary. He was adamant that she’s NOT just a 
missionary’s wife, she’s a missionary herself. What I find ironic is that the word missionary 
comes from the Latin word for apostle. It was derived from Jerome’s Vulgate by the Catholics, 
and we use the term today. I’m not saying I’m against the term. It’s a great word! I’m pointing 
out the irony of a church culture that rejects modern day apostles, but readily accepts both male 
and female missionaries. They’re the same exact word in different languages. Ironic, right?  
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 Hopefully, this causes you to pause and consider the degree of comfort we’ve put into 
using offices that are traditionally accepted while simultaneously excluded clear biblical 
terminology.  
 So I say again. The five roles of Ephesians 4 are God’s gifts to the church! Why have we 
been vehemently opposing what He loves?  
 Okay. On the topic of opposing the gifts of God, let’s spend some time on certain gifts in 
order to give context to what half of American Christians completely reject! I’m specifically 
talking about prophecy and tongues. Which. Incidentally. Paul referred to as the most important 
and least important gifts, respectively.  
 This won’t be controversial at all (sarcastic laugh). So let’s get after it full tilt! 

 Prophecy and Tongues: 
Analyzing the speaking gifts we don’t speak of. 
  

“Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy. 
For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands him; 

however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries. But he who prophesies speaks edification and 
exhortation and comfort to men.” 

··1 Corinthians 14:1-3·· 

 I am so super excited for this section! It’s literally one of my favorite topics in the world 
because we are talking about hearing from and talking to God! It’s no surprise that these two 
spiritual gifts have been feuded about for centuries. The way I see it, there’s no doubt that Satan 
would want to remove these two gifts from the church because this is all about our direct line to 
the throne of Heaven!  
 “But Josh, isn’t my direct line to Heaven called prayer?” Exactly! This is why I get so 
stoked about this topic! We’re talking about talking. to. God. Himself! 
 Look, people. I’m a fanatic for Jesus. He’s my favorite person. And He talks to me 
literally any time day or night that I pause to have a conversation! Jesus talks to me! And he talks 
to me in the same way he spoke to Paul! If that seems far-fetched or even blasphemous to you, 
then allow me to walk us through this chapter and prove it to you.  
 But before we begin, I’d like to make an earnest plea to you. I’d ask you to pause this 
book for a day or two. I’d ask you to take a blank notebook and ask the Holy Spirit to teach you 
from 1 Corinthians 14. As is my regular practice as a pastor, I’ll ask you to study it for yourself. 
And after you’ve read the Scriptures with the guidance of God’s Spirit, then maybe you can 
come back here and compare notes. God bless you in your study, my friend! 
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 Welcome back! I trust that you’ve taken the time to read and pray over 1 Corinthians 14. 
With that done, here comes my running commentary. Allow me to throw an outline of my 
thoughts at you. This section is awesome. I hope it blesses you! 

1. The Command to Pursue the Prophetic 

  
“Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy… Therefore, 

brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with tongues.” 
·· 1 Corinthians 14:1 & 39·· 

 Those two verses are the opening and closing statements of this section. 1 Corinthians 14 
depicts a double demand to deeply desire! “Desire spiritual gifts… desire earnestly to prophesy!” 
I believe I can rightly say that if the Bible instructs us to desire and pursue prophetic gifts, that 
Jesus actually deeply desires this! He loves the gifts that He gives! He loves when His people 
prophesy. Just listen to His will found in Amos 3:7, “Surely the Lord GOD does nothing, Unless 
He reveals His secret to His servants the prophets.”  
 Speaking of Amos, if we study how the Lord communicated to His prophets in the Old 
Testament, and the prophetic church of the New Testament, I think we can determine a biblical 
description of prophecy.  
 I believe that prophecy includes actual foretelling, but there are other terms too. Actually, 
there are just tons of prophetic terms: dark sayings, riddles, words of wisdom, teaching, words of 
knowledge, oracles, tongues, interpretations, dreams, visions, and so on. Probably all of those 
scenarios can be tucked under the ministry of prophecy. I strongly think so because Peter said, “If 
any man speak, let it be as the oracles of God.” Okay, so what I believe prophecy to mean is the 
“speaking forth of a word from the Holy Spirit given by revelation.” I think you have to have to 
have each of those components present.  

• Speaking forth 
• Words from the Holy Spirit 
• Received by revelation.  
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 The Holy Spirit drops something into our heart by revelation, and then we are responsible 
to communicate that knowledge. If there was no revelation, then it’s not prophetic. And if there is 
no speaking it out, then it’s not prophetic. This is a partnership between God and man. And while 
training is ideal — in fact, training is commanded (Hebrews 5:14) — there is no training actually 
necessary to begin! Jesus said, “My sheep hear my Voice.” Even children prophesy! Why? 
Because we are humble vessels. You can hear Him right now! Ask Him to drop visions or words 
into your heart, and just sit quietly until He does! I’m not talking about head knowledge. I’m 
talking about something that feels like daydreaming in that part of you that “sees.”  
 And if you pray for someone and the Lord downloads a thing to you for that person, it’s 
now your responsibility to deliver it in love and faith! (My wife rolls her eyes when I say 
“download,” but it makes sense to me and I like saying it.) That’s all there is to prophetic 
ministry. Listen to God, and lovingly deliver the revelation He gives you.  
 The heart behind the prophetic gifts is a heart for God’s will. He expresses His will to His 
servants. Ask your pastor about his “call to ministry.” Pastors know that their heart was moved 
and the Spirit gave them directions. They may say something about the peace of God or the 
promptings of their heart. I’d believe that most of my readers have experienced this personally! I 
say all that to say that God does not speak exclusively through the Bible. The Bible itself would 
testify of this. One professor said, “God has a rich history of speaking personally to His people.” 
This is the heart behind prophetic gifts. It’s this simple: God loves speaking to His people.  
 As you walk through 1 Corinthians 14, you can easily pick up on Paul’s deep longing for 
prophetic gifts in the community of believers! Just look at these verses! 

 His desire for spiritual gifts is intense! What kind of behavior would this longing cause in 
the apostle? Do you suppose he prayed long hours for more giftings? Do you think he fasted? 
How often do you reckon that he got alone with the Spirit of God? The Bible is true when it says, 
“you don’t have, because you don’t ask.” Paul provokes us to ask, seek, and knock! After all, if 
we ask the Father for good gifts like bread and eggs, He won’t give us stones or scorpions. We 
must ask! Here’s a truth that you may have never considered before. Based on the commands of 
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 14:1  “Desire spiritual gifts, especially that you may prophecy.”  
 14:5  “I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied.” 
 14:18  “I thank my God I speak with tongues more than you all.” 
 14:31  “You can all prophesy one by one, that all may learn and all may be encouraged.” 
  14:37   “If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that 
  the things which I write to you are the commandments of the Lord.” 
 14:39  “Brothers, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with tongues.”



1 Corinthians 14, we can acknowledge that if we are not pursuing spiritual gifts of the prophetic 
nature, we are actually in sin. If the command is to pursue, and we don’t, that’s disobedience, 
isn’t it? We must ask, seek, and knock! 
 A friend of mine in the next town was born again back in the 70’s. As she was reading the 
Word, she discovered spiritual gifts and asked her pastor about them, specifically tongues. He 
told her not to worry about those, but she was inclined to pray hard! After all, there’s an 
instruction manual for them in the Bible! She was a baby Christian and didn’t even know what 
fasting was, but told her family that she wouldn’t eat until God told her about these gifts. After 
nine days of fasting, the Spirit of God fell upon their family just as He did in the Book of Acts! 
The entire family was immediately changed and filled by the Spirit. The daughters were having 
dreams and visions, and the entire family was pressed to the floor under the weight of God’s 
glory as each person began to utter one thing or another to the Lord in praise. Some of them 
spoke English, and others spoke something unintelligible. They hadn’t ever seen this 
demonstrated. They were new to the faith and had never so much as seen these reactions on TV. 
The Lord answered her intense prayers and fasting because my friend had earnestly desired the 
gifts of the Spirit! Decades later, she has beautiful stories of fruitful ministry! 
 I wonder how many churches would be filled with the Spirit to biblical degrees if we 
desired Him so much that we’d go without food for nine days! This stirs my own heart, friend. 
And I hope it stirs yours. When the Lord commands us to pursue gifts, He expects us to desire 
them like He does. Scriptures Command to Pursue Prophetic Gifts. 

2. Prophecy: A Supernatural Church Practice 

  
“For you can all prophesy one by one, that all may learn and all may be encouraged.  

And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.” 
·· 1 Corinthians 14:31-32 ·· 

 This chapter is one of the most helpful in terms of practicality, and I think it’s especially 
relevant to our modern Church that tends to either practice prophetic gifts in chaos or does not 
practice them at all. Do churches get into weird behavior with supernatural gifts? Yes. Do they 
abuse tongues and prophecy? Again, yes. And guess what! So did the church in Corinth. They 
were completely upside down in their “charismatic” behavior. There was no love present. They 
competed with one another. And they had elevated the gift of tongues much, much too highly! 
 So how did Paul respond to the abuse of the gifts? Did he tell them to stop? Did he create 
cessationism? Did he tell them to stick to exclusively to reading the Bible and to stop being 
prophetic? You know where I’m going with this. He didn’t stop them! He actually encouraged 
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their zeal! And he told them to get things in order. “Even so you, since you are zealous for 
spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the church that you seek to excel…. Let all things be 
done decently and in order.” This is such an important section here. I think it’ll help believers on 
both sides to consider a balanced and obedient approach to practicing the prophetic. Here’s a list 
of observations on the supernatural gift of prophecy, and then I’ll expound with some examples.   

 The foundation must always be love! “though I have the gift of prophecy… and have not 
love, I am nothing.” I recently read a book called Love and Prophecy that wisely applied the 
attributes of 1 Corinthians 13 (the love chapter) to the power gifts of chapter 14. So when the 
Bible says, “Love is patient, love is kind,” the author makes the case that “prophecy is patient, 
prophecy is kind.” I’d well say that most charismatic abuse — no, wait, most church abuse 
would be avoided if we ministered this way. If we ministered without being competitive, 
skeptical, or glad for an opponent’s destruction, then the church would be a house of love, not of 
envy.  
 Just this morning, in my devotional time, I read about the Old Testament priests who 
would serve “gently” because they were well aware of their own need for atonement. It sure 
would be nice if our church leaders tried this! (I’m primarily speaking to myself.) We must 
gently and patiently love people!  
 And of course, we all know that each member of the body has a varying degree of 
giftings, different from anyone else’s! Which means in your congregation right now, someone 
has a gift of intercession, while others are teachers, and some are so highly equipped at hearing 
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1. The foundation must always be love. 13:2 and 14:1 
2. Each member of the body of Christ will have varying degrees of gifting. 12:4-11 
3. Prophesy is appointed as a high gift in each list of spiritual gifts in the epistles. 12:28-31 
4. Stay humble. Even the best prophecy is simply a “part” of a whole. 13:9 
5. Receiving a prophetic word is often difficult or uncertain, as Paul compares it to seeing 

through a dark glass or a dim mirror. 13:12 
6. Prophecy is for comforting, encouraging, and building up the body of Christ. 14:3-4 
7. A true prophetic word will convict hearts and reveal the secrets of the heart. 14:24-14:25 
8. Prophetic ministry should be kept accountable by allowing everyone to speak one at a 

time and then judging the words with the Bible and the God-given leadership. 14:29-32 
9. Be eagerly hungry and accountable to speak on behalf of the Holy Spirit. 14:39-40



the voice of the Spirit that they would be considered prophets! These gifts may be dormant or 
unknown, but they’re present! You’re in a faith family of super heroes!  
 Remember what I’ve been saying here, please. Prophets are not limited to writing 
Scripture, nor is the prophet as authoritative as the Word. So I am not saying a prophetic man in 
your church is allowed to overrule the Bible. But allow me to say that you should strongly desire 
to have highly prophetic people in your church! And to my pastor friends, that doesn’t have to be 
you! In fact, it probably won’t be. Acts 15 says that Silas was a prophet, and a few sentences 
later it says Paul chose him for a missionary journey! I think that indicated that Silas could’ve 
been as prophetic as Paul or possibly even more so! Nonetheless, Paul was not competitive. He 
chose the gifted guy!  
 These days, I definitely understand why Paul wanted Silas with him. Man, I want to be 
surrounded by people who hear God! We currently have an upcoming prayer week, and let me 
tell you, I really want our prophetic people in place! Prophesy is always listed among the highest 
gifts in the Scriptures. In each listing of the epistles, “prophecy” or “prophet" is mentioned. This 
is a hugely important characteristic! This is more important than financial wisdom, or teaching 
ability, or even evangelism! Yes! As hard as it to believe, the Bible counts prophesy to be above 
everything besides apostolic gifts! This isn’t me saying it; this is the Bible!  
 I’ve already listed several passages in this chapter. Look at them again, my friend! 
Prophecy is even higher than evangelism! Why? Because if we can’t hear God then we’re sunk, 
even if we’re winning people to Jesus.  
 Now let’s say that there’s a really strong anointing on your life to hear God’s voice. 
Maybe the Holy Spirit has even deemed you to be His point-man in the church, and that you get 
dreams, visions, and prophetic words like a flowing river. For sake of illustration, let’s even say 
that God made you the most prophetic man in history!! Even if that is you, friend, you have to 
remember that no matter how much you prophesy, it is only just a “part.” And let us always 
remember that these are gifts! As 1 Corinthians 4:7 says about receiving gifts, “If you did indeed 
receive it, why do you boast?” How can someone boast about a free gift that they didn’t earn? 
 The apostle wrote to us saying, “we prophesy in part.” That’s the ceiling of limitation. No 
man or women gets the whole face-to-face picture that we’ll receive in Glory. Even the best 
prophets hold singular puzzle pieces. This is why we need each other!  
 Last Sunday night, we were praying for a dear sister’s back pain. The Lord didn’t heal her 
right then, so we prayed again to ask Him for a word. As we sat quietly listening for His voice, 
one brother began to pray aloud for renewed strength and youth. He was praying Isaiah 40:31 
over her, “But those who wait on the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with 
wings like eagles.” I said, “Whoa! At the beginning of the prayer meeting, I received a vision of 
a soaring eagle, continuously flying upward!” Then my wife chimed in, “Wow, I also just saw an 
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eagle soaring over mountains!” We had each received a part, but there is so much confidence in 
receiving three pieces to confirm the same word! Jesus doesn’t have mere pieces, but we do! We 
must stay humble because we will only ever have a single part of the whole. 
 If you’re not sure if you’ve ever received visions like this, Paul explained it succinctly, 
“For now we see in a mirror, dimly.” In the King James, it says “through a glass darkly.” Those 
are the same concept. Trying to see the spiritual stuff is tough for mere mortals! It’s as if you 
were trying to see your reflection in a dull mirror. When I say I saw a vision of an eagle, it was 
not high definition! My wife would tell you the same thing. And most of the prophetic people I 
hang around say things like, “I think this what the Lord is saying.” Or as one pastor taught, “I 
may be wrong about this, but I’m just trying to hear God for you.” Prophetic words are often 
difficult to discern!  
 It can be tough to discern the Spirit’s thoughts from my own. But if you will sit with 
Jesus with great diligence and keep digging, you’ll find that in Him are “hidden all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge.” Keep digging for gold! 
 So the sister’s back pain wasn’t healed. Now what? Do we give up hope in Christ? Do we 
throw out the idea that Jesus still heals? Or. Do we pray again? I frequently remember that the 
book of James says that we can ask wrongly. We can miss the mark. So it’s worth sitting still and 
waiting for God to present His perfect will. With our sister, we decided to seek a word from the 
Spirit, and He gave her encouragement from Isaiah 40:31! One pastor said that encouragement is 
the primary language of the Holy Spirit. Child of God, just sit and soak. Be still and know that 
He is God. Let the heart of God drench your own heart with His lovingkindness!  
 His words will be for encouragement, for comfort, and for upbuilding. Paul was 
comforted when the Lord told him, “My grace is sufficient for you.” And Paul was built up 
enough to say, “I will glory in my infirmities that the power of Christ may rest upon me!”  
 I remember a couple who visited our church a few months ago. The wife looked very 
uncomfortable and when I inquired, she said she had intense nausea. She came forward for 
prayer, and the elders prayed. We didn’t know her. We didn’t know anything besides her name 
and her nausea! And yet her husband and her were bawling buckets as the pastors prayed! The 
man testified that what we were saying went straight to their hearts! It amazed me to hear of the 
grace and encouragement they had received in that moment. He was going on and on to the 
church about the encouraging words, and then just casually mentioned that her nausea was gone. 
Haha. Yes! Jesus healed her! But what was so much greater than the physical healing in that 
moment was the prophetic ministry of the Holy Spirit Who had spoken to their hearts. The words 
from God will do that! They are for comfort, encouragement, and building up.  
 But even while the words of the Lord are speaking encouragement, He is also quite 
capable of speaking conviction to our hearts. 1 Corinthians 14:24-25 says that a prophetic 
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community will speak to the secrets of hearts and bring about conviction of sin. Let’s think about 
the day that Peter called out Ananias and Sapphira’s lie. They tried to deceive the church. But 
they were found out! The secret that was hidden in the darkness of their hearts was exposed by 
the Spirit of God. The secrets of the heart are revealed by the Spirit’s prophetic ministry. 
 Honestly, these two verses stir up a desire within me that is unlike much else. Don’t you 
want a church community like this? “But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed 
person comes in, he is convinced by all, he is convicted by all. And thus the secrets of his heart 
are revealed; and so, falling down on his face, he will worship God and report that God is truly 
among you.” I was in a Zoom call last night and the teacher quoted this Scripture to a certain 
church group on the call. He told them that their church would be a prophetic community that 
strangers would walk into and say, “Truly, God is here!”  
 YES!!! Of course, that’s the testimony we all want! So where does that come from? How 
is that nature cultivated? How can our churches have that testimony and see that response? Love 
and power. This is it. Plain and simple. Love. Power. Love to comfort and power to convict. 
Love to encourage and power to build up. Then they’ll say “Truly, God is among you.” All men 
will know you are His disciples.  
 The Scriptures continue with a description and guidelines for prophetic words. So 
whether you receive a vision, dream, word of wisdom, word of knowledge, teaching, revelation, 
or interpretation (which I think would all fall under the category of prophetic words), we are 
taught to be accountable. This text is supremely important. It was vital for the church at Corinth, 
and it is for us also.  

 “If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be two or at the most three, each in turn, and let 
one interpret. But if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in church, and let him speak to 

himself and to God. Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others judge. But if anything is 
revealed to another who sits by, let the first keep silent. For you can all prophesy one by one, that 

all may learn and all may be encouraged. And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the 
prophets.” 

 Two or three at a time, and then judge. One at a time that all may learn and be 
encouraged. The apostle didn’t say zero. And he didn’t say restraint-free. The fact is, if you speak 
in the assembly, you are accountable. If you speak for God, you are accountable. James 3:1 says 
teachers receive stricter judgment. When it comes to spiritual gifts, one pastor used to say, 
“Everyone gets to play,” but we must remember in our playing that there is a high level of 
responsibility. To whom much is given, much is required. (Jesus said that way before Peter 
Parker’s uncle did!) 
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 So as we are held accountable, and while we recognize that literally any and every 
Christian may be a mouthpiece for God, let’s be mindful of the elders that God has given us. And 
most of all, let us remember the final Rule of our faith and practice: the written Word of God. 
Everything spoken must align with the Scriptures.  
 You know those talent shows where someone does their act, and some celebrity weirdos 
sit there and judge them? What if we held each other accountable like that? Not accountable to 
our own preferences, but in keeping with God’s Word. And no, I’m not talking about those 
ridiculous YouTube channels and podcasts where pastors tear down other pastors, I’m talking 
about being accountable within your local ministry. Those guys online and on TV should 
definitely have personal accountability. That’s not me. Or you. We have our co-laborers that we 
must yield to. The first text message I had this morning was from a lady in the church who noted 
that I put the wrong Scripture reference on a verse on Sunday, and recently another church 
member told me about something concerning he saw in my preaching. Thank God for saints in 
my local assembly who hold my feet to the fire! When we speak for God, we need 
accountability!  

 Prophetic ministry is supernatural! Supernatural ministry always creates a dramatic 
response! Just look at the Word! Some people respond by laying down their life to follow Jesus. 
Others get upset or uncomfortable, and they move away to find a safer worship environment. 
And then there’s the other crowd who gets so excited about an external manifestation of the Holy 
Spirit, that they get so obsessed with seeking the signs and wonders and end up pursuing the gift 
instead of the Giver! 
 The great news is that no matter how you have responded beforehand, you can make 
adjustments and follow Him rightly today! If you have rejected His supernatural manifestations, 
please repent and ask the Spirit of God to show you what His plan for your life is.  
 Yes, I’m fully aware that the salvation of a soul is the most supernatural miracle of them 
all! But at no point does the Bible disparage against the other supernatural workings of the Spirit 
of God. Do we need encouragement, comfort, and building up? If yes, then we need His 
prophetic words “that all may learn and be encouraged.” 

3. Using Unknown Tongues to Pray 

  
“For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands him; 

however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries..” 
·· 1 Corinthians 14:2 ·· 
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 Imagine the pastor standing up on Sunday morning and declaring,“The Word clearly tells 
us, ‘Dpibu$ neque l@cks vel el!t Ut *ehicul& nunc ma+tis pede. %asellus he^rerit pul()inum!’” 
 Huh?? If that was his Sunday sermon, I’m positive that nobody would be helped! Nobody 
would be encouraged. Nobody would be blessed. Why? Because words must be intelligible to be 
helpful! “Unless you utter by the tongue words easy to understand, how will it be known what is 
spoken?” (1 Cor. 14:9) 
 I stole that tongues gag from a friend because it makes a point! It’s a great point, actually. 
I could’ve copy/pasted some Taiwanese symbols or Russian words and it would be totally 
unfruitful in speaking to you. So why is it that thousands of churches prioritize speaking and 
praying in tongues, when Scripture said that it’s unfruitful? And why is it that when Scripture 
says do not forbid speaking in tongues that thousands of other churches do precisely that! Can 
we make sense out of this subject?  
 I’d like to address a few of the common statements about tongues that I’ve repeatedly 
heard in the church. We’ll weigh them against the Word, and in the end, I believe that we can 
find a Biblical approach to this gift.  
 The #1 Cessationist statement most commonly used about tongues is far and away this 
one:  

“The tongues I see in the Book of Acts are not what I see in the modern church!”  

 A few months ago, an awesome Christian brother had called to discuss some of the 
changes that had happened in our ministry. At one point he began to tell me how a missionary 
friend of his had taken the Gospel to the Inuit people, and she had determined to bring an 
interpreter along. As the missionary was sharing the Gospel, her interpreter sat silently until 
afterward she finally asked, “Why aren’t you interpreting?” To which the interpreter responded, 
“Well, you’re speaking in our language!” Hallelujah!! 
 Having nothing to gain by lying about this story, my brother was bearing witness against 
this common statement that we don’t see biblical tongues! As a matter of fact, the church does 
see this gift of divine interpretation. This was not a one-and-done event in Acts 2, it’s happening 
today! Goodness, it could be happening at this very moment.  
 To say that biblical gifts aren’t happening in the church is really just admission that they 
aren’t happening in one person’s given experience. Or in the experience of one church or one 
denomination. Yes, the Acts 2 gift of tongues is still alive and well, and it’s being used at the 
Holy Spirit’s discretion, not ours.  
 But at this point, I’d like to build context, because you might be thinking about the 
unintelligible tongues you’ve seen in church or on the internet, and you’re not seeing how that’s 
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the same thing as Acts 2. You’d be right! That is not the same gift of tongues as Acts 2. In that 
chapter, the 120 disciples spoke in different tongues, and foreigners were hearing the uneducated 
Jews speaking in their own native languages. There was definitely some divine interpretation 
going on! This was the anti-Babel move of God that was demonstrating His sovereign greatness! 
 But now what in the world is happening in the modern church?? Why do people speak 
unintelligible words? Some help begins in 1 Corinthians 12:10, when the Lord indicated in His 
Word that there are “different kinds of tongues.” Or as I noted before, “various species of 
tongues.” Which means, there isn’t just the one gift from Acts 2. There are multiple kinds of 
language gifts. And all one must do is carefully study Paul’s own testimony in 1 Corinthians 14 
to understand a different gift. Let’s remember that Paul claimed to speak in tongues more than 
any zealous person in Corinth! “I thank God that I speak in tongues more than you all.” 
 What was the apostle doing when he prayed in tongues? Let’s consider if this is the same 
gift of divine interpretation in Acts 2 or something different? I think perhaps if we read each 
description of tongues in 1 Corinthians 14, that we’d have a clearer understanding. 
 “For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one 
understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries.” Right off the bat, we can see that 
this is different than the gift in Acts 2 since this gift results in no man understanding. He is 
praying to God, and he is speaking mysteries in the Spirit, but no man understands, including the 
speaker.  
 “He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. I 
wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied.” This contrast is supremely 
important! The gift of prophesy was of utmost importance to the Apostle Paul for the building of 
the church body. But we have to note that the gift of tongues is of great importance for edifying 
the individual believer. Can I just say that Jesus is not embarrassed of tongues? The apostle 
didn’t discourage it either! In fact, the Bible says, “I wish you all spoke with tongues!”  
 I’ve heard so many, many believers say that they don’t desire to pray in tongues. I 
literally heard someone say it yesterday. No lie. And I have said it myself. Several times. But that 
is not a God-given sentiment. Why? Because the Holy Spirit prompted Paul to write, “I wish you 
all spoke with tongues!” Biblically speaking, this what God desires. I would gently and humbly 
suggest that the reason we Westerners neither value nor want tongues is because of something 
like what Scripture says in 1 Corinthians 14:14, “For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but 
my understanding is unfruitful.” Praying in tongues does not benefit our mind, but builds our 
spirit. We are an intellectually-driven people, and frankly, we prize (and even idolize) our minds 
and ignore our hearts in regards to God. Tongues builds up one’s spirit. Okay, this makes sense to 
our culture. If I don’t value my spirit and I value my mind, it’s logical that I wouldn’t value 
praying in tongues.  
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 Clearly, tongues builds up the individual, but it doesn’t build up a church service! This 
gift stands alone in that regard. It’s the singular gift that Paul said edifies one’s own spirit.  
 Don’t miss this part, the point of praying in tongues is to speak from my heart to 
God’s heart. We already read that Scripture says we speak, “to God.” And in Acts 2, it directly 
says, “we hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God.” The first 
occasion of tongues was wrapped in praise! They were glorifying God, and the Spirit elevated 
their language. And as the church community matured from the day of Pentecost until the writing 
of 1 Corinthians (around thirty years), believers came to understand that this gift is for God’s 
glory and for God’s heart. This explains why Paul said, “I will pray with the spirit, and I will also 
pray with the understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with the 
understanding.” He was loving God with his mind and with his heart. Just like the first and great 
commandment! You are free to praise and love God with your entire understanding, and when 
that reaches its end, and you can’t think of any greater words to praise Him, then you can ask the 
Spirit for a gift of tongues, drop your native tongue, and continue praising God from the flow of 
your spirit without the hindrance of a vocabulary! “They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” They spake. Holy Spirit 
gave utterance. Beautiful and holy partnership.  
 There’s a great big chunk of Scripture in 1 Corinthians 14 explaining why tongues needs 
interpretation in the assembly. Yes, in your own prayer closet, you’re free to cut loose and let 
your heart pray in unintelligible tongues (which your heart can feel, but your brain can’t fathom), 
but when it’s an assembly of people that includes unlearned or unsaved people, then we need to 
put some structure in place. “Let all things be done decently and in order.” 
 Our church was in the middle of a five-day prayer conference. The move of God was so 
holy and powerful, that we would leave the services hardly able to speak of what He was doing 
in our midst. In the assembly, we would praise Him, thank Him, testify, and preach. Then the 
Lord would pour out spiritual gifts resulting in healing, prophecy, comfort, and love. On day 2, 
one man was so stirred up during a song, that he began to shout hallelujah and then rattle off 
some unintelligible tongues. This was a first-time experience for most people in the room, but 
one pastor graciously stepped forward with a mic and taught us, “The Bible says that when there 
is a gift of tongues in the assembly, we’re to pray and ask for interpretation” (1 Cor. 14:13, 27). 
The pastor had asked for the interpretation and the Spirit of God pressed on his heart, “Jesus is a 
mighty, warrior King.” Immediately upon hearing his interpretation, my wife and I both felt like 
we were being led to sing “Whom Shall I Fear, God of Angel Armies”. We proceeded in the great 
confidence that the Spirit of God was leading our church service. We were following the pattern 
of the Scriptures and seeing the fruit of the Spirit! 
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 To be honest with you, several families left our church as a result of that incident. No 
matter how I showed them the biblical validity of it, they chose to walk away. This is how it 
goes with the work of God. This is probably why Jesus told John the Baptist, “Blessed are you if 
you’re not offended by me.”  
 So what is it then? Are tongues evil? Be careful, my friend! I warn you to be cautious 
about calling one of God’s gifts evil! We must not criticize or denigrate something that He freely 
gives. Imagine the offense of someone criticizing a gift that you’ve given them from the joy and 
goodness of your heart. How grievous! Do not disparage God’s gifts. “Do not forbid speaking in 
tongues!” (vs. 39) 
 Don’t forbid them, but rather, let them be done decently and in order. What does that 
mean exactly? Firstly, it means that if tongues get out of control, it can literally bewilder unsaved 
people and prevent them from coming to the Gospel of Jesus (v.23). Secondly, teach and train 
your people about praying in tongues. Teach them that it builds up one’s own spirit and blesses 
the Lord! When your assembly consists of trained believers, then there is a place for praying in 
tongues, and especially with seeking interpretation. (v.27) Thirdly, it’s expected that you don’t 
show up to the assembly empty-handed. Verse 26 says to bring "a psalm, a teaching, a tongue, a 
revelation, an interpretation.” I think this means that in your own prayer closet, you need to 
connect your spirit to God’s Spirit to seek a gift, and this spiritual experience is benefited by 
including tongues. 
 When the Lord first allowed me to really experience what I describe as the heart-flow of 
praying in tongues, it came in two stages. The first stage was asking. I had prayed to receive the 
gift, and I had had other men pray over me to receive the gift. I waited for months for the Holy 
Spirit to do some kind of autopilot with my tongue. I figured I would just let loose and surrender 
my mouth to Him and He would fill it. But that never happened.  
 Eventually, one wise leader prayed over me and then asked me, “Are any words 
appearing in your mind?” And sure enough, a strange syllable had precipitated into my thoughts. 
He rejoiced. “Great! You’ve got tongues!” That stumped me for a few weeks, until late one night, 
I determined to praise God with my understanding and with my spirit until I could “stir up” the 
gift that is within me (2 Timothy 1:6). That night, I would praise God in English, and then shut 
off my native language and let a series of syllables flow. For the first time, I experienced what it 
means to let my spirit pray. My mind took back seat in prayer for the first time, and I could feel 
the praise continue to pour out of my spirit like oil upon the feet of Jesus! Alternating between 
English and tongues, my heart and mind praised the Lord! 
 I understand if this feels scary or embarrassing to you. I have gone through the crucible 
of those emotions in my own experience. But I’m doing my best to show you how the Word of 
God supports this gift and practice. I would challenge anyone to prove from Scripture how God’s 
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gift of tongues is scary or embarrassing to Him. It’s just not. Very similarly to the way that your 
heart was once elated by your toddler’s jibber jabber, our praying in the tongues is a blessing to 
our Father! 
 The gift of tongues is indeed an odd one in the sense that it doesn’t seem very natural to 
the “reasonable” human’s experience, particularly if you’ve been raised to prize your intellect 
and doctrine and education. This gift doesn’t get earned it Bible college. It usually happens when 
brothers and sisters of Jesus are in the throes of warfare or perhaps deep into a fasted time of 
pursuing God. I think the point is that praying in tongues goes hand-in-hand with an overflowing 
heart. Whether overflowing with grief or joy, the Spirit has given us a way to vent our inner self.  
 My story isn’t unique. I’ve met several people who received this gift relatively gradually. 
But I’ve also been around multiple people who immediately received the full gift, and burst into 
flowing, new tongues. I have a friend who spent decades in the Southern Baptist Church. We 
were standing together in worship and he suddenly broke out in unintelligible tongues. 
Afterward, I asked him if he’d always had that gift or if it just happened right there on the spot. 
Wouldn’t you know it, but my friend hadn’t even been seeking the gift, and it came over him 
completely! There are various testimonies in our church of how people began praying in tongues. 
Some were gradual. Some were sudden. I’m not sure that this matters much except to say that 
God will work something unique in your life. But don’t worry. If you reject the gift, the Lord 
won’t force you to use it.  
 I’d encourage you to consider 1 Corinthians 14. Read it for yourself. Invite the Spirit to 
guide you. And determine what you think He means. You might define those tongues differently 
than I would. But as for me, “I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the 
understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with the understanding.” 

3. Tongues Being a Sign to Unbelievers 

  
“Therefore tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but prophesying is 

not for unbelievers but for those who believe.” 
·· 1 Corinthians 14:22 ·· 

 This is a weird verse. For Americans anyway. Apparently it was normal enough for Paul 
and the Corinthian church that he included it! Here’s what I think it means.  
 The Old Testament reference that he used in verse 21 came from Isaiah. The prophet of 
old had written that since Israel would not listen to God with their native tongue, that there 
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would be a sign of being surrounded by a foreign tongue. In other words, being surrounded by 
Babylonians speaking the Chaldean language would be proof that Israel was under God’s 
judgment. In the same way, if we surrounded an unbeliever or an outsider with unintelligible 
tongues, it would not help them in the least. That kind of behavior would literally drive them 
away from the church! Yep. This is exactly what we have seen proven true in many 
charismatically-abusive churches.  
 The use of the word “sign” in this passage is clearly not in the positive sense. The Bible 
has plenty of uses of the word sign being used negatively. Such as when Jesus scolded the 
Pharisees saying, “The only sign you’ll get is the sign of Jonah!” (Mic drop.) 
 I’ve heard men use this term positively. In fact, it’s even taught that tongues are a positive 
means of evangelism. Dear friend, that is literally the opposite of what Paul said!  
 Evangelism comes by the preaching of the Gospel. Period. Edification comes by the gifts. 
And tongues doesn’t even edify the body of believers. Why would we expect it to edify the lost?  
 In short, don’t surround an outsider with tongues. If the learned believers in a particular 
assembly (probably more like a small group or house church) agree to praying in tongues 
together, then great. But don’t surround outsiders with foreign language or else you might as well 
speak condemnation over them.  
 I believe that’s the meaning of the forceful language that Paul was using here.  

3. Keep the Assembly Orderly 

  
“Therefore, brothers, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with tongues. Let 

all things be done decently and in order.” 
·· 1 Corinthians 14:22 ·· 

 I love this conclusion. It’s as if the exasperated and zealous apostle spelled out three 
chapters in stark, plain detail, and it all leads up to this “THEREFORE!” 
 “Therefore, little childish saints, in regards to what I just wrote for over 1,500 words, I 
am instructing you to earnestly desire prophecy. And I am instructing you to never forbid tongues 
as a gift from God. AND I am instructing you rambunctious people to keep some order and 
decency in the church! Paul out.” That’s my interpretation anyway.  
 Setting sarcasm aside, one reason I love this closing statement is that it addresses both 
extremes. It’s extreme to cease God’s gifts and forbid tongues. It’s also extreme to have indecent 
disorder. We cannot say “anything goes.” And we also cannot say, “Tongues has to go.”  
 As the God-ordained pastor of a local assembly, I recognize the responsibility I have to 
be orderly with the gifts of God. I’ve made mistakes, and I’ve cleaned up messes from myself 
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and others. It’s left me with a degree of humility and understanding for other pastors who are 
trying to do the same.  
 I’m not going to judge you for giving a concerted effort to obey the Bible. But we’ve got 
to obey the Bible, amen? If your church is in spiritual disarray and running amuck in an effort to 
conjure up the Holy Spirit, then it would be your immediate responsibility to get order into your 
assemblies. On the other hand, if you’re not earnestly desiring to prophesy and you’d rather be 
safe than sorry, then I’d point out that you’re equally out of line with the Scriptures.  
 Tongues are biblical. Prophecy is biblical. Orderliness is biblical. It goes against our flesh 
to pursue these things of the Spirit. Moreover, it can even offend the mind sometimes. I assure 
you, the Holy Spirit has no problem offending our carnal, faithless minds. But in order to be 
obedient to the Word of God, you must pursue. I make no apology for being firm on this point. If 
you are not earnestly pursuing prophecy, then you’re disobeying the Scripture. I don’t really care 
what doctrinal loophole you’ve come up with — the Word is plain and clear. If you’re forbidding 
tongues, even in your own life, you’re disobeying the Word. And if you’re out-of-control, then 
you’re disobeying the Word.  
 Most churches are in one extreme or the other. And if you’re a pastor and you’re 
wondering if you can transition your church, then be warned, it’ll split down the middle. I’m 
speaking from experience. I know multiple pastors who had to resign a church to follow the 
Spirit. And I know multiple pastors who had to let half their church walk away.  
 But I’d rather let God be true and every man a liar. I will love all my brothers and sisters 
to the best of my ability. And I will hold to the clear teachings of the Word.  
 If you show up to our church on Sunday, you’ll find group of believers who are earnestly 
desiring to prophesy. And you’ll see the fruit of it! On Sunday, while we prayed over a woman, 
one man received an impression of a Shepherd holding a lamb. She burst into flowing tears 
because she said that is exactly the  place she goes when she gets alone with the Lord. She is 
God’s sheep. How did that man know to pray that? A prophetic gift from God. It has nothing to 
do with education; in fact, there are plenty of uneducated people in our church who share visions 
and prophetic words, even the children. One woman recently had a vision of a lady being 
attended by a nurse, and 48 hours later that lady was in the hospital! The gift of prophecy is alive 
and well, because God has never changed.  
 And if you don’t have these gifts active in your church, then you are missing out on 
something that played a huge and powerful role in the first church.  
 So burn the impotent traditions of your denomination and ignore what abuses you’ve 
seen in others! Chase the Spirit of God according to the Word of God! Let God be true and every 
man a liar! I will certainly stand by your side, and there are myriads of other believers who will 
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do the same if you will commit yourself to “Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially 
that you may prophesy.” 
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Appendix 
Book Recommendations 

• Why I am still surprised by the Power of the Spirit, Jack Deere 
• Understanding Spiritual Gifts, Sam Storms 
• The God I never knew, Robert Morris 
• Holy Fire, R.T. Kendall 
• Hearing God, Peter Lord 
• Fresh Wind Fresh Fire, Jim Cymbala 
• 4 Keys to Hearing God’s Voice, Mark Virkler 
• Intimacy with God, Randy Clark  
• Reclaiming Surrendered Ground, Jim Logan 
• Understanding Spiritual Warfare, Sam Storms 
• Mystery of the Holy Spirit, A.W. Tozer
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